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GUEST-EDITORIAL

FREEDOM FROM PREJUDICES:
ARE WE STILL THERE?

As the traditional Manipuri society fumes 
over Irom Sharmila’s decision to discontin-
ue her fast and join politics, it is high time 
we as a society should introspect the mean-
ing of freedom from within. Irom Sharmila, 
the young woman 16 years back decided to 
let go off a lot of worldly pleasures until the 
draconian law Armed Forces Special Powers 
Act (AFSPA) was repealed.

For those who came in late, Supreme 
Court recently insisted that any encounter 
carried out by armed forces in the garb of 
AFSPA should be subjected to thorough in-
quiry. “It does not matter whether the vic-
tim was a common person or a militant or a 
terrorist, nor does it matter whether the ag-
gressor was a common person or the state. 
The law is the same for both and is equally 
applicable to both… This is the requirement 
of a democracy and the requirement of pres-
ervation of the rule of law and the preserva-
tion of individual liberties,” a Bench of Jus-
tices Madan B. Lokur and U.U. Lalit said in 
an 85-page judgment. Apart from this, civil 
liberty experts have always argued against 
this law. The argument against the oppres-
sive nature of the law is therefore reason-
ably established. People like Irom Sharmila 
just have been trying to make the establish-
ment see through the realities.

All she was thinking of during her strug-
gle was the freedom of her Manipuri broth-
ers and sisters from the oppressive regime 
of AFSPA but after these 16 grueling years 
when she sought to change her strategy she 

is facing so much resistance from the very 
people she defended so far.  When we look 
closely we find that it’s not the strategy that is 
bothering her supporters, it’s her defiance to 
patriarchy that is hurting them.  Manipur is a 
matriarchal society but when it comes to free-
dom of choice of a woman it seems it has not 
got any closer to that ideal. Otherwise what 
explains people abandoning her midway to 
the extent of making it difficult for her to find 
a shelter to live in.  Our  society takes pride 
in freedom struggle and heroes but it is yet to 
be freed from shackles of prejudice, inherent 
patriarchy and moral policing.

When I look at Sharmila now I only am re-
minded these lines from  Robert Browning’s 
poem The Patriot;

There’s nobody on the house-tops now—

Just a palsied few at the windows set;

For the best of the sight is, all allow,

At the Shambles’ Gate—or, better yet,

By the very scaffold’s foot, I trow.

We as a nation have always wanted that 
Bhagat Singh should be born in the neigh-
bour’s home. Those not supporting Shamila’s 
political ambitions are guilty of hypocrisy, of 
opportunism and of prejudiced thinking. Let 
us release ourselves from the shackles of 
such negative forces first. Irom has not failed, 
it’s actually us who will be failing her by not 
standing by her at this crucial juncture. With 
hope, to freedom!

TAHMINA LASKAR
She works with Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI), as a Progamme 

Officer, Access to Justice (Police Reforms).



2016   September   |   The Companion 5

He was an uncommon student 
for his classmates who used to name 
and shame him by calling “Thoti” or 
“Bhangi”, a historically discriminated 
untouchable caste primarily involved 
in manual scavenging since ages, the 
profession of removal of untreated hu-
man excreta from toilets or pit latrines.

One can witness the other forms of 
manual scavenging in the municipality 
workers who are often seen cleaning 
the jammed potholes in the cities.

He contemplated suicide upon 

COVER STORY

KNOCKING THE COLLECTIVE
CONSCIENCE- A STRUGGLE AGAINST

MANUAL SCAVENGING

coming to know of his family’s profes-
sion and having been brought up in a 
society that never treated him as an 
equal human being.

At 20, while applying for a job at 
employment exchange the officer him-
self filled Wilson’s desired profession 
as “scavenging” without even asking 
for his consent, thanks to the caste he 
is ascribed to! This incident sparked 
the vigil within him to fight against the 
caste oppression and ,in particular, 
manual scavenging .

ABDUL MUMIN
He has completed his B.E in Comput-

er Science from Chaitanya Bharathi Insti-
tute of Technology, Hyderabad. Currently 
he is working as software engineer. He is 
interested in Educational and Social is-
sues.
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Winner of 2016 Ramon Magsaysay 
award, Bezwada Wilson’s struggle all 
through the past 4 decades is noth-
ing less than a fight against the insan-
ity and inhumanity prevalent in our 
deeply discriminatory society. While 
we eulogize the multifold develop-
ment in the country post independ-
ence there still continues this practice 
of manual scavenging. An estimate 
by Bezwada Wilson’s NGO Safai Kar-
machari Andolan(SKA) counts over 
1200 worker deaths on the sewer line 
go unnoticed each year.

Although the “The Employment 
of Manual Scavengers & Construc-
tion of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act, 
1993”dictates the prohibition of en-
gagement or employment of persons 
for manually carrying human excreta 
and further prohibits the construction 
or maintenance of dry latrines, ironi-
cally the practice of manual scaveng-
ing is rampant in various parts of the 
country especially in the northern 
states in both private and government 
establishments. Bezwada Wilson esti-
mates there are around 2 lakhs people 
still involved in manual scavenging till 
date.

It is a disgrace for us that the 
practice of manual scavenging was 
prevalent up until the late 20th cen-
tury and still continues. During early 
1980s when Wilson started his strug-
gle there were about 2 million people 
across India involved in this practice. 
As such the problem as Wilson feels 
is within the society. He feels the crux 
of the problem is caste and patriarchy. 
80% of the scavengers are feared to be 
women.

Wilson’s struggle started from 1986 
when he started sensitizing the com-
munity about the problem with manual 

 “ Winner of 2016 
Ramon Magsaysay award, 
Bezwada Wilson’s strug-
gle all through the past 4 
decades is nothing less 
than the fight against the 
insanity and inhuman-
ity prevalent in our deeply 
discriminatory society.

scavenging and that it won’t help them 
live with dignity and self respect. It 
took him around 10 years to take his 
family, relatives and the community 
into the confidence about the fight 
against the manual scavenging. He 
was successful to bring the whole com-
munity on one platform to abolish this 
profession and work for rehabilitation.

