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EDITORIAL 

SPEAKING AGAINST TERRORISM IS
WHAT DEFINES ZAKIR NAIK

This time Eid celebrations, for 
many, were hollow, void and barren, 
not because that they could not make 
it to their home on eid, but more so 
because of the fact that the preced-
ing month; the holy month of Ramzan, 
has witnessed series of tragic/un-
holy attacks from Orlando, Istanbul to 
Dhaka and Masjid-e-nabwi in Medina. 
These traumatizing terrorist attacks 
have claimed thousands of innocent 
lives; kids, adolescents, young and old 
alike. ISIS is claimed to have carried 
out these heinous inhuman acts of op-
pressions and violence, let alone being 
un-Islamic. As usual, the international 
media started spewing out Islamopho-
bic comments. Still the true face of ISIS 
is yet to be unearthed. For any, ISIS is 
as un-Islamic as forming assumptions 
about a pious chaste woman. These at-
tacks are still giggling at me with heavy 
brute tones” We are the doom shades 
of conspiracies, sophisticated designs 
of violent extremism beyond extremes 
and hegemonic traitors of homicide”. 
These attacks must be condemned 
in all possible ways and protests. But 
,speaking tersely, we NEED to under-
stand the language of conspiracy and 
its tools, national and international, 
of trapping us and even our vehement 
condemnation in own well knitted 
mesh, which ultimately help the pow-
ers of extremism and terrorism. The 
need is to evolve our own LANGUAGE of 
resistances, condemnations, protests 
and counter narratives.

In the Dhaka attack, tow of the 
five attackers, as reported in various 
newspapers, have been inspired by 
the sermons of Dr. Zakir Naik. Being 
inspired by someone is often unavoid-
ably a natural tendency. We all inspire 
one/many and also in turn are inspired 
by one/many. But how one articulates 
the inspiration into one’s personality 
and dispositions is purely a matter of 
individualistic choice and is therefore 

accountable to its consequential im-
pact- short or long term and visible or 
invisible. I have often listened to the 
Astha channel but never found it in-
spirational. I even enjoy listening to 
the tiny tender Hindutva icon Sadhvi 
Sarswati, let alone the adult franchise 
of the Sangh Parivar. Frankly she looks 
so cute to me and at the same I feel pity 
on her. There are so many Bollywood 
movies which openly tarnish the im-
age of Indian Muslims and portray Pa-
kistani Muslims as the only terrorists. I 
don’t find being ‘inspired’ to go and kill 
the directors or producers. If a religious 
preacher, who has dedicated his life to 
calling people to peace and “common 
terms”, as found in the most of reli-
gious scriptures, and reminding peo-
ple of what they have forgotten about 
their own religious traditions, is being 
labeled as ‘backing suicide bombing’ 
and a secret terrorist, we should give a 
second thought to our conscience and 
psyche.

The national media has once again 
taken to its all-time favorite pastime 
‘good for nothing’ task of spewing anti-
Muslim venom and largely diverting 
the attention of the masses to unim-
portant issues in the garb of national 
security. The issues of national inter-
ests and national security like those of 
Vyapam scam, 45000 cr telecom scam, 
Adani 200cr penalty case and many 
others are not discussed at length and 
debated. StopZakirNaik is an extension 
of the ‘Ghar Wapsi’ by the Hindutva 
brigades. The media leaves no stones 
unturned in associating each act of 
terrorism with the Muslims, as if they 
are born terrorists. There is no deny-
ing that disagreeing with Zakir Naik on 
one front or many can be a choice and 
a natural way to respond to his ideas/
conceptions. But calling for BanZakir-
Naik is an utterly right-wing attitude 
and liberals too are silent. When the 
liberals and secularists can give cre-

dence to blasphemy and defamations 
of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) by 
trumpeting the blows of ‘freedom of ex-
pression’, their silence on the rights of 
the Muslim minority in India to propa-
gate their faith is bitterly indigestible. 
It is equally disheartening to note on 
one hand, the abominable lull of some 
Islamic organizations, and competi-
tive boisterous argumentative atmos-
phere among the Brelvi and Deobandi 
ulemas issuing fatwas to brand Zakir 
Naik as un-Islamic because of his top-
ee-cum-tie outlook.  To them this is a 
hybrid mixture of westernization and 
Islam, which are unthinkable to coexist 
together.  

I would like to respond to Mr. Arnab 
Goswami in his own parlance, his usual 
way of turning from a below-average 
journalist to a self-avowed judge. 

This is about Banning  ArnabGoswa-
my  and  SudheerChawdhury who mix 
venom with Journalism to spread ha-
tred in the viewers. And I say in my post 
that these people spread violence in 
their news debates and go to any ex-
tremes to falsely implicate someone in 
charges of  # Maoism  ,Terrorism  and   IS-
Sympathesiser . But the problem with 
us here in India is that we never look 
within. That we allow this character 
called #ArnabGuSwamy who has cre-
ated a TV Debate empire of chilla chilli  
Brute  cacophony to spread the sanghi 
 Saffron  journalism in India to become 
bigger n bigger  Sanghi  blower of Anti-
Muslim  sentiments. And now that it is 
proved that he showed doctored video 
on his debate set, we dont know where 
we look. Dear my post readers, Arnab-
Guswamy  operates  from The NewsHour 
9 TIMES NOW and  Broadcasts  his crazy 
news  Sermons  and I am saying clearly 
his crazy news #Sanghi sermons to 
support ant-muslims communal frenzy 
hysteria. He supports Sanghi brigades; 
he abuses all (particularly muslim 
names like Umar Khalid Asad Ashraf) 
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University of Hyderabad. He is currently 
pursuing M.Phil Economics from Centre 
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drum, Kerala. His research interests span 
across development economics, econom-
ic thoughts and gender discourse.

on his debates. Dear ladies and gen-
tlemen, we have a man amidst us and 
on our soil that spreads hatred and 
extremism  Sanghism  across the India 
media, yet we won’t act and why we 
won’t act. we won’t act because as per 
my information ArnabGuSwamy op-
erating from TIMES NOW has an open 
patronage of very important politi-
cians and core relationship with them 
because people are scared that  Stop-
ping  arresting Arnab will not be (quote 
unquote)  Secular  enough. Thats why I 
step now in my individual capacity and 
I say   StopArnabGoswamy   BanHisTvDe-
bates   StopHisBroadcast   PutHimUnder-
SevereInterrogation   # Question  him 
and let all agencies lose on this man 
to find out every new naya paisa and 
rupee that comes into his pocket to 
spread venom. Take away his Journal-
ism Certificates and deny him his free-
dom to be the Sanghi televangelist. If 
you believe in what I am saying then 
the hashtag is and let’s make it trend 
 StopArnabGoSwamy . Lets us come to-
gether and ensure that this figure of 
hate  SanghiViolence   SanghiExtremism  
is stopped in all possible ways, under 
the law , the Indian law that applies 
to us all and he walks on it each and 
every day. StopArnabGoswamy. That’s 
my take today. 

Zakir Naik can be factually wrong. It 
is not a big deal. Even his stance on the 
theory of evolution, polygamy, rape, 
alcohol consumption, interest-free 
banking and uniform civil code may not 
be appealing and convincing to many 
including Muslims too. We can have 
more refined and nuanced discussions 
and understanding of these issues. 
But to say that Zaki Naik is spreading 
terrorism is completely blown out of 
proportions and evidently unfounded. 
He is the one who has given several 
talks on terrorism across the globe and 
argued how Islam prevents the acts of 
terrors and how it equalizes killing one 
person at par with the whole humanity 
and saving one at par with the same. It 
is to be emphasized here that speak-
ing against terrorism is what actually 
defines Zakir Naik. He is not a sociolo-
gist, economist, political scientist and 
nor even a scholar of Islamic studies. 
Were he either of these, this would still 

warrant disagreement with his ideas 
and discussions and debates with 
him. He calls himself a student of con-
temporary religions. We must welcome 
him as the one who is learning and 
trying hard to teach the people about 
their common terms found in their re-
ligious traditions.  He is being unnec-
essarily misquoted out of context by 
the media. In the garb of Zakir Naik the 
BJP-sponsored media are attacking the 
Muslims as a whole. This is seriously 
unethical and unconstitutional on the 
part of the paid bootlicker journalists 
to openly call him a terrorist. Still there 
is no such evidence of him having any 
links with the ISIS.   Stop vilifying Zakir 
Naik and spewing venom against Mus-
lims as a whole. 

Zakir Naik is not an ISIS supporter 
but he certainly calls it un-Islamic.

Zakir Naik is not an economist, but 
he certainly knows the prohibition of 
interest in Semitic religions.

Zakir Naik is not a feminist, but he 
certainly preaches for women safety.

Zakir Naik is not a historian, but 
he certainly knows the histories of 
Moses,Jesus and Muhammad(PBUA).

Zakir Naik is not a sociologist, but 
he certainly calls for social/communal 
harmony.

Zakir Naik is not a political scientist, 
but he certainly believes in democracy

Zakir Naik is not a muqallid, but he 
certainly advocates for ittehad (unity) 
in all maslaks.

Zakir Naik is not a son of “Bharat-
Mata”, but he certainly loves his India.

Zakir Naik is not a researcher on 
rapes and homosexuality, but he cer-
tainly argues against these. 

Zakir Naik is not an evolution theo-
rist, but he certainly believes men were 
not monkeys.

Zakir Naik is not a scholar of Islamic 
studies, but he is certainly a reader of 
contemporary religions.

Zakir Naik is not a terrorist, but he 
certainly preaches for peace.

This is a sincere appeal to all Mus-
lims, irrespective of their maslaks and 
sects, to come out of their ghetto men-
tality and engage in critical reading and 
scholarship with their religion. Be not 
among those of literalist traditions but 
be among those of reformist traditions. 
Be open to critical engagement with 
the textual interpretation in a contex-
tual epoch. There is a greater need to 
educate the people about the contex-
tual implications of Quran than merely 
reciting it without understanding and 
deliberations for the sake of earning 
rewards. To counter terrorism irrespec-
tive of who propagates, executes and 
perpetuates, it is imperative on us that 
we must unlearn extremism and ex-
tremist approaches in our day-to-day 
affairs, learn to spread peace and love 
and work for the betterment of human-
ity, a noble example of which is Abdul 
Sattar Edhi, who said ‘ambulance is 
more Muslim than you’ when asked 
why he carried Christians and Hindus 
in his ambulance.
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We are living in the midst of per-
haps the biggest ever lie heaped on 
a community despite colossal facts 
and clear evidences on the contrary. 
Muslims are being not just recurrently 
but almost constantly targeted as the 
perpetrators of violence and hate. 
The truth on the contrary is that they 
are the victims not the perpetrators of 
both violence and hatred. Yet the in-
ternational media, with all its magical 
power of producing and propagating 
falsehood, and nothing but falsehood, 
finds, almost on daily basis, one way 

COVER STORY

RELIGIOUS MORALITY SHOULD
UNITE US AGAINST HATRED

AND TERRORISM

or the other to target the Muslim com-
munity and Islam. Poor Muslims, too 
naive to understand the machinations 
of the aggressors and too uninformed 
to know the art of counterattack, and 
many of them partners of West or lo-
cal governments in the crimes against 
Muslims, keep just defending them-
selves.