He has been putting pressure on 
the Government of India from 1986 
to till date but the government has 
barely taken any substantial measure 
to abolish this practice. A Public Inter-
est Litigation (PIL) in 2003 named all 
the state and central government de-
partments as violators of Manual Scav-
enging Prohibition Act (1993). The sad 
state of affairs has not yet changed for 
good which clearly affirms the lack of 
political will in abolishing this menace.

As Wilson rightly promulgates, the 
crux of the problem is the caste system 
and the collective apathy toward the 
fellow human being that every one of 
us live with day in day out.

It is evident that no one is serious 
in abolishing this practice. Govern-
ment, civil society, and the people who 
employ the scavengers, in fact can be 
accused of committing this crime.

More importantly, the fact that 
it took a person from the scaveng-
ing community to stand up and fight 
against the system that doesn’t help 
a historically discriminated and under-
privileged section of the society come 
out of the menace of manual scaveng-
ing, itself proves that there is dearth of 
conscience in the society.

On the contrary our already bloat-
ed education system strengthens this 
lack of conscience and continues to 
provide the senseless, roboticized and 
apathetic individuals many of whom 
become statesman, educationist, of-
ficers, and technologists but fail to 
recognize the plight of fellow human!!!

It also rekindles the caste ques-
tion. Whether India is free of caste op-
pression or it is an uncomfortable fact 
that no one wants to live with.
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AW: To begin with, tell us some-
thing about your school days. Did you 
have to face any kind of discrimination 
such as based on caste and occupa-
tion?

BW:  See at many places I have 
told about the discrimination. This is a 
regular practice across the country. It is 
not just me, Dalits everywhere face the 
discrimination and it is not abnormal 
for the Indian society. 

INTERVIEW

YOUR SENTIMENT MY SENTIMENT 
SHOULD NOT RULE THIS

COUNTRY-BEZWADA WILSON

AW: Comment upon the challenges 
faced by your community at various 
levels right from schooling, social ac-
ceptance and employment/occupation 
in the light of your personal experience.

BW:  There are many hurdles I faced 
in my early age. Particularly when I 
approached for any kind of employ-
ment, they used to write my name for 
manual scavenging. The students and 
colleagues also discriminated against 

 ANWARUL HODA

The Magsaysay award winner and the Dalit activist, Mr. Bezwada Wilson 
(henceforth BW) in an exclusive interview to The Companion shared his life at 
school and college, and discussed his future plans with his fearless opinion on 
the government as well as on the bureaucrats. The Companion team congratu-
lates you for being conferred with Ramon Magsaysay Award 2016. The interview 
was taken by Anwarul Hoda (henceforth AW).

He graduated in Economics from 
AMU. He writes on the issues of Injus-
tice and on marginalized section of In-
dian Economy. He also run a student 
organization ‘Being Civilized’ and stu-
dent based blog ‘The Indomitable Youth’ 
which works on rural India especially on 
farmers empowerment.
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me. I can understand how other people 
look me down. I face all kinds of dis-
crimination.

AW: Moving further, can you share 
with us what (any particular incident?) 
led you to revolt against what we call 
societal/ socially accepted ‘manual 
scavenging’?

BW: Thirty years ago at my na-
tive place, I had seen scavengers or 
manual scavengers cleaning the toi-
lets. That incident has made me; it is 
not acceptable in any human society. 
From that time I felt that we have to do 
something. It was not very systemati-
cally planned anything, whatever was 
possible we did, but now we realise 
something is going on. 

AW: The Dalits have thoroughly 
been the victim of ascribed caste based 
occupations. Besides caste system, are 
there any other factors which cause 
hurdles to economic freedom of Dalits? 

BW:  Not just caste, even the pa-
triarchy is another problem. Without 
destroying the patriarchy it is difficult 
for many communities to come out. 
And dominant caste, they don’t like to 
demolish or destroy anything because 
they enjoy the facilities, privileges and 
the resources. So the people like dal-
its and the margenalised must come 
together and they have to destroy the 
caste, the patriarchy, the class. Other-
wise in India we don’t feel free or as liv-
ing in a democratic country. 

AW: In a survey conducted by Navs-
arjan  in Gujarat, it was found that 
many people refuse to buy goods from 
those belonging to the Dalit commu-
nity, thus forcing them to return to their 
ascribed occupations. What changes 
are required in legislature to bring re-
forms on cultural, occupational and so-
cial fronts?

BW: Whatever legislature we have, 
itself it has no capacity. There is no po-
litical will to implement. When the po-
litical will is lacking, even if you make 
more laws you can’t bring social change 
through legislation. Legislatures are 
one of the tools for social change. First 
it is for the beginning and the second 

is the bureaucracy must change their 
mindset and they must have to start 
implementing the laws. If they don’t 
implement the laws, it is like you make 
laws just to worship them, and we feel 
that we have law. What is the use of it, 
if it is not helping the oppressed people 
to come out from caste based occupa-
tion, poverty or anything? I will say mak-
ing the law is one thing but, moreover, 
the government and the administration 
have to change their mindset. The min-
isters, the Prime Minister and the Presi-
dent must work rigorously. Otherwise, 
there is no point in making laws if they 
are not implemented.

At many places Dalits are not al-
lowed to do any other work except as-
cribed ones but at many places they do 
so. The point here is that the Dalits any-
where have all the rights to choose their 
occupations. And to exercise that, the 
assertions of the Dalits are good sym-
bol now. I always say this is not that the 
society must change, the government 
has to change the society because they 
are elected representatives. We cast our 
votes to them and we also give all pow-
ers to them. If they are unable to do so, 
they should apologize. Then we will find 
out our own way. 

AW: How far, do you think, is the 
state responsible when it comes to pro-
viding rights to Dalits pertaining to pro-
hibition of manual scavenging, such as 
enacting Dry Latrine Act and its actual 
implementation?

BW: See, states are not taking any 
step to eradicate manual scavenging. If 
the state has really wanted to do that, 
then by this time there would have been 
no thought of it. We would have been 
reading that once upon a time we had 
a system of manual scavenging. The 
problem is there is no state government 
or central government assuring that by 
this date we will eradicate it. They never 
show the political will to do it. The time 
passes but the system continues. 

AW: With the recent incidents of 
atrocities on Dalits regarding the pro-
fession of skinning of dead cows, do you 
think it is an act of upper caste people to 
prove their dominance over them? What 

does it reveal about the larger plans 
of the RSS to strengthen their political 
tool (the cow) for their master plan of 
Hindutva?

BW: The RSS is there for their own 
political gains. They never change and 
they are never going to change. All 
they do is to hate somebody or create 
some emotions and out of that they 
gain. Many fundamentalist forces in 
this country have hypocrisy. And they 
don’t do like they say like ‘gau hamari 
mata hai’, they say that the cow is holy 
cow. See there is nothing like holy, 
everything is equal. Once you were 
saying Brahmin is superior and those 
who didn’t believe in it you killed them. 
Now you are saying the cow is holy and 
again you are killing those who don’t 
believe in it. This is not change, it is 
an extension of caste practice. They 
must have to understand that in a hu-
man society nobody has the right to 
kill anybody, the rule of law must gov-
ern everybody. ‘Your sentiments my 
sentiments should not rule anybody 
in this country’.  We are living in the 
independent country and everybody 
is having sentiments. Eating beef is 
my sentiments, you don’t eat. If gau 
is your mata, it’s excellent, keep it in 
home and when it dies do bury it. Don’t 
eat beef but I am Dalit, I feel to eat. We 
have the practice of rearing the cows, 
the goats, the chickens. We have a tra-
dition to live with animals but we don’t 
worship them. You can’t unnecessarily 
terrorize humans, it should not be like 
I will beat you or kill you if you will do 
this and this. 

There are no such sentiments 
or concerns. If these people are so 
concerned, then why they are not 
questioning the practice of ‘manual 
scavenging’ which has been prohib-
ited since 1993? Where are the senti-
ments? The practices related to the 
Dalits, the Adivasis, the minorities and 
the women never come to your agenda. 
You do only that which gives some po-
litical mileage.  

There are problems like the patriar-
chy, the caste, and other hierarchies; 
we are here for social change. Let us 
sit together and start discussing, what 
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is this “I will kill you”! We are living in 
a democratic country, there must be 
some dialogue.

AW: Cow has been an economically 
important factor for both Muslims and 
Dalits. What would be the economic 
consequences on both these commu-
nities of politicizing the Cow?

BW: On the beef export, altogether 
80 percent constitutes of cow and buf-
falo. Out of 6 exporting companies, 
4 belong to Hindu community (I am 
not saying these are managed by Hin-
dus or are not managed by Muslims. 
No it’s not about Hindu-Muslim; I am 
saying they are doing their business). 
And from them even the ruling party 
BJP also got 2crores of election funds, 
so one way you are taking money for 
election benefits and in another way 
you say you don’t eat, so this kind of 
dichotomy they must stop. And if you 
look at the cows which are dying and 
smell like anything in many places 
that is not good for the human soci-
ety. Now we all Indians must have to 
understand and find the ways how in 
respectful manner the carcasses, the 
dead animals, or the dead bodies 
should be buried instead of calling 
Dalits to clean them.

There are leather industries where-
in there is nothing like one community 
is involved, I say all communities are 
involved, there may be minorities, the 
Dalits; even among Dalits there are 
Hindu Dalits, Muslim Dalits and so 
on. I am not dividing on the basis of 
religion like fundamentalist forces are 
doing. I am saying most discriminated 
communities are there, they are doing 
many things so you must recognize 
what they have done so far and pro-
vide an alternative kind of livelihood 
to them to live in a dignified manner. 

AW: Why Dalits and Muslims are al-
ways the victims of Hindutva violence? 

BW: Actually they both are not in 
the folds of Hinduism but they started 
co-operating here or there in certain 
mechanism and when it is not work-
ing out there will be conflict.  There is 
a natural difference among the three 
so there will definitely be the conflicts. 

But if Dalits, Muslims and progressive 
Hindus come together, they can stop 
it. Making it clear, it is not like Muslims 
stopping Hindus or Dalits. We are mak-
ing the line very clear, I am saying all 
discriminated communities, may be by 
religion, may be by language, may be 
by caste or by gender, they must come 
together and say to fundamentalist 
forces that you can’t dictate us, we all 
are together so you just keep quite.  

AW: Are you satisfied with the exist-
ing reservation policies? Why Dalits are 
not being benefitted at a larger scale. 
What are the possible drawbacks of the 
existing policies?

BW:  See reservations are only con-
fined to government sector. There are 
no reservations in private sectors. So 
under these circumstances, among all 
job opportunities we have 18 percent 
in government jobs and within that 18 
percent we only have 16 percent reser-
vation. So it’s better to assess like in 
100 percent jobs in government sector 
there is 18 percent reservation, and 
in 18 percent we have 16 percent res-
ervation, and rest of the thing is non-
reserved. So country is moving in dif-
ferent directions. Reservation is a kind 
of excuse for the people who don’t be-
lieve or not want to believe in equality. 
Reservation is not benefiting Dalits too 
much, reservation has given due shed 
in few places, at secretary level there 
are no Dalits. If the reservations work 
out well then there must be 16 per-
cent Dalits while it is not. There is no 
reservation implemented wherever is 
power. There are, in schools and in col-
leges, professors who do all nonsense 
– cut marks and all. If it is really 16 per-
cent reservation, then put it into cabi-
net reservation, in all first class jobs 
and at secretary level including joint 
secretary, directors. Then you say that 
the reservations are giving the fruits.   

AW: How do you see BJP(RSS) and 
previous governments in uplifting Dal-
its regarding their rights?  

BW:  One thing is very clear, what-
ever parties they belong, mostly the 
Manuvadi parties have been ruling the 
country from the beginning and what 

they do is give some peanuts to the 
Dalits but actually when Dalits want to 
exercise their own rights, freedom and 
zeal to fight and struggle for equality 
they are never allowed and it is a con-
tinuous fight, and we also know that 
by begging we can’t get our rights so 
we are fighting. The only thing which 
is significant is that when there was 
congress, if people shouted, they got 
afraid, but now the BJP is not even get-
ting afraid, somebody comes and gives 
statement. Only at one or two places 
they will take action and in other places 
they will not. If they really want to prove, 
they should ask Mr. VK Singh to resign, 
like they have to prove this because 
people don’t believe them. Because 
they always say Brahmin caste is su-
preme, all these we hear, so now they 
have to prove that by taking action one 
by one. Otherwise all parties are Manu-
vadis, that’s why they are still contain-
ing it. The reason behind the poverty, 
the reason behind the other problems 
is actually their mindset, in their mind 
there is no respect for equality. If they 
start respecting it the things will change 
automatically because India is not a 
poor country, it is a rich country. Indians 
are well rich so in these circumstances 
if there is equitable share distribution 
and public spaces are being equally 
used by everybody, then there will defi-
nitely be a chance for equal society.