Since 9/11 the campaign has be-
come too heinous to bear at the global 
level, and since the installation of Hin-
dutva Government in India, the Indian 

DR. JAVED JAMIL
He is a medical doctor by profession & 

a renowned thinker, writer, poet & social 
activist. He is currently based in Delhi.
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Muslims are now facing a double as-
sault. The media is now abuzz with 
stories describing Dr. Zakir Naik as the 
“King of the Business of Hate” and “the 
brain behind the radicalisation of Mus-
lims.” This campaign has begun just 
when the UK released the Chilcot Com-
mission Report clearly telling the world 
that the invasion of Iraq was planned 
on false assumptions. Is the debate on 
Naik aimed at covering up Chilcot? Not 
only the Indian media has remained 
totally silent on the findings of the 
Chilcot Report but the Muslim Media 
too has failed to grab the opportunity 
to hit back at the enemies of Islam and 
Muslims. The report is the most nota-
ble and categorical document to prove 
that it is the radicalisation of West, not 
that of Muslims, which is the greatest 
threat to the international peace. But 
still, the focus of the international me-
dia continues to be on “Islamic Radi-
calism”.

That Muslims are the biggest vic-
tims of violence is clear from the fol-
lowing:

First, since 9/11, more than 5 mil-
lion Muslims, almost all of them in-
nocent, have lost lives due to Western 
invasions, interventions or machina-
tions. The perpetrators of 9/11 attack 
parished with the planes and the al-
leged mastermind was killed in  an iso-
lated attack inPakistan. Al-Qaeda has 
not killed more than 6000 Westrern-
ers including the less than 3000 in 
New York. ISIS may have killed tens 
of thousands in last few years but the 
majority of them except a few hundred 
are Muslims. The fact that most of the 
ISIS fighters are from outside Syria and 
Iraq and many from Europe and that 
they have used the weaponry which 
could not have reached them without 
the direct or indirect support of the 
West proves that ISIS is not just the 
product of West’s violent campaign 
against Muslims but a deliberate crea-
tion to plunge Middle East into civil war 
fuelled by sectarianism. Even before 
9/11, the Muslim World has been the 
recurrent target of Western bombs and 
invasions.

In India, more than 41000 people 
have died in terrorist related attacks. 

Out of these, Muslim outfits have been 
allegedly responsible for the deaths 
of no more than 1500, the rest be-
ing committed by persons with Hindu 
names.

Yet, it is Muslims who are always 
on the defensive. The killers of 5 mil-
lion remain the champions of peace 
and the killers of a few thousand be-
come the “threat”, which needs to 
be surgically dealt with.  Muslims are 
expected to denounce and condemn 
every single act of violence committed 
by a person with a Muslim name, but 
Christians, Hindus and others are nev-
er condemned for the thousand fold 
violence committed by people bear-
ing Christian or Hindu names. I have 
repeatedly argued in my articles and 
books: Let’s condemn every single act 
of violence whoever the culprit whoev-
er the victim, whatever the motivation 
behind and wherever the place and let 
us condemn each country/community 
in accordance with the magnitude of vi-
olence it has caused. But nobody, not 
even Muslims, seem to listen. Muslim 
spokesmen appearing in the media are 
chosen in a way that they do not domi-
nate the debates, and most of these 
spokesmen are either not well versed 
about the facts or, for reasons un-
known, do not want to say what is true.

Not only violence, the same is true 
about the campaign of hatred. Just 
google for the hate material against 
Muslims or Islam, and the books and 
articles describing Islam, Quran and 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in the 

ugliest colours will be abundantly 
found everywhere. Muslims on the 
other hand never indulge in hatred 
and vilification of the sacred books 
and figures of other religions. In fact, 
Muslims will be found expressing pro-
found reverence for the Bibles, and 
many scriptures of other religions, Mo-
ses, Jesus, even Ram and Krishna. Yet, 
Muslim preachers are described as the 
“preachers of hatred”. Now, pressure is 
being built on Muslims not to even call 
or consider their religion “best”. Why 
should we remain Muslim if we do not 
regard and openly admit our religion 
as the best? And why should any Hin-
du, Jew, Christian or Buddhist (or any 
other ideology) remain what he is if he 
does not consider his religion/ideology 
best. While we believe and claim our 
religion as the best (being the Final Ver-
sion of the Religion established by God 
through various scriptures and figures 
held dear by different communities) we 
grant the same right to the believers of 
all religions and ideologies. If they are 
true believers in their religions/ideolo-
gies, they must consider them best; if 
they don’t, they must try to find out the 
best. But in no condition, anybody can 
be allowed to spread hatred against 
others.

I have always maintained that the 
real threat to the current world comes 
not from religion as such or its different 
versions but from the atheistic, immor-
al ideologies based on the supremacy 
of economics and the desire to estab-
lish hegemony over the world. Alas, the 
religious communities, instead of unit-
ing on the basis of the religious moral-
ity preached by all of them against the 
forces of exploitation are busy spread-
ing hatred against one another on the 
basis of religious identity. If religious 
morality not the religious identity be-
comes the basis of our campaigns, the 
world can be saved not only from the 
clutches of the daily violence (wars, 
civil wars, murders, suicides, rapes, 
indirect violence caused by alcohol, 
smoking and sex) but also from the 
clutches of the forces of hegemony and 
exploitation.

 “ Let’s condemn 
every single act of violence 
whoever the culprit who-
ever the victim, whatever 
the motivation behind and 
wherever the place and let 
us condemn each country/
community in accordance 
with the magnitude of vio-
lence it has caused.
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Yesterday I read a new report 
which very openly “blamed” an Indian 
Muslim preacher and televangelist 
Dr.Zakir Naik (President of the Islamic 
Research Foundation and founder of 
Peace TV) for the Bangladesh terrorist 
attacks!

The charge against this ex-doctor 
turned televangelist is that he has ‘in-
spired’ 2 of the 5 youths behind the 
terrorist attacks. And this indeed is a 
serious charge!However, the first ques-
tion that propped up in my mind is 
what constitutes ‘inspiring’ someone 

OPEN SPACE

HARISH HARSOOR

DEBATE WITH ZAKIR NAIK
NOT BAN ZAKIR NAIK

to kill innocent humans. I tried to rec-
ollect the last time or in fact ‘any’ time 
when I heard something from Dr.Naik 
that could have even remotely inspired 
someone to kill another human being. I 
took recourse to twitter to see what was 
going on and then found that #BanZa-
kirNaik was actually one of the trending 
topics. There, I found some enthusias-
tic twitter handles – a good number of 
them wearing saffron half pants, past-
ing links to some of Dr.Naik’s video 
snippets. When I looked at those, I 
was quite amused at the amount of 

He is a software engineer from Ban-
galore. Currently he is working in USA.
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blindness that hate can cause. Some 
of the videos were picked out of con-
text while the memes were just putting 
words into Dr.Naik’s mouth.

I was pretty sure that this is not the 
Dr.Naik I know (Note: I don’t know him 
personally but have attended a pub-
lic programme of his almost a decade 
back). So I tried to find some of his 
speeches or articles on the subject. 
Here is an article that Dr.Naik himself 
wrote.

Yes, as you can see the title of the 
article (if you have cared to open it in 
another tab) can be misleading but 
the article itself is more of an answer 
that Muslims are usually asked and 
the question goes this way: “Why are 
many of the Muslims fundamentalists 
and terrorists?”. [Just in case, if some 
of you still have doubts… Yes, ‘some’ 
(not all) of us do get asked such ques-
tions.] Dr. Naik then goes on to show 
how the word ‘fundamentalist’ and 
‘terrorist’ can be played with. The most 
noticeable thing he says is this:

Every Muslim should be a terror-
ist. A terrorist is a person who causes 
terror. The moment a robber sees a 
policeman he is terrified. A policeman 
is a terrorist for the robber. Similarly 
every Muslim should be a terrorist to 
the anti-social elements of society, 
such as thieves, dacoits and rapists. 
Whenever such an anti-social element 
sees a Muslim, he should be terrified. 
It is true that the word ‘terrorist’ is gen-
erally used for a person who causes 
terror among the common people. But 
a true Muslim should only be a terror-
ist to selective people i.e. anti-social 
elements, and not to the common in-
nocent people. In fact a Muslim should 
be a source of peace for innocent peo-
ple.

Now, I am not sure how someone 
reading the above passage (the as-
sumption is that s/he understands 
English) can infer that this is triggering 
any sort of violence against the people 
of other faiths. In fact, the last couple 
of statements seem to exhort Muslims 
to be a source of peace for innocent 
people. Moreover, the word “terrorist” 
has very clearly been Not used in the 
way we usually employ it (and this has 

been pointed above too).

In all honesty, I feel it is below my 
‘intellectual’ capacity to actually give 
more examples of how silly, vicious 
and hollow the allegations against 
Dr.Naik are. I would have loved to see a 
hashtag like #DebateWithZakirNaik or 
#EngageWithZakirNaik or #ToughQues-
tionsToZakirNaik. This would be more 
in line with the rich argumentative his-
tory of the Indian Intellectual tradition. 
On a personal level, even I do have a 
bone or two to pick with Dr.Naik. How-
ever, they do not even get close to the 
kind of fantastic, ridiculous allegations 
that are being spread against him.

The writer of this article is not wor-
ried about a particular Dr.Naik. Nor is 
it the purpose of this article to absolve 
someone from an allegation. The sole 

reason behind  putting this piece to-
gether is to show how the right-fringe 
has been using this issue to further 
its cause and sow communal discord 
amongst the citizens. What bothers me 
the most is how come we Indians have 
started to further this whole ‘Ban XYZ’ 
movement. We used to be harbingers 
of ‘Tarq’(Hindi word for Reasoning and 
Debate) . The kings used to take pride 
in the ministers who had specialization 
in logic and reasoning. All we now know 
is to troll people we dislike or disagree 
with or (as seen in this case and sev-
eral others prior to this) call for a BAN. 
The other thing that pains the writer is 
the deep rooted malaise in the Indian 
media and its functioning. How can a 
news house or a journalist report that 
a preacher ‘inspired’ some men to kill 
others just because they had listened 
to him or say, followed him on twitter. 
This shows an utter lack of commitment 
to the journalistic principles. It’s time 
for everyone involved in this profession 
to do some serious introspection.

On a final note, I wish we Indians 
develop a more nuanced approach 
and debate with people, disagree with 
them – even vehemently, yell at them 
(we can take classes from Mr.Arnab 
Goswami if required in this regard) and 
even not see eye to eye with someone. 
But calling for a ban against an Indian 
who has been wrongly blamed for a ter-
rorist attack in another country is just 
so un-Indian and against the principles 
that make a modern intellectual mind.

 “ I would have 
loved to see a hashtag like 
#DebateWithZakirNaik or 
#EngageWithZakirNaik or 
#ToughQuestionsToZakir-
Naik. This would be more 
in line with the rich argu-
mentative history of the 
Indian Intellectual tradi-
tion. On a personal level, 
even I do have a bone or 
two to pick with Dr.Naik.
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Thanks my friend for asking me my 
views on this issue, otherwise most 
people like our national media, don’t 
ever bother to know other side of the 
story. I would like to be as rational and 
non emotive as possible.  I would be 
dealing two major points, which most 
people seem to have problem with.

1. Terrorism ‘inspiring’ charge 
against Dr. Zakir Naik.

2. Charge against Dr. Zakir of 
being against secularism and the 
thought that why this Islamic preacher 
propagates only Islam despite enjoy-
ing ‘freedom by our constitution to 
profess,practice, propagate one’s own 
religion’. (sounds ironical!)