AW: What do you propose as future 
plans for empowering Dalits?

BW: I can’t say about all Dalits but 
about Safai Karmchari I can say. We 
have waited for so many years for gov-
ernment to do something for us but now 
we are no more ready to wait, very soon 
we are going to release or declare our 
action plans, “Ap kare to kare agar nhi 
kare to hum chup chap nhi baithenge” 
. We will soon demolish the toilets to 
implement 1993 Act under 2013 Act. 
We gave sufficient time to them, now 
whatever changes they want to do they 
may and if they don’t then everybody 
will declare that from tomorrow nobody 
is going to work. We are not going to 
clean the shits. You find out your own 
way and that day is coming very soon. 
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Education system in India is in 
the hands of corporate sector and as 
Hyderabad is a den of educational in-
stitutions, in Telangana there still ex-
ists government institutions in large 
number, but the system is weakened. 
My conviction is that previous govern-
ments have weakened the education 
system by introducing policies which 
are supposed to be from corporate 
sector. Corporate education is encour-
aged and inspired and even media 
gives hike to it, due to which people 

EDUCATION

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS ARE
ON DEATH BED IN TELANGANA

don’t have confidence in government 
teachers and educational institutions. 
My conviction is that in a state where 
government institutions are weakened, 
democracy also becomes weak and 
people become puppets, who live on 
the charity of corporate companies.

The present government (TRS) 
came to power in the new state after 
long agitation with the sympathy of the 
people, who wanted development, es-
pecially in education sector. But I feel 
there is no sincerity of work with this 

Prof. CHUKKA
RAMAIAH

He is an Ex-MLC from Telangana.
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government also. There is little to hope 
from them. They talk about a new edu-
cation policy but nothing is new so far. 
Government is aware of all the realities 
of this sector but what steps have they 
taken so far?

Firstly, if we look at school educa-
tion, government schools have been 
orphaned, people don’t have trust in it 
and even the teachers have little hope 
about it. Consequently, just a few hun-
dred students remain in these schools. 
I am thrilled by the new slogan ‘Free 
K.G to P.G’. After seeing the manifesto 
of TRS government, I visited 16 col-
leges and universities, and I held dis-
cussions with scholars who had done 
wonderful work on KG to PG-level edu-
cation on incorporating morals among 
pre-primary students. All I am saying 
is based on my survey on the subject 
and I asked the education minister to 
release it but he couldn’t do it. This 
shows how sincere the government is 
with respect to the development of the 
education sector.

TRS government came into power 
with the charity of people and they 
are responsible for the educational 
development of these people. Previ-
ous governments opened residential 
schools and the present government 
just chooses to call it ‘KG to PG’. They 
just gave a different slogan, and add-
ed nothing new to what the previous 
governments did. This is not what the 
people wanted when they struggled 
for a separate state. They promised 
that education would start at the age 
of three, that students in small villages 
will get the same education children in 
urban areas receive. But now they say 
the schools started by social welfare 
are part of their slogan. K.G education 
starts at 3 years, for which they prom-
ised skilled teachers and not ayahs to 
take care of the children. What about 
their promises? ‘KG to PG’ is a very at-
tractive slogan but the government has 
done nothing for it. I too participated in 
agitation for a separate state to bring 
about change but I don’t have hope af-
ter seeing the functioning of this gov-
ernment for the past 3 years.

Elementary education too is in a pa-
thetic condition and government insti-

tutions are on their death bed. When a 
patient is on death bed, there is a need 
to take care of it, but the present gov-
ernment is trying to avert from it.

The present government has come 
to power with the burden of the previ-
ous government’s mistakes and fail-
ures. But instead of reviewing and 
strengthening the system, they are try-
ing to rationalise the current state of 
affairs, which have brought schools to 
the point of closure. As a result of the 
work of previous governments, people 
have lost confidence in government 
institutions. I want to tell them, “since 
you had the sympathy of the people, 
you wanted to dismantle the system 
with the same sword of power which 
people have given to you. Instead, you 
should review the system and create 
a conditional atmosphere to build up 
government institutions. The system 
has deteriorated because of lack of un-
derstanding  by previous government, 
and it seems the new government is 
trying to follow the same path.

Universities are without vice chan-
cellors, and I learnt recently that gov-
ernment wants to appoint police, DIG 
cadres as VCs of universities. This will 
be radical. Power will bring reforms 
and discipline but it doesn’t last long. 
Students and institutions need nursing 
and care like mothers. So we expect 
careful treatment from the government 
instead of force. If you think this is a 
false notion, you would need to prove 
it. It is important to care, not threaten, 
and students and institutions require 

different types of nursing.  Many coun-
tries in the 21st century are successful 
because of the existence of good and 
proper education system, but this gov-
ernment does not care for or focus on 
education.

Education depends on the psychol-
ogy of the students. Their cognitive 
skills change and develop as the chil-
dren move up from primary to second-
ary, secondary to higher levels and so 
on. The government cannot bring all 
boards under a single umbrella. It can-
not be merged. Every board has its own 
responsibilities, syllabus and curricu-
lum, which is different for schools and 
higher education. Education is not arti-
ficial; child is the center of education. 
Primary education is based on psychol-
ogy of children, secondary education 
requires understanding and higher ed-
ucation prepares human resources, it 
is all a cognitive development process.

Finally, my conviction is that people 
do not have the courage to ask ques-
tions to the government. They have 
been reduced to the status of beggars. 
A policy of giving (government) and 
taking (people) is being implemented, 
and people have no guts to ask. This is 
the position of TRS government, where 
no democracy exists. If the government 
is really working for the benefit of peo-
ple, then take measures to strengthen 
the system and to inspire confidence 
in people and teachers. For this, they 
have examples from many countries 
that they can follow.

Why doesn’t the TRS government, 
which is reviving the electric board and 
agriculture sectors, try not to do the 
same about the education system? You 
are working on the 2-bedroom project, 
then why not on Free KG to PG educa-
tion?

(SIO Telangana has conducted a 
survey on different aspects of educa-
tional status of Telangana. This is the 
first part of the series ‘Education in 
Telangana’. Source: Education in TS, 
Vidhya Watch)

 “ But instead of re-
viewing and strengthening 
the system, they are try-
ing to rationalise the cur-
rent state of affairs, which 
have brought schools to 
the point of closure. As a 
result of the work of previ-
ous governments, people 
have lost confidence in 
government institutions.
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Students Islamic Organisation of 
India (SIO), Telangana Zone organised 
a Round Table Review Meet of New Ed-
ucation Policy 2016 at its state office 
at Lakkadkot, Chatta Bazar,Hyderabad 
on 29th July 2016.

People from various backgrounds 
attended the meet and discussed the 
New Education Policy Draft (NEP 2016). 
Below are the brief  points discussed 
by all speakers at the event.

Touseef Madikeri, National Secre-
tary, Education at SIO of India, New 
Delhi:

SIO has submitted a 43-page re-
port on New Education Policy to vari-
ous stakeholders of education includ-
ing MHRD Government of India, during 
the last year. Madikeri apprehended 
that the NEP draft poses a great threat 
to the school education of weaker sec-
tions of the society as it suggests the 
No Detention Policy (NDP) limited to 
Class V from Class VIII. The current NDP 
assures no failed student should be 

EDUCATION

NEW EDUCATION POLICY 2016-
A ROUND TABLE REVIEW MEET

detained until Class VIII and helps the 
disadvantaged students get enough 
chance to excel in education from which 
they were historically abandoned. 
Moreover with a fractured Education 
system at hand that doesn’t provide 
any real methodologies for teaching, it 
would be injustice to fail a student in 
primary school, especially unaccepta-
ble in the case of a disadvantaged kid. 
In fact NDP was supposed to be aggra-
vated with Continuous & Comprehen-
sive System (CCE), which the system 
happened to fail miserably.

The report by SIO demands the pro-
duction of educational content in the 
indigenous Indian languages which 
the committee failed to mention in 
its more than 200 pages draft. As the 
primary source of learning and perceiv-
ing things happens innately in one’s 
mother language and India with its ver-
nacular linguistic background cannot 
afford to not have the study material 
in all those important languages. SIO’s 

FARHAN SUMBUL
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Karnataka Zone conducted a research 
study in this regard and released a 
book titled “Learning in Mother Lan-
guage”

The NEP draft also proposed to 
merge the schools that are dysfunction-
al to make way for cost effective man-
agement and provide more and more 
teachers. It is appalling to know that 
instead of recommending and working 
for a realistic approach to solve these 
problems the draft cynically suggests 
merging the schools. In other words 
closing down some of the schools!!

We must take note that about one 
&  half lakh government schools have 
already been closed till date. The 
alarming rate of diminishing govern-
ment schools is a matter of concern 
for a common man who cannot afford 
to spend lakhs in private sector educa-
tion. While there are 75% government 
primary schools only 43% are second-
ary schools and 42% Eleventh & Twelfth 
schools. SIO believes lack of political 
will is to be blamed for the alarming 
condition of government schools.

SIO criticizes the Common National 
Curriculum that has been imposed 
in the case of important subjects like 
Science, Mathematics & English. This  
would not be much of help for the state 
board students.

Madikeri said that the organisation 
feels the threat of discrimination in 
education will further be strengthened 
based on the suggestion by NEP draft 
that class X exams should be broken 
into two levels. According to this sug-
gestion, the level 1 encompasses Math-
ematics, English & Science and level 2 
failed to include non-science subjects 
but skill based vocational subjects. SIO 
clearly rejects this recommendation 
and believes that it is against funda-
mental constitutional right of Right to 
Education.

SIO mourns over the fact that the 
NEP draft has completely sidelined 
National Curriculum Framework (NCF 
2005). It believes that NCF provides 
the holistic approach to solve the prob-
lems in education.

The recommendation of ban on 
students’ politics is seen as a vicious 

attempt to curb Dalit and caste-based 
political struggle.

Without an iota of hesitation SIO 
feels that the NEP draft is a non vision-
ary document. Although the public ex-
penditure on education was 9. 6% of 
GDP in 1966, the draft cunningly points 
out the failure of previous governments 
and banks onto the same turf of 6% 
GDP on education without  working out 
for a realistic approach to spend the al-
lotted money!

One of the few good recommenda-
tions this draft has is to increase the 
fellowship in Higher education. For the 
first time Medical education is includ-
ed in the NEP draft and the recommen-
dation of one medical college in each 
district is commendable.

SIO feels there is no measure to 
curb commercialisation of education 
and no mention of the 14.4% popula-
tion of India (Muslims) in the NEP draft 
which confirms the lack of political will 
in solving the problems faced by a con-
siderable population of the country.

The falling rate of students up the 
ladder is evident from the statistics 
that out of 77 Crore children studying 
in Primary Schools, only 25 Crore make 
it to the Higher Education!

Moreover the whopping vacancy of 
around 9 lakh teachers itself proves the 
lack of political will in solving the prob-
lems faced by public sector education.

M Venkat Reddy, National Conven-
er, NGO working against Bal Mazdoor, 
Hyderabad:

Venkat criticized the fundamental 
fallacy in the public surveys conducted 
with regard to education that the sta-
tistics are collected from school, while 
there is a huge percentage of children 
not attending the schools. Thereby a 
sizeable proportion of dropout children 
go unnoticed. A example was observed 
in Telangana State whereby, according 
to the govt. out of 67 lakh students only 
23,000 children are out of school. How-
ever the actual number appears to be 
around 10 lakhs. Venkat urged SIO to 
work on such data.

He briefed about how the statistics 
about school-going children are exag-

gerated and the factors like corrup-
tion of hearts as the reason for such a 
bizarre condition of public sector.  As 
Non-detention policy has been in place 
from 1969 in Telangana State the pro-
posed Detention Policy by the draft is 
anti-Dalit, anti-poor, anti-minority and 
in fact anti-child itself. The recent Child 
Labour Amendment Bill approved in 
Parliament and the Detention policy is 
a tactic to create cheap labour. School 
education must be regulated to fight 
the commercialisation of education es-
pecially at a time when Telephone com-
panies and even Higher education are 
regulated, why not regulate the school 
education?!