Discussing the first point :

The raging debate going on in our 
bedroom(courtesy our national me-
dia), started after a Bangladeshi news-
paper published a report which claims 
that Dr. Zakir Naik, in his speeches has 
called on Muslims to “be terrorists” 
and has linked him to be an inspiration 
behind two of the attackers behind the 
massacre. They claim that one of them 
had shared Dr. Naik’s quotes on Fa-
cebook. It said that the FB post of Dr. 
Naik, posted by the terrorist urged for 
“Every Muslim to be Terrorist”.

In this ill quoted post, Dr. Zakir Naik 
has been purposely quoted out of con-
text. What Dr. Zakir Naik actually said 
was – “A terrorist is a person who caus-
es terror. The moment a robber sees a 
policeman he is terrified. A policeman 
is a terrorist  for the robber. Similarly 
every Muslim should be a terrorist for 
the antisocial elements of society, 
such as thieves, dacoits and rapists. 
Whenever such an anti-social element 

OPEN SPACE

FARAZ AHMED

STATING THE OBVIOUS,
IN DEFENCE OF DR. ZAKIR NAIK

sees a Muslim, he should be terrified. 
It is true that the word ‘terrorist’ is gen-
erally used for a person who causes 
terror among the common people. But 
a true Muslim should only be a terrorist 
to selective people i.e. anti-social ele-
ments, and not to the common inno-
cent people. In fact a Muslim should be 
a source of peace for innocent people.”

It is quite clear after reading the 
above full text of his speech, no sane 
person (assumption is that he reads 
and understands English language!) 
can term this as inspiring terrorism. 
But still media is hell bent on showing 
only part of his statement and linking 
that Bangladeshi terrorist to him. Let 
me give few examples to illustrate my 
point, suppose a person is trying to 
drive a Mercedes car, but he doesn’t 
know how to drive a car, still he went 
on to drive the car, and met with an 
accident. Now, tell me, whom will you 

He is a B.Tech student at Aligarh Mus-
lim University, Aligarh.
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blame- the Mercedes car or the driv-
er? Of course the driver, because he 
doesn’t know driving but still misused 
the car. Similarly, this lunatic terrorist, 
even after listening to Zakir Naik con-
demning terrorism, went on to killing 
those innocent people in Dhaka, how 
can one blame Dr. Naik. Let me give 
another example, It was Einstein who 
found the relation E=mc2 , the equa-
tion that proved mass can be con-
verted in to energy and atomic fission 
is possible. But it was Oppenheimer 
who used this discovery for creation 
of Atomic Bomb. Now, are you going to 
blame Einstein for the atomic bomb? 
Similarly, analogy can be applied in Dr. 
Zakir’s case. In this video clip a brother 
ask Dr. Naik’s view on ”what anyone 
could have done in Gujarat riots, may 
be violently reacted”,he asked Dr. 
Naik’s views on it…this is how he re-
plied. Watch this full and tell me, does 
his reply sound provocative! I bet not. 
He said, normal person would have 
reacted violently, but being Muslims 
we believe in day of judgement, so, if 
law can’t do anything about real pre-
parators, we leave it to God, because 
we know on the day of judgement i.e. 
after death, god will punish everyone 
whether muslim or non muslim as per 
their crime. So, we trust Allah and leave 
it.” This was the gist. Watch the link to 
understand it. In this lecture, delivered 
in 2007 on the topic, “Is terrorism a 
Muslim Monopoly?”, the chief guest 
was Retired Bombay High court Judge, 
Hosbet Suresh. Don’t you think if Mr. 
Naik had said any thing promoting ter-
rorism, this judge would have reported 
to police!!! See, if you guys are really 
interested in finding the reality, one 
should do enquiry dispassionately and 
with no bias. One must watch the origi-
nal full lectures not just trimmed short 
clipping, running around in media, to 
properly understand the context.

It is very unfortunate that these ter-
rorists falsely use the  name of Islam for 
their heinous crime which kills muslims 
as well as non-muslims.  Remember 
how in school, 1 or 2 bad kids would 
cause the entire class to get punished? 
This is how Muslims feel….! You should 
be able to see the bigger picture, in 
a video titled ,”How religious are so-

called ‘Islamic terrorists’?” , noted 
journalist Mehdi Hasan, explains  how 
these so called ‘Islamic terrorist’ quite 
shockingly were never religious at all.

He presents these facts, In Orlando 
shooting, the shooter having a muslim 
name was himself Gay, two of the at-
tackers in Paris attack- the Abussalam 
brothers sold a beer bar they owned 
six weeks before the attack- owning a 
bar is not so religious at all! The qu-
wachi brothers who targeted charlie 
Hebdo magazine office, went to club-
bing, they drank, smoked, rapped to 
music, “he couldn’t differentiate be-
tween Islam and Catholicism” accord-
ing to one of his friends. The Boston 
bombing attackers used to drank with 
friends, went to clubs and were pot 
smoker!! All these individuals doesn’t 
really fit the jihadi image you have in 
your minds, do they?

Even Zakir Naik has explicitly con-
demned ISIS as well as suicide bomb-
ing. So, what is the bigger picture, 
the bigger picture is, how were these 
groups like ISIS created in the first 
place? Recently, published Chilcot 
commission report gives this answer. 
According to this independent enquiry, 
groups like ISIS were created due to 
military invasion of Iraq, even former 
PM Tony Blair has admitted this fact 
himself, was this invasion necessary?

The report said, “That Britain like 
US, used flawed intelligence to justify 
the invasion, that Iraq posed no im-

mediate national security threat, that 
allies acted militarily before all diplo-
matic options had been exhausted and 
that there was a lack of planning for 
what would happen once Mr. Hussein 
was removed.”  ISIS was created due 
to instability caused in that region due 
to Iraq war. Terrorist group like ISIS , Al 
Qaeda, Boko Haram, etc has no legiti-
macy on Islam, so what they say regard-
ing Islam is totally baseless and does 
not carry any weight. Muslim world is 
unanimous in considering such groups 
to be terrorist. So, you have to look to 
the authentic sources to check what is 
the staus of such group in the eyes of 
Islam.

I would like to end this point on Is-
lam and Terrorism by giving a You Tube 
link to a prominent Islamic scholar 
Yasir Qadhi based in US, regarding 
the status of such groups in which he 
devastated the claim that ISIS is Is-
lamic. It is a must watch 30 minutes 
video lecture for anyone who genu-
inely, honestly and unbiasedly seek 
the answer. This speaker who visited 
Zakir Naik’s 10 Day peace conference 
in 2007 and 2009 as main speaker 
has given direct quotation of prophet 
Muhammad(PBUH), predicting as well 
as cursing such extremist group.

That very old clip of Dr. Naik stream-
ing around in TV channels about being 
with Osama Bin Laden is originally of 
1998. Yes you read it right, months be-
fore  the attack of 9/11,Dr. Zakir has 
claimed that, and it can be verified. 
This clipping was reuploaded on You-
Tube in 2006 by someone, so, it makes 
some people wonder that he is sup-
porting Osama after 9/11. So, it chang-
es something. However, I am not sup-
porting Osama here, merely presenting 
a fact which is not being published by 
media. Dr. Naik gave an exclusive inter-
view to CNN News 18 on 6 July.

Discussing charge that, Dr. Zakir 
is anti secular and propagates only 
Islam.

I am little mystified by this claim, 
that why does he propagates only Is-
lam. Last I checked and as you rightly 
pointed out that our constitution gives 
freedom to profess, practice and prop-

 “ He couldn’t dif-
ferentiate between Islam 
and Catholicism” accord-
ing to one of his friends. 
The Boston bombing at-
tackers used to drank 
with friends, went to clubs 
and were pot smoker!! All 
these individuals doesn’t 
really fit the jihadi image 
you have in your minds, 
do they?
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agate one’s religion. Since, Dr. Zakir is 
an Islamic preacher he is but natural ex-
pected to propagate Islam, I can’t fath-
om what is wrong with this. He is not 
the only speaker to propagate the reli-
gion of Islam. Everyone is free to propa-
gate and promote their own religion in 
India, and so is Dr. Zakir  Naik.  People 
accepting Islam is another major cause 
of Islam growth. So, if any individual is 
attracted to Islam and voluntarily ac-
cepts it why anyone would have prob-
lem? Thousands of Muslim preachers, 
including Dr. Zakir Naik, preach Islam 
in a way that is convincing to people, 
each has his typical style. But no one 
does so, by trampling other religion.

Now, the claim that Zakir Naik 
preaches Islam by comparing other re-
ligious scriptures is true, but the charge 
that he does so by demeaning other re-
ligion is wrong. This is because, when-
ever he claims new facts or interprets 
a particular verse from holy scriptures, 
say, Bible, Veda, Gita, Upanishads , he 
claims those facts or interprets those 
verses in the light of verses given in 
those religious scriptures. He quotes 
these references so that, If one disa-
grees with him, one can verify his claim 
by looking at the scriptures by visiting 
those specific verses present in the re-
ligious scriptures of other religions. Or 
sometimes he quotes religious authori-
ties of that religion to corroborate his 
claims. Dr. Zakir Naik never ever claims 
anything by himself, he always gives 
proofs and references to back his claim. 
I know, he often uses these verses from 
other religion to his own advantage, but 
he is able to do this only because those 
verses are explicitly and clearly present 
in those sacred religious scriptures. I 
know he utilises this trick to win over 
an argument, But, then again what is 
wrong in that, as long as he is present-
ing correct facts. What he does is inter-
esting idea, everyone is free to employ 
arguments as long as they are logical. 
Everyone has a freedom of choice, one 
can either agree with his arguments or 
disagree. Mere disagreement doesn’t 
make an argument wrong or right or 
make a person provocative or eligible 
for banning. One has to see its merit. 
If you disagree with Zakir Naik’s argu-
mentative style then you should ignore 

him, why call him lunatic or extremist 
or doing character assassination just 
like our national media.

Our national media is highly sus-
ceptible to political influence and 
biases, the mockery they made of In-
dia during Nepal disaster is a case in 
point. One can not base his opinion 
just on the basis of media trial. One 
has to do a proper research to find 
the reality. Chilcot report abundantly 
declares the fallacy of Britain, yet the 
media at the time of Iraq invasion ag-
gressively supported Britain’s agenda, 
even though there were enormous 
anti-war protest against this decision, 
why media supported without getting 
their facts corrected? Just because the 
then PM agreed to it. SIMILARLY, our 
media is running propaganda against 
Dr. Naik belligerently and continuously 
for last 5 days, without even listening 
to Dr. Naik and without even waiting 
for investigative agencies of our coun-
try to conclude their investigation and 
publish the findings. Our great media 
circus is already doing character assas-
sination and terming him as apparent 
terrorist speaker. For what, just to fawn 
the anti Naik sentiments. The journal-
istic standards have died a thousand 
deaths in last few days in this matter. 
If media trial is so adamant on be-
ing truth, why is there judiciary in our 
country.

On media’s claim regarding ban 
in Malaysia, Zakir Naik himself stated 
that, just 3 months ago he visited Ma-
laysia to deliver a lecture where one 

Hindu group opposed him, hence, with 
in 4 days, 14 prominent minister of 
Malaysia government met him to give 
assurances. In 2013 he was awarded 
highest civilian award which is award-
ed once in a blue moon to a foreigner. 
Dr. Zakir is only the 4th foreigner to 
receive this honor in the last 25 years.  
Do you think Malaysian intelligence is 
fool enough to not have done a back-
ground check on him before awarding 
him !! Unfortunately, our Indian media 
simply copy-pasted the false report 
of Daily Star,a Bangladeshi newspa-
per, without even verifying the claim. 
Height of apathy.