The ideal recommendation would 
be to have a Common school system 
as recommended by the Kothari Com-
mission. Moreover we need as many 
as possible free schools to impart the 
education to whole society irrespective 
of caste and creed.

Mr. Ravi Chander, President, 
Residential teachers association, Hy-
derabad:

Mr. Ravi put up a sorry state of af-
fairs with regard to minority students 
that many of them are not interested to 
go to school. He criticised the recom-
mendation by draft to found separate 
Tribal, Dalit and BC schools and instead 
demanded the Common Schooling Sys-
tem to be implemented. Ravi Chander 
accuses the draft committee of lack of 
seriousness as the consultation with 
all stakeholders of education was a 
nominal and non-serious exercise. He 
concluded that this draft on NEP is not 
but an attempt to saffronise and priva-
tise the education.

K Laxminarayana, Faculty, Univer-
sity of Hyderabad:

Laxminarayana vehemently op-
posed the draft and asked if the vision 
of the NEP is to establish a Hindu com-
munal, casteist and a corporate state.  
He also admitted that Communists 
have not taken adequate measures in 
past to upright the education.

NEP draft with its narrow outlook 
on history of education in India poses 
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a great danger to independent inquiry 
and learning. It promulgates noth-
ing but the malicious Vedic system 
which denied the right to education 
& dignity to a majority of this coun-
try. It talks about the Great Nalanda 
university founded during 400 BC but 
fails to name that it were Buddhists 
who founded it. Moreover this was an 
example of Education for all struggle 
started by Buddha.

Although pre-primary education is 
much emphasized but no pragmatic 
measures have been recommended to 
improve the plight of current schools. 
The recommendation to merge the 
Anganwadis with the schools is the 
quintessential example of non profes-
sional attitude from the policy makers. 
At times when the draft NEP mentions 
problems it fails to provide any solu-
tion.

For example, it throws an ob-
noxious tantrum upon the previous 
government’s’ historical failure in 
spending 6% of GDP on education but 
doesn’t recommend any pragmatic 
measure as to how the current regime 
should ensure that the money would 
be spent appropriately. The welcome 
step of creating Indian Education Ser-
vices (IES) which was initially recom-
mended by Kothari Commission is not 
out of all danger, as there’s lot of im-
peachment by government in the edu-
cation system.

Irony is that the draft confines 
education to skill and so in guise of 
producing the workforce for local and 
multinational corporate it puts at stake 
the future of whopping majority of the 
country. Post 2014 regime change at 
the centre around 17 lakh people have 
been trained under skill development, 
of which only 80,000 people have man-
aged to find some job!

Anwar Khan–AIITA, State president

Anwar Khan stressed on the usage 
of the word “Secularism” in the NEP 
especially when it is a fact that this re-
gime has opposed the same word prior 
to general elections 2014. He asked 
the common people to raise voice 
against the draft NEP for it is against 
the fundamentals upon which Indian 
constitution has been laid. He urged 
Muslims to contribute to the education 
system in whatever way possible citing 
the instance of Usman Seth and Fa-
tima Sheikh who helped Jyotirao Phule 
found the first school for women in In-
dia in the 19th Century.

Abdul Rahman Dawudi, Education 
Secretary, Jamat-e-Islami TS

A.R. Dawudi questioned the mini-
mum duration within which the draft 
NEP committee functioned. It is unim-
pressive to know that the committee 
spent less than a year to draft the New 

Education Policy against. It seemed 
the committee exemplified non demo-
cratic behaviour. There is no testimony 
whatsoever with regard to the recom-
mendations the draft has put in.

Abdul Malik Shariq, Zonal Presi-
dent, SIO TS

A.M Shariq said that the present 
government is a combination of capi-
talists and communalists. The educa-
tion policy emanates out of philoso-
phy of education. He urged SIO cadres 
to understand and educate one and all 
about the myriad of issues concern-
ing the society. He further clarified 
although the left rejects Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) we ask for its regula-
tion.

Enlisting the endeavours SIO has 
put up all through the years for imple-
mentation of the education policy par-
ticularly in Telangana State, he asked 
one and all to contribute to the or-
ganisation’s work.  He also announced 
that a book on Education in Telangana 
Assembly and a documentary on Stu-
dent-Teacher ratio across the state are 
in pipeline.

Event was attended by many stu-
dents and social activists along with 
the academics.

For details please reach us at 
9550927413 and 9666768510.
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Education plays a vital role in the 
existence of mankind and develop-
ment of the society. Education is an 
important indicator by which we can 
analyze the progress of a society.

Countries which have achieved 
100% literacy stand top in every aspect 
in the world. In India also, states with 
high literacy excel in socio- economic 
fields than other states. Previously in 
united Andhra Pradesh and in the pre-
sent Telangana state, we are far behind 
than other states in India. According to 
the 2011 census, the National aver-

EDUCATION

WILL TELANGANA GOVERNMENT
ENSURE QUALITY EDUCATION AND 

EQUALITY IN ITS ACCESS?

age literacy rate is 73%, whereas in 
Telangana literacy is only 64% i.e. 9% 
less than national average. Among all 
states and Union territories, Telangana 
holds the 32nd position out of 36. Dur-
ing the Telangana movement, people 
expected quality education. However 
even after the completion of 2nd year 
of T.S government, announcements of 
certain schemes by government are not 
enough to solve the basic problem of 
education

Telangana state population is 3.50 
crores. Among them,school-aged chil-
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dren are 65.52 lacs. But 60.76 lacs 
children are enrolled in schools. Out 
of these, 27.93 lacs (46%) children 
are in government schools and 32.71 
(54% ) lacs children are enrolled in pri-
vate schools. The state is said to have 
40,821 schools and 2.39 lakh teach-
ers. Some private schools are found to 
have more than 9 thousand students, 
while on the other hand we do find the 
instances where less than 10 students 
are going to some government school.

There are wide variations in schools 
in terms of quality of teaching, infra-
structure, management and other fa-
cilities. Hence equality in quality of 
education is not seen.  Except 20% of 
both government and private schools 
that are providing good education, 
children elsewhere are getting low and 
below standard education. According 
to Pratham,  Nyapa and SSA reports, 
more than 50% children do not have 
minimum levels of learning. Besides 
this, difference exists in terms of pref-
erence for medium of curriculum. Out 
of 60.76 lacs children, 37.5 lacs are go-
ing for English medium education and 
only 22 lacs are going for Telugu and 
other medium.