Regarding his so called state-
ments about Islam itself, I would say 
those are some sensitive issues over 
which there are differences of opinions 
among Islamic scholars, this issue is 
related to Muslims and Muslim schol-
ars. Many general Muslims do not un-
derstand these issues, however most 
of these issues are often unrelated in 
daily life of a general muslim. Whatever 
Dr. Zakir has said is one among many 
other opinions on said issue. If some-
one has any further queries regarding 
those, one is always free to ask a mufti 
or Islamic academician. It is unrelated 
to other people. It is an issue concern-
ing Muslims only, and there is already 
healthy difference of opinion among 
scholars. If one finds any opinion or 
logic unconvincing, then surely one 
need not agree with Zakir Naik.

Since, I have been watching authen-
tic full video lectures of Dr. Zakir Naik 
available on his official youtube chan-
nel for the past 5 years I like many in-
formed Muslim is of opinion that Zakir 
Naik have never ever made any terror-
ism provoking remark or any deliberate 
derogatory remarks on other religion. 
But,  you need not agree with me, but 
for making an educated opinion on this 
issue one need to dig deeper and must 
not rely only on derogatory propagan-
da streaming against Dr. Zakir Naik on 
national Television. I would advice you 
guys to have patience till 12 July 2016, 
when Dr. Zakir Naik will himself hold a 
press conference to answer allegations 
imposed at him, after returning from 
Mecca.

 “ our media is run-
ning propaganda against 
Dr. Naik belligerently and 
continuously for last 5 
days, without even listen-
ing to Dr. Naik and without 
even waiting for investiga-
tive agencies of our coun-
try to conclude their inves-
tigation and publish the 
findings.
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After cold and harsh winters, 
pleasant summers mark the tourist 
and wedding season in the beauti-
ful valley which also constitutes the 
most militarized region of the world 
with 700,000 troops stationed there. 
But unfortunately,like 2008 following 
Amarnath land row and 2010 following 
the killing of a teenager Tufail Matto in 
police action, it has again been hit by 
a vicious cycle of violence shattering 
the normal life, making way for funer-
als everyday.

This time the trouble started after 
Burhan Muzaffar Wani, the chief of op-

POLITICS

KASHMIR WAILING OVER
FUNERAL SEASON

erations of Hizbul Mujahideen,Indian-
controlled Kashmir’s largest rebel 
group, was killed on Friday. Following 
the killing, tens of thousands of mourn-
ers joined the funeral procession of 
the slain commander.Wani’s body was 
buried late Saturday afternoon amid 
mass wailing and angry chants of pro 
freedom slogans.

To the surprise of many, Kavita 
Krishnan– Secretary AIPWA and Polit 
Bureau member, CPI(ML) – has called 
the killing of this slain commander ex-
tra judicial. She further went on to say 
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in her article titled ‘Why I think Burhan 
Wani’s encounter was extra-judicial 
killing’, “First, ask yourself why Burhan 
Wani chose the path he did”. In the 
article she quotes Shuddhabrata Sen-
gupta’s piece “Kashmir Burns, Again” 
on Kafila:

“In October 2010, Burhan Wani, 
then sixteen years old, was on a mo-
torcycle, with his brother Khalid Wani  
and a friend. They were out on a bike 
ride through Tral, the area that they had 
grown up in, as teenage boys do, any-
where. They were stopped at a Special 
Operations Group picket of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police and ordered to get 
cigarettes for the troopers. Khalid went 
and got the cigarettes while Burhan 
and the friend waited. After the trans-
action, for no apparent reason, the 
troopers pounced on the boys, beat 
them up severely,damaged the bike 
which had been Khalid’s pride and joy. 
Khalid lost consciousness. But perhaps 
it was Burhan who suffered the great-
est injury, and that injury, an invis-
ible one, was what any self respecting 
young person with a sense of dignity 
might feel when beaten for no reason 
other than the fact that he is there to be 
beaten.”Shuddhabrata further writes, 
“It is possible that Burhan,the teenager 
died that day when his brother’s motor-
cycle was stopped so casually, so cal-
lously. It is even possible that Burhan 
the ‘militant’, who grew to be ‘militant 
commander’ was born that very same 
day….Commander Burhan Wani was 
produced and destroyed by the Indian 
state, which made it impossible for a 
young, intelligent, charismatic man 
like Burhan to salvage his dignity by 
any means other than that of being an 
armed combatant.”

Nowadays blood has become a cur-
rency in disturbed and war torn regions 
and helpless are paying a blood bribe 
to be heard in the courts of interna-
tional bodies so much so that the UN 
has also felt the need to comment on 
the issue”. As The Hindu reports, “UN 
chief Ban Ki-moon calls on all parties 
to exercise ‘maximum restraint’ to 
avoid further violence in Kashmir and 
hopes that all concerns would be ad-
dressed through peaceful means. The 

Secretary-General is closely follow-
ing the recent clashes in Kashmir. He 
regrets the reported loss of dozens of 
lives and the injuries to many others”, 
says a statement issued by Mr. Ban’s 
spokesperson.

The Jammu and Kashmir Govern-
ment while expressing condolence 
over the lost lives in Kashmir blood-
shed has called upon various shades 
of political opinion, including the 
mainstream and the separatists, to 
help restore calm in the state. As In-
dia today reports, “Naeem Akhtar, the 
State Education Minister and the state 
government’s spokesperson, urged the 
civil society and the parents to counsel 
the youth against indulging in violence 
and targeting public and private prop-
erties and police and security forces in-
stallations. The Minister asserted that 
number of attacks on police stations 
and security force camps forced the 
law enforcement agencies to retaliate”. 
“Even today when I am talking to you, a 
cop was pushed into river Jhelum near 
Sangam along with his vehicle by a 
violent mob resulting in his on the spot 
death,” he said.”I urge the youth not 
take protests to a level where the forc-

es are forced to use their weapons in 
retaliation,” Akhtar added. He further 
assured government assistance to any 
injured person who requires treatment 
outside the State.

Chairing a high-level meeting on 
the situation, Prime Minister Modi has 
also voiced concern. As The Indian Ex-
press reports, “He has appealed to the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir to main-
tain peace so that the situation can nor-
malise. He also expressed hope that no 
innocent person should face any kind 
of inconvenience or loss,” Minister of 
State in the Prime Minister’s Office Ji-
tendra Singh said after the meeting.

As I was writing this piece, vari-
ous news agencies were reporting 
that death toll of civilian killings had 
mounted to 40 and many more had 
been injured .Moving ahead, let us 
explore how the various human rights 
groups have reported and reacted 
to this turmoil. Security forces have 
been alleging that the protesters throw 
stones at them which compels them to 
use violent means to thwart the same. 
“Rock-throwing at demonstrations is 
serious but does not provide police a 
free pass to use force against protest-
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ers,” said Meenakshi Ganguly, South 
Asia director at Human Rights Watch. 
“The authorities need to send a clear 
message that lethal force is only an 
option when a life is at imminent risk, 
and those misusing force shall be held 
accountable,” she said in a statement.

There is a growing cry over use of 
Israeli type pellets which has so far 
blinded hundreds of protesters. The 
use of shot guns or pellet guns became 
a norm in the valley since 2010 unrest. 
Even though doctors call the damage 
caused by pellets deadlier than bul-
lets, the High Court sees it as “non-
lethal”. Data revealed in response to 
an RTI suggested Kashmir’s two main 
hospitals SKIMS and SMHS, from 2010 
to October 2013, 165 people suffered 
serious pellet injuries. Of them, at least 
12 lost their eyesight partially or com-
pletely. “Pellet-firing shotguns fire a 
large number of small pellets spread-
ing over a wide range. Their use is not 
in line with international standards on 
the use of force, as they cannot ensure 
well-targeted shots and risk causing 
serious injury, including to bystanders 
or other protesters not engaging in vio-
lence. Authorities in Jammu and Kash-
mir must respect the right to life at all 
times, in accordance with the Constitu-
tion of India and international law and 
standards”, the Amnesty International 
India said in a statement.

One of the most shocking part of 
current agitation is that even medicos 
and Ambulances are not being spared. 
As Hindustan Times reports,  “ Many at 
Srinagar’s SMHS hospital told HT that 
scores of ambulances from different 
districts arrived with window panes 
and glass shields broken as thousands 
of people clashed violently with secu-
rity forces, killing more than 30 and 
leaving 1,300 injured in the last four 
pays. Ambulance drivers said police 
and paramilitary personnel attacked 
them on the way. Kashmir director of 
health services Saleem Ur Rehman 
said around 50 ambulances were dam-
aged in recent clashes but didn’t spec-
ify who attacked them.”

The report further added,“Attacks 
on ambulances is a complete violation 
of international humanitarian laws. 

Even if there’s a war, there are certain 
rules,” said Jammu and Kashmir Coali-
tion of Civil Society (JKCCS) programme 
coordinator Khurram Parvez. But dep-
uty inspector general of the Central 
Reserve Police Force KK Sharma said 
the jawans could never do such a thing 
and that the personnel were exercising 
extreme restraint. Inspector general of 
police in Kashmir, SJM Gillani, said that 
the police are investigating the authen-
ticity of footage of personnel attacking 
ambulances. “If any of our men are 
found guilty, appropriate action will be 
taken,” he said. But the explanations 
have failed to convince many people, 
especially those at SMHS –where at 
least 270 people with bullet, pellet and 
other injuries are being treated.

An eye-witness at the hospital said 
that Aamir Latoo of Bijbehera, a post-
graduate student of Aligarh Muslim 
University who suffered a bullet injury 
and died Monday night, was brought in 
a damaged ambulance. “Had his am-
bulance not been attacked and hence 
not delayed, he might have survived,” 

the source said.

Many civil right activists have been 
questioning the use of violent machin-
ery to scuttle agitating population in 
Jammu and Kashmir compared to non 
violent means used recently in states 
like Haryana and Gujarat to tackle Jat 
and Patel demonstrations which had 
resulted in minimum number of casu-
alties.

Although, a protest march was 
organised by hundreds of students, 
trade-union activists, women’s rights 
groups, lawyers and queer groups at 
the Jantar Mantar, in the capital on 
13 July, wearing black bands and con-
demning the violence being unleashed 
on unarmed civilians but there is also 
a growing concern that no significant 
voices are being raised ‘across’ coun-
try, compelling the State Machinery 
to halt the growing atrocities and vio-
lation of human rights in the present 
turmoil. We cannot, all the time blame 
our powerlessness against the gov-
ernments of respective countries to 
absolve ourselves from the blame, for 
these governments exist ultimately 
with the consent of the people: basi-
cally me, you and all of us.

Violence periodically erupts in 
conflict ridden state claiming tens of 
thousands of lives while innumerable 
people have been subjected to brutal 
interrogation, custodial killings, moles-
tation, rapes, enforced disappearances 
and other forms of torture. The moun-
tainous region is claimed in its entirety 
by both India and Pakistan and has 
been a source of dispute since 1947. 
India claims that the matter is an inter-
nal issue – one that it can be resolved. 
On other hand, Pakistan seeks inter-
national involvement while successive 
generations of Kashmiris have grown 
up highly politicised, with strikes, dis-
ruption and conflict as a way of life. 
As both the parties to the dispute are 
democratic countries, the only amica-
ble and practical solution appears to 
be granting the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir the right to decide their future 
as promised by United Nations and the 
then Prime Minister of India Pt Jawaha-
rlal Nehru.

 “ There is also a 
growing concern that no 
significant voices are be-
ing raised ‘across’ coun-
try, compelling the State 
Machinery to halt the 
growing atrocities and 
violation of human rights 
in the present turmoil. 
We cannot, all the time 
blame our powerlessness 
against the governments 
of respective countries to 
absolve ourselves from 
the blame, for these gov-
ernments exist ultimately 
with the consent of the 
people: basically me, you 
and all of us.
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“Water, water, everywhere,

And all the boards did shrink;

Water, water, everywhere,

Nor any drop to drink.”

– Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Water is the driving force in nature. 
No living being on planet earth can 
survive without water. It is a resource, 
condition and habitat for living organ-
isms. Water is a prerequisite for human 
health and welfare. It is involved in all 
bodily functions such as digestion, as-
similation, respiration, excretion, and 
homeostasis. The demands of fresh-

ENVIRONMENT
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ALARMING SITUATION OF
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AND THE WAY FORWARD

water are varied- from drinking water to 
agriculture and industries to aquacul-
ture and hydropower generation. Water 
covers two third of the earth’s surface 
and three fourth of the human body. It 
clearly indicates that water is a neces-
sity for all life forms on earth. In spite 
of its great importance, due to our un-
sustainable approach, we are facing a 
crisis of this vital resource. The water 
crisis has become one of the biggest 
challenges of our time. It should be 
our collective responsibility to contrib-
ute towards the conservation of water. 
Each and every sector must act now to 
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carry forward a movement for water 
conservation, be it scientists, acad-
emicians, politicians, social scientists, 
religious and spiritual leaders.

The total volume of water on earth 
is about 1.4 billion km3. The amount of 
freshwater resources is around 35 mil-
lion km3 or about 2.5% of the total vol-
ume; rest is marine water resources. 
Of these freshwater resources, about 
24 million km3 or 70% is locked in the 
form of ice and permanent snow cover 
in mountainous and polar regions. 
Around 30% of the total freshwater 
on earth is stored underground in the 
form of groundwater. This constitutes 
about 97% of all the freshwater that 
is potentially available for human use. 
Freshwater lakes and rivers contain 
an estimated 105000 km3 or around 
0.3% of the world’s freshwater. About 
200000 km3 of water which is less 
than 1% of all freshwater resources, 
is the total usable freshwater supply 
for ecosystems and humans. This little 
amount of freshwater must meet the 
needs of more than 7 billion people on 
earth.

Like various other natural resourc-
es, humans are overexploiting fresh-
water resources at an unsustainable 
manner and rate. It should be a matter 
of grave concern for all of us that our 
own activities are profoundly threaten-
ing these limited freshwater resources. 
Overdraft of groundwater has resulted 
in depletion of water table in the aq-
uifers. According to an estimate by 
United Nations World Water Develop-
ment Report, 47% of world population 
will be living in areas of high water 
stress by 2030. Uneven distribution 
of freshwater is an ugly truth. While 
some countries have an abundant 
supply of fresh water, others do not 
have as much. India is among the top 
ten water-rich countries and has 4% of 
world’s freshwater but regarding per 
capita availability of water, it ranks 
132 as India shares 17.1% of the glob-
al population.

In recent years, India is suffering 
from water crisis which resulted in 
droughts in different states like Maha-
rashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, 

Odisha, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh. In these areas, drought has 
become a yearly phenomenon. There 
are primarily three causes for India’s 
water crisis. The first cause is insuffi-
cient per capita water availability due 
to overpopulation. The second reason 
is poor water quality resulting from 
inadequate water treatment facilities, 
and the third problem is dwindling 
groundwater due to unplanned extrac-
tion by industries and farmers for irri-
gation.

Two regions, the Bundelkhand and 
the Marathwada region of India wit-
nessed severe water crisis this year. 
The Bundelkhand region, which covers 
thirteen districts on the border of Uttar 
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, is his-
torically known drought-prone area of 
the country, but the frequency and in-
tensity of drought have increased over 
past decades. Bundelkhand is facing 
huge scarcity of water even though the 
region is endowed with many rivers. 
Since the most rivers are rain fed and 
are flooded during the monsoon, they 

suffer from severe drought during the 
harsh summer months. Water table is 
not recharged properly due to improper 
infiltration of rainwater through the lay-
ers of impermeable rocks in the Bun-
delkhand region. On the other hand, 
Latur in Marathwada region of Maha-
rashtra is also facing a severe scarcity 
of water. Marathwada is home to many 
sugar mills, and it receives below-aver-
age monsoon rains. A rapid expansion 
of sugarcane cultivation has made situ-
ations worse. Sugarcane production 
covers only 4% of state’s crop area but 
consumes two-thirds of its irrigation 
water. Latur drought is a consequence 
of over-exploitation of groundwater by 
rapidly increasing sugar mills in the re-
gion.

For sustaining life on earth, water 
should be prudently managed in its 
natural habitat.  The current problem 
of water scarcity is a collective out-
come of wrong priorities on water use 
and poor management of freshwater 
resources. To tackle the water crisis in 
India, we need to take necessary steps 
towards it. Therefore, it is important for 
all of us to conserve available freshwa-
ter reservoirs through proper resource 
management practices. There is a need 
to document traditional knowledge 
and strategies employed to deal with 
drought challenges across the water-
scarce regions of the country. Addition-
ally, water conservation strategy must 
also include latest scientific develop-
ments and technological advance-
ments to cope with water scarcity and 
drought situations. People should be 
educated about the water retention 
dams and other conventional struc-
tures like bawli, talab, anicut dam, etc. 
to store water. Central and state pol-
lution control boards should enforce 
efficient water quality standards and 
ensure their effective implementation.

Rainwater harvesting is a method 
of collection of rainwater into natural 
reservoirs. Collected water is stored 
temporarily and allowed to percolate 
into subsurface aquifers to recharge 
the groundwater. Rainwater collec-
tion had been an old and time-tested 
practice. It has to be rejuvenated in 
the present times when most of the 
rainwater is lost as surface runoff with-

 “ For sustaining 
life on earth, water should 
be prudently managed in 
its natural habitat.  The 
current problem of wa-
ter scarcity is a collective 
outcome of wrong priori-
ties on water use and poor 
management of freshwa-
ter resources. To tackle 
the water crisis in India, 
we need to take necessary 
steps towards it. There-
fore, it is important for all 
of us to conserve avail-
able freshwater reservoirs 
through proper resource 
management practices.
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out recharging the groundwater due to 
paved surfaces that do not allow water 
to percolate through them. Nowadays, 
rainwater harvesting is seen as a low-
cost and eco-friendly technique for 
conservation of water. Every independ-
ent household, residential colonies, in-
dustries and commercial setups must 
have a compulsory mechanism for 
rainwater harvesting. Tamil Nadu has 
made mandatory installation of water 
harvesting structures in every house, 
and this initiative must be prioritized 
by water conservation authorities of 
other states. Solution to the problem 
of water scarcity also lies in recycling 
of water. Water recycling is reusing the 
treated wastewater. It is high time for 
the government to invest in the water 
treatment plants so that water can be 
recycled and reused. Shifting from tra-
ditional irrigation to micro-irrigation 
techniques will be quite helpful in con-
serving a lot of water. In India, most 
areas are under traditional irrigation 
system, and the traditional way of irri-
gation causes maximum water loss. So 
the solution lies in the extensive use 
of micro-irrigation techniques such as 
drip and sprinkler irrigation. Water has 
been taken for granted due to lenient 
and ineffective water laws. This has re-
sulted in wastage as well as degrada-
tion of water. Thus, water laws should 
be made stringent so that the accessi-
bility of water can be increased through 
saving water from wastage and pollu-
tion. Media should also play a proac-
tive role in creating public awareness 
through various programs like docu-
mentaries, daily soaps, and advertise-
ments, etc.

India has a rich tradition of water 
conservation with a conservationist 
approach. Indian philosophy teaches 
us to live in harmony with the environ-
ment. The need of the hour is to regen-
erate and rejuvenate our traditions and 
teachings to combat the present water 
crisis. Our dedication to water conser-
vation and sustainable use of the fresh-
water resources can only arise from an 
honest understanding and dedicated 
application of our traditional heritage 
coupled with scientific and technologi-
cal advancements.
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While taking a casual scroll in the 
online world a few days ago, I came 
across a very satisfying little nugget. 
The learned scholars of the past be-
lieved two kinds of knowledge to be 
beneficial and worth pursuing above 
all others – knowledge of the soul and 
knowledge of the body. The first, so 
that you can keep the inner self or the 
soul at peace and the other so that you 
can heal the body and keep it in good 
shape. The doctor in me broke into an 
invisible wide smile for having chosen 
the right profession.

EXPRESSIONS

SYED MUSTAFA 
HASHMI 

A DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION OF
SACRIFICE, EXPECTATIONS

AND PRIORITIES

I must say at the outset that I have 
only just completed my MBBS. In prac-
tical terms I am still very much a learner 
and a long road lies ahead before I can 
claim some mastery over the skills that 
make a healthy doctor. Now that we 
have got the disclaimer out of the way-
on this occasion, the Doctor’s Day, let’s 
look into what makes a doctor, what 
breaks it and the things that happen in 
between.

Even today I chuckle when I hear 
young kids tell their elders that they 
want to be a doctor. They surely don’t 

He is an MBBS graduate from the 
prestigious Osmania Medical College, 
Hyderabad, preparing for his postgradu-
ate studies He’s an avid reader, a knowl-
edge enthusiast, and a champion in 
quizzes, as a participant winning several 
quizzes and as a Quiz-master giving peo-
ple knowledge and fun.



2016   August  |   The Companion20

appreciate the totality of what that 
means. There was a time when I was 
at the stage and all I thought of was 
helping the poor, service, big surgeries 
and terrible diseases. Not to forget, the 
immense respect and awe that came 
along with a title. There is quite a bit 
of truth in all of that but the reality is 
more nuanced, more heart breaking 
and heartening in equal measure.

Look deep into a good doctor and 
you’ll see a lot of hard work and dedi-
cation to learning. That is just one 
part of the picture though – when one 
comes so close to seeing pain and suf-
fering so often, it leaves impressions 
that come alive in moments of reflec-
tion. Some say you just get numb to 
the pain around, but there are times 
you feel it too. No other person is in a 
better position to appreciate having a 
normal body, a healthy mind and even 
so much as just a life than a doctor. I 
can’t help but feel the depths of how 
thankful we must be for so many bless-
ings we take granted.

In an ideal world, all doctors would 
fall into that mould. There are those 
who don’t and one can point out a lot 
many reasons why that is the case. A 
far from perfect education system, poor 
monetary incentives, healthcare being 
handled like just another business and 

to be honest, a limited set of choices. 
Parents that force their children into 
medicine, colleges that don’t ensure 
standards, bureaucracy that ensures 
progress remains a mirage, politicians 
with grossly misplaced priorities allo-
cating a pittance of the GDP to health-
care and people at all levels who don’t 
mind the status quo and let things be 
as they are, are all part of the problem. 
The last group includes a good number 
of doctors.

If you were to ask a doctor what 
his ‘limited choices’ are, this is what 
you’ll have as an answer: leave home 
and work abroad, work in the corpo-
rate sector back home, work in a gov-
ernment hospital or set up one’s own 
practice. All you readers would be 
aware, at least in part, of the kinds of 
compromises each of those options 
demand. In its bare essentials it comes 
down to a choice between a comfort-
able life away from home, a well-paid 
life in one’s own place, a principled life 
with lower pay and meagre resources 
that can’t treat patients optimally and 
a private practice that can pay but 
comes with its own set of competitive 
problems. It is not surprising that many 
doctors choose some or the other com-
bination of the above. This should give 
you some idea of what happens be-

hind the scenes.