In government schools we find that 
23% of enrolled students are SC, 17% 
are ST, 46% are BC.  Whereas in private 
schools we find students belonging 
to upper class and financially well-off 
families. This points to the fact that 
government schools are for SC, ST and 
BCs and private schools are for upper 
class people.

When we compare government 
schools with private schools, we spot 
so many problems. There we don’t find 
sufficient drinking water, toilets and 
infrastructure etc. There we don’t find 
Kitchen sheds, games kits, libraries 
and laboratories in good functioning 
condition. In about 18 thousand pri-
mary schools only one or two teachers 
are there to look after five classes and 
teach 21 subjects. While teachers are 
taking one class, children in remaining 
classes sit idly without any classroom 
interaction. Similarly in upper primary 
and high schools, there are no suffi-
cient teachers.

For the last four years there has 

been no teachers’ recruitment noti-
fication from the government.  After 
separation of Telangana in 2014, 17 
thousand teacher post vacancies were 
announced in 10 districts of the state,  
now it has been increasing every year. 
Government decided to fill up 9,335 
Vidya volunteers this year. Lack of 
teachers, non availability of English 
medium, non eligibility of 6 year old 
below children to join in government 
schools are few more concerns of the 
government schools.

These factors are leading to drop-
outs of  50 thousand students every 
year from government schools. This is 
making  government close schools eve-
ry year, which is an irrational thing to 
do. The government must find ways to 
stop dropouts and take effective meas-
ures to promote inclusion.

Private schools are not left without 
any problems either. Scores of issues 
maim them too. Many schools are run-
ning in multi-storied buildings with 
narrow classrooms and have no play 
grounds, especially in Secundrabad, 
where a school with thousand chil-
dren does not have sufficient drinking 
water and transport facilities. Children 
have to wait for school vans hours af-
ter departure to reach their homes. In 
Telangana a huge amount of fee is be-
ing collected from the students when 
compared to other states of the coun-
try. They are collecting 30 thousand 
rupees to 2.50 lacs per annum. These 
are more than engineering and profes-
sional courses fee. In addition to this, 
parents have to bear books, dresses, 
shoes and transport expenditure etc. 
Hence middle and lower class parents 
are spending more than half of their in-
comes on education for their children. 
Owing to reckless attitude of the gov-
ernment and no proper regulations in 
place to check the private schools, they 
have grown and sprung into big com-
mercial ventures.

 Few challenges and obstacles 
for the development of government 
schools can be recognized as  follows:

- The dream project of KCR Free 
KG to PG has lost its significance. Af-
ter TS formation, Free KG to PG was in 
the manifesto, but there has been no 

step in this direction so far. This year, 
the government established some 220 
residential schools. This however does 
not include the proposed scheme.

- Due to the demand of the parents, 
the government permitted the opening 
of English medium but the teachers, fa-
cilities and other expenditure have to 
be borne by the parents only. Parents 
are asking what is the need of govern-
ment schools then?

- The government seems interested 
to begin nursery or KG standard in gov-
ernment schools. For this, it is propos-
ing Anganwadi, which lacks English 
medium teachers.

- These systems in schools to pro-
mote the children to the higher class-
es. It leads to dropouts, especially in 
government schools and poorer sec-
tions of the society.

- Government is in favour of private 
management and commercial educa-
tion instead of checking their illegal 
attitudes. Moreover few ruling govern-
ment leaders are becoming sharehold-
ers of these corporate schools.

- According to RTA 12 (1) (c),  25% 
of the seats should be reserved for 
poor children in private schools but it 
is not being implemented. The govern-
ment is showing least interest in this 
and instead gives vague reasons to es-
cape from the responsibility.

Thus the above challenges should 
be solved in order to get quality of edu-
cation. For this certain reforms should 
be made to achieve this. Academi-
cians and social reformers should edu-
cate the people and struggle towards 
this. The ruling government should 
take hard steps to improve education. 
Proper allocation of finances, strin-
gent implementation of the proposed 
schemes and accountable follow-ups 
and announcements of new initiatives 
can be some of the steps. The state 
has to take the onus on its shoulders 
to do the maximum possible to encour-
age an inclusionary participation of all 
in the education.
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Students Islamic Organization of 
India  organised a ‘Students Parlia-
ment’ on different issues related to ed-
ucation at Constitution Club in Delhi on 
Saturday. There were four sessions in-
cluding inaugural session which were 
named as ‘Education under market 
driven Neo liberal Policies’, “Political 
Economy of Indian Education System” 
and “Institutionalized Communaliza-
tion”. The inaugural session was ad-
dressed by Len Ji, National General 
Secretary, National Student Union of 
India, Salimullah Khan, Head, Educa-

EDUCATION

‘STUDENTS PARLIAMENT’
CONDUCTED TO DISCUSS

CURRENT EDUCATIONAL SCENARIO

tion Affairs, Human Welfare Foundation 
and Meeran Haider, leader of Jamia 
Student Federation.

Criticizing the present government 
and RSS (RashtariyaSwyamsevak-
Sangh), Len Ji said that student com-
munity is being attacked by the Modi 
government and RSS for raising voice 
against them. They are trying to keep 
students away from politics. And she 
also took on the government for cut-
ting budget in education sector and 
fellowship that will impact the overall 
quality of education. Discussing the is-

WAQUAR AHMED
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sue of Imran, a student of Jamia Millia 
Islamia who was suspended for raising 
voice against the administration, she 
gave an example of how  students are 
being increasingly attacked by the ad-
ministration of different colleges and 
universities.

On the importance of education, 
Meeran Haider said that we are not 
able to elect our right representatives 
unless we are educated. An agitation 
without education will be harmful to 
the country and society like Jat and 
Gujjar agitation. He expressed concern 
over saffronisation of education and 
killing of pluralism.

Supporting the above mentioned 
speakers, Salimullah Khan said that 
these things are reality and the world 
is running away from reality and run-
ning after illusion. He urged students 
to implement what is being said by the 
speakers.