No matter where one is, personal 
integrity in the face of ethical, mon-
etary and corporate challenges is what 
sets a desirable doctor apart from the 
rest. A rare breed of doctor may even 
compromise on morals even with his 
relatives – though it should be reassur-
ing to you that selflessness and sacri-
fice is supposed to be the norm in our 
profession, rather than an exception. 
That is perhaps one of the reasons why 
doctors are held in higher esteem. Of 
course, it seems to be an innate trait 
that when you personally get well by a 
doctor’s treatment your respect for him 
increases by multiples without con-
scious effort.

One untoward assumption that is 
prevalent among both doctors and the 
public alike is that we have gladly lim-
ited physicians to the physical body. 
That must be extended to the society 
too. This is not a new idea – the very 
celebration of Doctor’s Day is a tribute 
to Dr Bidhan Chandra Roy who was not 
just a great doctor, but also a pioneer 
in social service and not to forget the 
second Chief Minister of West Bengal. 
A doctor can, and if I may say, ought to 
consider being more than a mere prac-
titioner.

We all start out with idealism when 
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we begin. Most doctors do too. But 
only the violent sea brings out the best 
captains. There is much that can be 
learnt from them, both by young doc-
tors and the lay public. As for those 
who lie near the other end of the spec-
trum, may their tiny tribe decrease. 
Let not the popular perceptions taint 
your view of doctors on an individual 
basis. It would be plain self-serving to 
‘demand’ respect for my tribe, but it is 
imperative to hope that the esteem as-
sociated with us is earned rightly and 
retained by actions. The tradition of 
physicians is millennia old, and as in-
heritors of this seemingly sacred voca-
tion it is quite a responsibility we carry 
on our shoulders.

The next time you meet a doctor 
perhaps you’ll be in a better position 
to see, assess and interact with them. 
As I was writing this article, a lazy re-
course to social media brought me this 
– a post from one of the best surgeons 
of North India: “[On Doctor’s Day] No 
use thanking the entire Doctor commu-
nity as a whole.  People should not go 
overboard. Use your gratitude exceed-
ingly selectively. Most of them (doc-
tors) today, with very few exceptions, 
don’t deserve the honour stringed to 
the prefix ‘Dr.’!

Most doctors in India, partly due to 
the erroneous training protocols…and 
mostly due to their own imperfections 
and casual attitude, are hardly worth 
their jobs.Experimentation, fleec-
ing, overstepping skills, not keeping 
abreast of updates and revisions and 
placing their personal financial inter-
ests ahead of comfort and cure of pa-
tients are the ills plaguing our profes-
sion.” This insider’s view might sound 
too ominous, but it arises only from a 
zeal for being worthy of the standards 
expected of us. There is much to intro-
spect and correct.

If you are interested in something 
more, I would recommend two books 
– the NY Times bestseller “How Doc-
tors Think” by Jerome Groopman, and 
closer home “The Doctor Gene: What 
Everyone Must Know About Doctors” 
by Dr Rajas Deshpande.
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Amidst all sorts of hate-monger-
ing going around in the name of race, 
caste, nation, ethnicity, and above all, 
religion, there are people who make 
this world worth living and survive giv-
ing it the much needed dose of love 
and brotherhood, defying the wide-
spread divisions which are annihilat-
ing the world today. Abdul Sattar Edhi 
is one such name: a true humanitarian 
whose love for humanity was beyond 
all these petty differences, and whose 
death left a void that seems hard to be 
filled presently.

Internet is flooded with obituaries 
mourning his sad demise and paying 
tributes to him for his services towards 
humanity as a great philanthropist, a 
humanitarian who believed in human-
ity above all. But quite to my surprise, I 
nowhere found any mention of his reli-
gion, not a single soul ‘blaming’ Islam 
for his humanitarianism. Nobody is 
found seeking any connection between 
his faith and his deeds. Nobody is in-
terested to look for where he got inspi-
ration from for his good deeds. Nobody 
is searching Quran to find any verses 
that might have influenced him. No-
body is trying to find how many times 
a day he used to visit the mosque. He 
is being mourned and talked about 
just as a human or an individual, free 
of all tags and labels associating him 
to a particular faith or identity. And I 
am just wondering why he failed to be 
treated as an ambassador of his faith 
despite being a true Muslim while the 
so-called Muslims can bag this honour 
just by blowing themselves up or by 
shooting others!

I am sorry Mr. Edhi that those 
blockheads who have nothing to do 
with Islam, who act clearly against its 
teachings are more successful in ‘at-
tracting’ people towards Islam than 

SOCIETY

I AM SORRY Mr. EDHI…

you despite having lived your whole life 
as a Muslim. I am sorry to say you were 
not enough Muslim compared to them 
as per the standards of this world. I am 
sorry your Islam is not what the world 
is interested in to know. They, just with 
their single act, can bring a storm of 
abuses for the faith that they suppos-
edly follow but your lifelong deeds 
could not attract a word of praise for 
the faith that you truly followed. I am 
sorry that we are hypocrites enough 
to forget about your faith or religious 
identity while talking about your hu-
manitarianism but cannot do so while 
talking about the evils perpetrated by 
some astray elements who happen just 
to have ‘Muslim’ names, that “names” 
matter here more than deeds to relate 
people to an ideology, that we can treat 
selfless people like you who truly rep-
resent an ideology as individuals but 
we love to ascribe the deeds of indi-
viduals serving their vested interests 
to a particular ideology. It is ‘they’ who 
must represent Islam to us not you; it 
is “their” fake Islam that we need to 
highlight and not yours true one; we 
will treat only their legacy as Islam not 
yours. Sorry, for that’s what serves our 
interests best!

SHAKIRA NOMANI 
She is research scholar in English Lit-

erature at Aligarh Muslim University
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Mathematics is not just a se-
quence of computations to be carried 
out by rote until your patience or stam-
ina runs out-although it might seem 
that way from what you have been 
taught in courses called mathemat-
ics.But if we give it a thought we will 
come to know that we probably are do-
ing math,even if we don’t call it that.
Math is woven into the way we reason. 
And math makes you better at things.
Knowing mathematics is like wearing x-
ray specs that reveal hidden structures 
underneath the messy and chaotic 
surface of the world.If we have tools 

OPEN SPACE

EVER WONDERED HOW MATHS
CAN WORK IN WORLD WAR II??

of mathematics in our hand,we can un-
derstand world in a more deeper and 
sounder way.All you need is a coach or 
even just a book to teach you the rules 
and some basic tactics.

Enough about mathematics and its 
importance and influence!! let’s start 
with the topic in our hand.I will try to 
put this topic into perspective through 
a story involving a mathematician and 
his influence in World War II.

The story is about a mathemati-
cian Abraham Wald. Abraham was a 
mathematician right from the start and 

AMMAR PATHAN
He, a Btech in computer science from 
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developer currently working for WIPRO 
Technologies. He discovered his love for 
mathematics in 6th grade and is a firm 
believer that maths can be fun if handled 
and learnt in the right manner.
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his talent for the subject was quickly 
recognised and he was drawn to sub-
jects abstract and recondite even by 
the standards of pure mathematics: set 
theory and metric spaces.Due to vari-
ous circumstances arising in his life he 
eventually moved to New York and that 
is where he fought the war.The statisti-
cal research group(SRG) is where Wald 
spent much of his life during World War 
II. It was a classified group that yoked 
the assembled might of American stat-
isticians to the war effort something 
like the Manhattan project,except the 
weapons being developed were equa-
tions, not explosives. The SRG was the 
most high-powered and ultimately the 
most influential group working during 
World War II.body is trying to find how 
many times a day he used to visit the 
mosque. He is being mourned and 
talked about just as a human or an indi-
vidual, free of all tags and labels asso-
ciating him to a particular faith or iden-
tity. And I am just wondering why he 
failed to be treated as an ambassador 
of his faith despite being a true Muslim 
while the so-called Muslims can bag 
this honour just by blowing themselves 
up or by shooting others!

I am sorry Mr. Edhi that those block-
heads who have nothing to do with Is-
lam, who act clearly against its teach-
ings are more successful in ‘attracting’ 
people towards Islam than you despite 
having lived your whole life as a Muslim. 
I am sorry to say you were not enough 
Muslim compared to them as per the 
standards of this world. I am sorry your 
Islam is not what the world is interested 
in to know. They, just with their single 
act, can bring a storm of abuses for the 
faith that they supposedly follow but 
your lifelong deeds could not attract a 
word of praise for the faith that you tru-
ly followed. I am sorry that we are hypo-
crites enough to forget about your faith 
or religious identity while talking about 
your humanitarianism but cannot do 
so while talking about the evils perpe-
trated by some astray elements who 
happen just to have ‘Muslim’ names, 
that “names” matter here more than 
deeds to relate people to an ideology, 
that we can treat selfless people like 
you who truly represent an ideology as 
individuals but we love to ascribe the 

deeds of individuals serving their vest-
ed interests to a particular ideology. It 
is ‘they’ who must represent Islam to 
us not you; it is “their” fake Islam that 
we need to highlight and not yours true 
one; we will treat only their legacy as 
Islam not yours. Sorry, for that’s what 
serves our interests best!

The Big Question 

You don’t want your planes to get 
shot down by enemy fighters so you 
armour them.But armour makes the 
plane heavier and heavier planes are 
hard to manoeuvre and use more fuel. 
Somewhere in between there is an 
optimum .The question put up to the 
mathematicians in the SRG was to fig-
ure out where that optimum is.

The military provided some data 
to the SRG. The American planes that 
came back from engagements in Eu-
rope were covered in bullet holes. But 
the damage was not uniformly distrib-
uted. There were more bullet holes in 
the fuselage not so many in the engine.

Section of      Bullet holes per   
plane    square foot

Engine.                        1.11

Fuselage                      1.73

Fuel system                 1.55

Rest of the plane        1.8

The army saw an opportunity for 
efficiency, getting same protection 
with less armour if we concentrate the 
armour on the places with greatest hit 
rate. But exactly how much armour be-
longed on those parts of the plane?  
That was the answer they approached 
Wald for.But the answer they got was 
very different from what they had ex-
pected,

The armour, said Wald, doesn’t 
go where the bullet holes are. It goes 
where the bullet holes aren’t: on the 
engine. The reason planes were com-
ing back with fewer hits to the engine 
is that planes that got hit in the engine 
weren’t coming back. Whereas the 
large number of planes returning to the 
base with a Swiss-cheesed fuselage is 
pretty strong evidence that hits to the 

fuselage can be tolerated. If you go the 
recovery room at the hospital, you will 
see a lot more people with bullet holes 
in their legs than people with bullet 
holes in their chest.

Wald’s recommendations were 
quickly put into effect and were still be-
ing used by the navy and the air force 
through the wars in Korea and Vietnam. 
One thing that defense establishments 
across the globe have understood is 
that countries don’t win wars just by 
being braver than the other side or 
freer or slightly preferred by God. The 
winners are usually the guys who get 
5% less fuel or who get 5% fewer of 
their planes shot down. And I can tell 
you this that their is math every step of 
the way.

Reading your mind

And now I think most of you would 
be thinking quite reasonably:Where is 
the math? Wald was a mathematician, 
that’s true and it can’t be denied that 
his solution was ingenious,but what’s 
mathematics about it? Have I read your 
mind correctly: Another career option 
for me. But I can tell you one thing that 
I have seen Wald’s solution and I can 
assure you that he did use mathemati-
cal formulas but I thought about telling 
you the story without them. If you don’t 
believe me, look it up but then don’t 
come back to me if it gives you a shock.

Conclusion 

Mathematics is just common 
sense.May be this doesn’t feel right 
when you are doing definite integrals 
in your classroom but it can become 
common sense if you try. Mathematics 
is the study of things that come out a 
certain way because there is no other 
way they could possibly be. This story 
that I have told you is an excerpt from a 
book “How not to be wrong” written by 
Jordan Ellenberg, so if this story inter-
ests you give this book a read and you 
can thank me later.
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“Those who dream about India 
becoming an economic superpower, 
even with its huge proportion of under-
nourished  children, lack of systematic 
health care, extremely deficient school 
education and half of the homes with-
out toilets, have to reconsider not only 
the reach of their understanding of the 
mutual relationship between growth 
and development, but also their ap-
preciation of the demands of social 
justice, which is integrally linked with 
the expansion of human freedoms.” 
This is how India’s two leading devel-
opment economists Amartya Sen and 
John Dreze define and argue on the 
prospect of Indian growth. India boom-
ing- but for whom? This is the question 
put forward by the duos in their noble 
book, An Uncertain Glory: India and its 
Contradictions.

No doubt, since independence the 
nourishment of Indian democracy is 
incredible. And in seven decades, it 
has set its foundation so strong that it 

ECONOMICS

CAN INDIA’S GROWTH DRIVE
ITS DEVELOPMENT?

is in a position to challenge the super-
powers especially in terms of economic 
growth.  In the last two decades the 
pace of growth rate has been remark-
able and has reached its maximum 
height of 9 per cent during the period 
of 2003-2007.  After the reform brought 
by P. V Narsimha Rao in 1991-92, India 
has never looked back. The growth is 
rapid in post reform era and is mov-
ing towards the free- market economy.  
The Goldman Sachs, an American 
multinational banking firm predicted  
that India will take over France and 
Italy by 2020 in terms GDP at current 
price later Germany, UK and  Russia  by 
2025. However, for the first time after 
reform India has beaten China and and 
it is playing an influential role in shap-
ing the global economy. International 
Monetary Fund ranks India as seventh 
largest economy of the world in terms 
of nominal GDP.

This is would be the partial truth 
if we ignore the social conditions and 
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2016   August  |   The Companion26

living standards of Indian within its 
boundary of the same booming nation. 
United Nation in its Millennium Devel-
opment Goals report 2014 writes that 
“Still, nearly 300 million people live 
in extreme poverty in India and face 
deprivation in terms of access to basic 
services, including education, health, 
water, sanitation and electricity”. In an-
other MGD study UN argues that India 
is a residence of one-third of total ex-
tremely poor people of the world.

“Over the past few decades, for a 
stark reminder of the global gulf be-
tween the rich and the poor a visit to 
any country in the third world has suf-
ficed. India is one of the most striking 
examples. Here we have our least for-
tunate living with resources less than 
those available to dwellers in sub-Sa-
haran Africa, and our wealthiest in the 
list of the world’s top 100 billionaires,”  
is what ‘Oxfam India,’ an independ-
ent organisation working on global in-
equality, concluded  about the income 
inequality in India. Increasing income-
inequality is another matter of concern 
which is already affecting the aim of 
sustainable development. In pre liber-
alisation era there were hardly any bil-
lionaires on boat. But in another three 
decades, India ranks third among all 
countries in producing highest number 
of billionaires and is expected to grow 
incredibly with the time. The story itself 
reveals the pace of growing income in-
equality in the country. And if it contin-
ues to grow like this then the outcome 
will be very odd as Peter Singer moral 
philosopher from Australia warns that 
growing “economic inequality can give 
wealthier people an unacceptable de-
gree of control over the lives of others 
and it can undermine the fairness of 
political institutions and economic sys-
tem itself.”

Now after the distribution of wealth 
let’s analyse the amount of pie general 
population is getting from the cake of 
development. In 2014 Indian Econom-
ic Summit, Mint published  top seven 
challenges Indian economy is facing 
and key agenda to discuss under the 
theme ‘Redefining Public-Private Co-
operation for a New Beginning’ that 
included issues like Education, Ur-
banization, Health, Sanitation, Gender, 

transparency and Water scarcity.

The status of education system in 
India can be judged by recent ‘Bihar 
and Gujarat topper scam. Infact these 
scams are not unique, there are many 
such reports on various education 
scams from all the states, once you 
Google you can find many results. Vya-
pam Scam also falls in same category.

According to Akshay Saxena, co-
founder of Avanti Learning center, mil-
lions of children are unable to go to the 
high school and 50 million students 
having terrible high school among all 
those fortunate children who finally 
make their high school. In his words 
“education is a problem of teach-
ers, students and curriculum, public 
schools facing tremendous shortage of 
teachers at millions”.

India once holds the pride for be-
ing the ‘center of learning’ while hav-
ing institutions like Nalanda University 
and Taxila, but in 21st century none of 
institutions from India are able to oc-
cupy space in top 200 colleges of the 
world. This doesn’t mean India does 
not produce extraordinary minds but 
the fact is after graduating from IITs 
and IIMs Indian minds look towards Eu-
rope and United States for the research 
programs.

In 1964-66 Kothari commission rec-
ommended that India should spend 6 
per cent of the GDP on education while 
according to 2010 data India spends 
merely 3.3 per cent of the GDP when 
the global average is 4-9. While com-
paring from country like China and Sri 
Lanka we find that they have much 
better education facilities and literacy 
rate, even education sector primarily 
manage by the public sector. It is either 
because of corruption or lack of funds 
or may be because of the prevailing 
education policies. From primary to 
higher, the crisis is going deeper and 
deeper in Indian education system.

Other public sector including 
healthcare is facing same kind of igno-
rance by the government. Expenditure 
on health is continuously shrinking 
even in current budget proposed by 
Jaitly, it is reduced by 15 per cent. The 
data says one million people die every 
year because of inadequate healthcare 

facilities and around 700 million peo-
ple have no access to specialist care. 
So in such circumstances the question 
will be obviously asked from the gov-
ernment that ‘who is getting all pies of 
cake’?

“Since the practice of democracy 
depends greatly on which issues are 
publicly discussed, the comparative 
silence of the media on health care 
makes it much more difficult to rem-
edy the problems from which Indian 
healthcare suffers. The issue is not only 
that India is doing very badly in child 
immunization, but also that this terri-
ble record has remained unchallenged 
and virtually unaddressed.” This is 
what Sen and Dreze concluded about 
health crisis in India in the same book .

Population is often used as an ex-
cuse for the poor social indicators In-
dia has. On being asked a question 
regarding the population growth and 
the development, Zulfi Sheth, an emi-
nent scholar of economics at Aligarh 
Muslim University, replies, “Well when 
baby comes in the world, comes with 
not only mouth but with a pair of hands 
too. Like china focused on hands and 
massively invested in training people 
and building infrastructure we can fol-
low Chinese model of human develop-
ment. But for that we need a big push 
and very stable government with one 
point clear vision. If we won’t invest 
in infrastructures specially training 
institutes, our potential demographic 
dividend will become demographic 
disaster.”

Migration, urbanization pollution 
and the depletion of natural resources 
also demand equal attention as these 
issues widely affect the economy in 
long term and the population, mostly 
the poor.

Currently India finds itself at 130th 
position in Human Development Index 
among 188 countries while in 1991 
the rank was 131. So what is chang-
ing? What else need to describe the 
uncertain glory of the India? Yes, India 
is emerging, growing and shining but 
for whom. It seems like there is itself 
an India within the India and ignoring 
it cannot give any picture than worse in 
short as well as in long term growth.
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It was a fine morning. The chawk 
was not as crowded as it is always 
during the day. Few of the shops were 
open; the tea shop, the milk shop and 
the one selling morning eateries. Oth-
ers would be open within an hour’s 
time. There was a very little traffic on 
the main road; only a few passenger 
vans and lorries carrying people from 
villages who try to reach the town very 
early so as to get secure themselves in 
the initial queue in the infinitely long 
queues at the Tahseel and the govern-
ment hospital.

EXPRESSIONS

USAMA HAMEED

AN EID OF ITS KIND

One such van had reached the stop, 
all the passengers had gone but one, 
who was refusing to get down from 
the van. She was a woman in black 
veil holding the hand of a 5 year kid, 
who was wearing a shining white kurta 
with a new white skull cap on the head. 
She was talking to the van driver. After 
a moment their voice raised, she had 
started to shout loudly. The driver was 
also bad tempered, though he was try-
ing to be calm in little intervals. They 
became a subject of attention; the 
people in the market were puzzled and 
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were assembling around the van to see 
what had happened.

When the women saw the people 
around her she started to shout even 
more loudly and now she was com-
plaining to the crowd, “You see, what a 
cheater he is, the son of *****, I know 
the fare very well, I am not a naïve, I 
visit here regularly, I know the fare very 
well, you see, now he is saying it has 
increased.”

The van driver defended furiously, 
“I did never say that, I only said that I 
don’t have change, I cannot return you 
the coins. Where would I get change 
so early in the morning, I don’t have a 
treasure.”

The woman was not in a mood to 
surrender, she cried, “that’s only a 
trick. When you are running the vehicle 
why don’t you keep the change? I know 
this; I know what a thug you people 
are. Give me my money or I will call the 
police.”

On the reference of police, some 
people smiled; some cleared their 
throat, and a few walked along and 
the rest now tried to interfere. Some-
one pleaded in morning mood, “leave 
it, bahan ji, it is only three rupee, you 
know you can’t do anything of three 
rupee.”

On this, she banged back even 
more furiously, “why should I leave the 
money, it’s my hard earned money, nei-
ther I have a money tree, why don’t you 
lecture him not to take the fare at all?”

The man had no wish to start his 
day with a quarrel and so left the place 
muttering and cursing. Meanwhile 
someone had offered the change to the 
van driver and he paid her with three 
rupee. Now satisfied she stood at the 
side as the van moved, but in no time 
she cried in such a voice as if her heart 
had blasted, and then ran towards the 
van. The driver was frightened with the 
cry and stopped a few feet away. She 
leaped in to the van, banged into the 
back seat, pulled out a bag and held it 
to her heart for a long time, a few of the 
men noticed the tears rolling down  her 
cheeks.

The sun was high now. They had 
been walking for an hour or more. The 

kid had instantly finished the single 
banana that she had purchased with 
those three rupees. Now he was almost 
running behind her mother as she was 
walking in haste. Her veil wet and dirty 
with the sweat and dust, the bag hang-
ing in one hand, other hand clutching 
the nose-piece, she was lost in another 
world. The kid was almost tuck-pointed 
to his mother’s broken heals, which 
had now starting to ache, a red and 
black curve was all he was able to see 
while running behind her, the blood 
was almost ready to flow from her bro-
ken heels.

They were out of the town now, she 
knew all the short cuts and she knew if 
she would take other way it would cost 
her another ten rupee for the auto. She 
had come here a number of times, but 
this time it was kid who had to walk 
miles with her.

She looked at him with motherly af-
fection, without decreasing her speed. 
He looked at her face with pain and 
complains and then got struck to a 
stone. He fell down and cried with all 
his strength, his knees and palm were 
bruised, his fine white pajama was torn 
on knees, his cap lay tossed aside, 
he had started bleeding at one of the 
toes, where he was hit. She remained 
shocked, hanged him with his one 
hand, furiously, she slapped him twice, 
“Can’t you walk with your eyes open , 
scoundrel? We are already late, do you 

understand?”

Hell with his pain and wound he 
did not say anything except crying in 
full growl. She picked him up in her lap 
walked a small and then sat down un-
der a mango tree at the side of the nar-
row road. She was tired and annoyed 
with his cry. After minutes he was re-
laxed and was only hiccupping. She 
closed her eyes.

How joyful those days were, she 
thought. Her family, well-off, happy 
and respected in locality, but it was not 
the only object to miss; she had devel-
oped a deep nostalgia for her friends 
and college days. The days when she 
was all happy, she had told a lot of sto-
ries of those days to her husband, and 
a lot of times. Her husband, Ah! How, 
her friends were to mock her when they 
came to know that she would be mar-
ried to her cousin. A few jealous ones 
even started blame her of love affair; 
there was a lot of talk of every kind. 
But she never took notice of all that, 
she knew him since childhood and she 
knew that he had himself requested 
her family for her hand. In a corner of 
heart she also admired him. And when 
she got married, those were the best 
moments of life, until the fateful night 
of August…

She woke with an alarm, “have I 
slept too much?”

“No” said the boy, who was busy 
applying saliva on his wound, “it is 
only ten minutes or less.”  He applied 
the same on the heels of his mother, “it 
will give relief. Does it ache much?”

“Not at all!” she said without any 
care, stood up with a jerk, clutched the 
bag and started to walk again.

The sun had reached straight on 
their head when they reached there. 
She had picked him up on her back. Her 
heels had started to bleed; she could 
feel red, sticky, thick blood squeezing 
out of her heels. It was impossible to 
walk out of terrible pain. She was tak-
ing a pause at every hundred yards. 
The handle of the bag was wet with her 
sweat. She was still lost in her secret 
world.

“Why should anyone care of any-
one! Huh! I do not need their money, 

 “ How joyful those 
days were, she thought. 
Her family, well-off, happy 
and respected in locality, 
but it was not the only ob-
ject to miss; she had de-
veloped a deep nostalgia 
for her friends and college 
days. The days when she 
was all happy, she had 
told a lot of stories of those 
days to her husband.
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I do not need their help, the dogs and 
hogs, let them come this time. I will 
show them I am still alive. I don’t need 
the scoundrel’s sermon of piety, nei-
ther I want that false promises, let him 
come for the vote, I will tear his belly 
apart, hell to them!”

The boy exclaimed with joy when 
he saw the high wall from his mother’s 
right shoulder, “There it is. Look moth-
er! We reached.”

She looked at the high wall, at the 
wired hedge, at the high watch towers 
and then she looked at the top of the 
trees in the compound. She took a sigh 
of relief. At last she had reached here 
by a shortcut route; it was only a three 
hour walk. Now, she had only to take a 
round across the compound to be there 
at the main gate.

She had been waiting there for two 
hours. She was sitting under a banyan 
tree near the giant gate on which a 
curved board read in Hindi ‘Jila Kara-
gar’ and under that in English ‘Dist. Jail, 
estb. 1917’

The sun was setting down fast. She 
was worried of return. Still she was 
waiting with a hope. She was waiting 
for the bada sahib to come. She had no 

knowledge of his timing, yet last time 
she had got him by chance, it saved her 
hundred rupees which she had to pay 
as bribe to sentry, otherwise. She man-
aged extra wheat that month. Mean-
while the sentry had warned her eight 
times that she would not be allowed to 
meet her husband today. The boy was 
asleep.

When the sentry came eleventh 
time to shout on her, she pulled out a 
hundred rupee note from the pocket of 
the veil before he could have kicked 
her, she had lost the hope. She woke 
the kid up, rubbed his face with her 
palm, set his kurta orderly, put the cap 
on his head and smiled, “let us go see 
him.” The boy grinned.

They did not allow her to carry the 
bag, she knew it. She pulled the stain-
less steel Tiffin out, which they checked 
thrice, removing all its parts, with the 
detector, before she packed it back and 
entered the main compound where she 
would wait until his number was called. 
It did not take much time. When the se-
poy shouted, “Mulaqat 334”, she was 
all out of herself. They almost stormed 
into the room. There he was, sitting on 
a bench, in half sleeve white shirt and 
white trousers; he smiled when he saw 

them. It was the smile of a dead man; 
as if he had been woken up from his 
grave. She stepped towards him but 
then ceased at a pace; a sepoy was 
standing at a corner.  He held her hand 
and kissed it, it was dead cold. The boy 
handling the tiffin seized his legs.

After a few moments when he 
spoke, it sounded hollow, as if he was 
in deep, dark forest, with no living be-
ing but him, as if he was in a graveyard 
talking to the dead, “What do they 
say?” he asked.

“They don’t say anything. They 
don’t remember you. They have de-
veloped Amnesia and Alexithymia, si-
multaneously.” She replied with blank 
eyes. She knew she must not cry there, 
for screaming alone, a few next days 
were fixed.

He picked the boy in his hands, 
kissed him madly, and whispered, 
“You know, jaan, I would never do that, 
they are all liars, I will come back, they 
will see….”

The boy kept his little hand on the 
lips of his father, lifted the tiffin with 
the other and said, “I have brought se-
waiyyan for you, Abba, Eid Mubarak!!”
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EXPRESSIONS

BILAL PARRAY

HIMALAYAN HINA

Oh mighty sky  you be witness.

To these wounds. That forces

of brutality has inflicted here.

Shower lightly over these impressions. And let all vanish

In a merciful rain.

Of what use are these ruins?

That reminds a collapsed dream. 

Every house is indebted to graveyards.

Some minor, some in major.

Every life is at loan. Death is here every night’s guest.

Those who live here are dead like creatures. 

They have seen features washed in tears.

As children of conflict  they roam in dark nights.

How come they escape from  horrible dreams.

Death is inevitable,  but what life is this?

When a groom dies  before a lawful longing kiss.

Of her beloved, who is now widow. 

Some one had inscribed on her hands

Name of her beloved in Persian mehandi

Just a minute before

the day may raise the sun of her sorrows.
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EXPRESSIONS

YOUSUF BIN MOHAMMAD

EID HAS COME

believers blessed bow Eid has come

Fitra night now Eid has come

Blessings of months all in all

Condensed in ‘now’ Eid has come

Takbeer, Tasbeeh, Hamd-o-Sana

Proclaiming how Eid has come

Break of fast and crescent seen

Shouting kids show Eid has come

There’s no time to rest till dawn

Sweeten milk now Eid has come

Fun rides, toyshops plying full

Prayer fields’ flow Eid has come

Pleasant Ramadan ends but now

Joie de vivre grow Eid has come

He is a student, works as a digitization assistant with Juma al Majid Center for Culture and Heritage(JUMA 
al Majid Group). He is equally interested in literature(poetry), philosophy and Psychology.
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EXPRESSIONS

MARIYA NURAIN

A FRIEND LIKE YOU !

It all initiated with a smile,

And ascended with a hello,hi!

Then literally became friends,

And now best best buddies!!

I had met many friends and meets,

But not a friend like you,

you put a smile on my face,

which I think I can never ever repay You!!

You came in my life like fiery angel,

And stayed in my heart like a snowy angel,

And now,you’re like a charishma,

And i thank God that I met a friend like You

I dont know I’ll ever see you again,

But our friendship shall remain forever,

And there in my heart I shall keep you forever,

because of a friend like you!!
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AISF, JDU students 
clash over exam
date in Patna 

2 students have topped and flunked at the same time.

Nurture students to be inquisitiv
 and rebellious: Prakash Javadekar

CAMPUS NEWS

Students belonging to political 
wings of AISF (All India students forum) 
and JD (U) were involved in a stand-
off which turned ugly when hurling of 
chairs and sticks was seen around. 
Many students and few staff were in-
jured in this incident. The police had to 
resort to lathicharge to take control of 
the mob. 

This incident took place in Patna 
Arts College on the day of examina-
tion which was scheduled on that day, 
which AISF students wanted it to be 
postponed, whereas JDU student wing 
were adamant that it be conducted on 
the same day.

In the Bihar intermediate (12th) 
exam, 42 students have topped and 
flunked the exam at the same time. 

The New Human Resource Develop-
ment has begun it’s office with a tre-
mendous zeal  and enthusiasm calling 
the students be given more freedom 
to ask questions and rebel in order to 
become  inquisitive and , challenge 
status quo, in process transforming to 
innovators. 

The Minister raised the concern 
that, in the present system, students 
are discouraged to raise doubts, par-
ticipate actively in the class, and as 

COMPILED BY NIHAAL KIDIYOOR

a result they never develop curiosity 
and inquisitiveness, thus never take 
on authorities, rebel which make them 
passive and robs away their innova-
tiveness.

Prakash Javadekar has replaced 
Smriti Irani as the new HRD minister. 
The former minister was a target of at-
tack for students, especially for her in-
capacity of her to Act in especially HCU 
and JNU issue.

After reading this, only one phrase 
comes to mind, “Incredible India”. 
These students were issued two sets of 

roll numbers. Examinee would get one 
and their alibi, scholar who would write 
on their behalf would get one.

The students belonging to Vaishali 
Vishun Roy College, has lost its affilia-
tion after the matter has surfaced. Ruby 
Rai, the topper earlier said cooking was 
taught in Political Science. The princi-
pal was the lynchpin in the case, where 
he would hire scholars to write the 
exam for the students. Ruby Rai had 
earlier said that, she had asked her 
father to only get her passed, and was 
surprised to find her to be the topper. 
In the retest she could only manage to 
bag single digit scores. 

One can only wonder how many 
such rackets are run throughout the 
country and is this just the tip of the 
iceberg?.........
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More than half the government school teachers of
MP state don’t go to school but draw salary.

CAMPUS NEWS

A shocking reality of the govern-
ment school was presented by the top 
government official that more than 
50% of the government school teach-
ers are found to be absent on any giv-
en day , but draw salaries. 

This highlights the plight of govern-
ment schools where teachers are least 
bothered. It has become a source of 
part time income. In some case, they 
leave behind imposters in their place 

who pay those about 5000 rupees a 
month.

This data was released after con-
ducting surprise inspection over past 
few months. According to Annual Sta-
tus of Education Report (ASER), only 
50% students attend school every day 
in the state. The report also says stu-
dents refrain from schools because 
quality education is not provided as 
teachers are absent most of the time.

AMU students take their formula racing car for global challenge in UK 
Students of Zakir Hussain College 

of Engineering and Technology (AMU) 
who have designed a Formula racing 
car  will be competing at the prestig-
ious Silverstone Racing Circuit in the 
UK from July 14 to 17. The team com-
prises of 25 students.

This is the first time AMU will be 
participating in an international rac-
ing circuit. AMU will be one of the four 
colleges representing India.  Weighing 
200 kg, the car is powered by a Honda 
CBR 250cc engine. Its parts have been 
imported from the US and Germany 
for best results while the body is self-
designed and made from carbon fibre 
to make it light weight and suitable for 
racing conditions.

Aadhaar made mandatory for students getting fellowship
from central universities

The University Grants Commission 
(UGC) has asked all Central Univer-
sities to provide the list of research 
scholars getting a fellowship and their 
Aadhaar numbers by the end of July so 
that there is no duplication and real 
beneficiaries receive the benefits of 
government scholarships and fellow-
ships.

It UGC has made it clear that fel-

ic year.  It has been made compulsory 
for NET qualified scholars applying for 
JRF and senior fellowship to provide 
their Adhaar number to universities. 
The money will be distributed directly 
through direct bank transfers. Students 
who are yet to have their cards would 
face difficulties in this process and 
will have to get their cards done within 
time.

lowship and scholarships have been 
linked to Adhar card from this academ-