In the second session, Prof. M.V. 
Rajeev Gowda, Member of Parliament, 
and Javed Jafar, CSR, Hyderabad ad-
dressed and discussed with students 
on ‘‘Education under market driven 
neoliberal policies’. Addressing the 
students, Rajeev Gowda said that 
commercialization and privatization 
of education are very complex issues. 
One can hardly take a stand on these 
issues. The real issues are quality and 
equality of education. He said that 
globalization and market forces are 
exporting our brains. He urged the 
government to increase the education 
budget and criticized it for terrible con-
dition of government schools. Javed 
Jafar said that market driven neoliberal 
policies are a moral issue and a  po-
litical issue as well.  A new political 
movement is needed to address this 
issue. There is a need for alternative to 
address neoliberal policies.

In the third session, E.T.Mohammad 
Basheer, Member of Parliament and 
Chinmay Mahanand, President, BAP-
SA (Birsa Ambedkar Phule Students 
Association), addressed students on 
‘Political economy of Indian Education 
System’. Basheer said that India is fac-
ing a crisis situation in health and edu-
cation. Privatization has had a heavy 
impact on education. Describing the 

power of education, he said that so-
ciety and economy all are controlled 
by knowledge. On student politics, he 
said that it should be stopped in cam-
puses but the politics should make no 
hurdles in academic activities.

Chinmay said privatization and 
commercialization of education is giv-
ing benefit only to ruling class. It is not 
benefiting oppressed and marginal-
ized communities. The ruling class is 
not letting to reach education to the 
oppressed community by privatiza-
tion and commercialization. He also 
expressed concern over saffronisation 

 “ An agitation 
without education will be 
harmful to the country and 
society like Jat and Gujjar 
agitation. He expressed 
concern over saffronisa-
tion of education and kill-
ing of pluralism.

and brahmanization of education in 
the country.

In the third session, Ashish Khetan, 
AAP, Spokesperson, and Rizwan Quais-
er, professor, Jamia Millia Islamia inter-
acted with students over ‘Institutional-
ized Communalization’. Ashish Khetan 
criticized Modi government for adopt-
ing communal policy in his governance. 
He said that 30 percent of the people 
granted vote to Modi government for 
development but there is an attack on 
freedom of expression and organized 
mob violence by right wing groups.

Rizwan Quaiser urged the students 
to introspect on secularism and being a 
citizen of the country. He said to be true 
scholar by practicing religion.

In the final note, Iqbal Hussain, 
President of SIO, urged students to be 
agent of social changes. He also said 
no social changes can be occurred 
without education. He emphasized the 
larger role of student community in so-
cial changes. He also criticized the gov-
ernment for not implementing  RTE and 
Kothari commission.
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The movie starts with the hero 
reading a book in prison titled “My 
Father Balaiah”. It is a book by Profes-
sor Satyanarayana which talks about 
the discrimination his grandfather and 
father faced as Dalit. The book also 
delves into the conflict between land-
owners and labor in the backdrop of 
untouchability. As the camera zooms 
in on the book cover, the political tone 
of the movie is set.

Kabali is a Malaysian gangster 
movie with theme circling around the 

FILM REVIEW

KABALI- A LOT MORE THAN
JUST RAJINIKANTH

effects of casteism on Malaysian Indi-
ans in particular Tamils. The lead role 
as Kabali, played by the adored idol-
ized star Rajinikanth, is from a low 
caste working background, who rises 
to the status of a leader by fighting for 
the rights of Indians who have been 
living in Malaysia for generations. The 
director has tried to portray the past 
and present of the Malaysian Tamils in 
a realistic manner.

This movie is more of a director’s 
movie rather than a Rajinikanth’s 
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movie. Pa Ranjith, the writer and direc-
tor who himself has experienced the 
problems of caste first hand, has tried 
to showcase the issues faced by the 
unheard. In fact, the production crew 
of Kabali is predominantly Dalit — from 
director Pa Ranjith to cinematographer 
G Murali, art and costume director Tha 
Ramalingam to lyricists Uma Devi, Arun 
Raja Kamaraj and M Balamurugan. A 
little dive into the movie tells us how 
focused the director was on the story 
rather than the USP Rajinikanth which 
is manifested in the movie, as the 
screenplay was a major setback for the 
hyped up fans.

“Many people ask me why I talk 
about caste. They even taunted me 
about my caste. But, that’s not a prob-
lem for me. I am used to this from a 
young age. I stick to the thoughts and 
ideas which Ambedkar has taught me. 
My aim is to get back the dignity of the 
marginalised through my films. Be-
cause, only art and literature can bring 
some change to this society.” – Pa. 
Ranjith

Rajinikanth’s role has been moved 
up the ladder from a quixotic hero to a 
matured don character which in a way 
justifies the sloppy screenplay. As a 
matter of fact, this portrayal of the char-
acter even makes it more subtle given 
his age. A matured love for his wife 
who was unseen for 25 years was more 
romanticized by the beautiful music 
of Santhosh Naryanan. Adding to the 
synergy, the words of all the budding 
lyricist gave the moments a lasting im-
pact.

In spite of having a massive fan 
magnet on frame, other characters 
were given importance ,or may be said, 
given better idiosyncrasies which can 
only add to Pa Ranjith’s unbiased-
ness as a writer. The female assassin 
character played by Dhansika was an 
unexpected twist and it could become 
a trendsetter. Dinesh Ravi who has 
played the character of Jeeva can be 
found throwing in some comedy ele-
ments, which he has done justice to.

Kabali should be seen as an 
achievement in bringing the talents 
out of everyone from cast to the crew 
including the new face of Rajinikanth 

perhaps. It has shown the world and 
Indians the problems Tamils in Malay-

sia face. Not only that, it has also given 
a very good insight into their lifestyle in 
Malaysia and Singapore regions.

Look away from the technical as-
pects as a movie and the product is a 
block buster. It has created records on 
various fronts be in first day collection 
or box office collection. Due to Rajini-
kanth’s massive fandom worldwide, 
the marketing was done on internation-
al level which has definitely paid off.

However a movie is supposed to 
be a movie and Kabali is not for the su-
perficial Rajinkanth’s fan. This needs a 
mature audience who can look beyond 
the obvious and expects something 
more than mere commercialism. A 
likeable story with realism, love and a 
pinch of heroism is what the movie is. 
One can only say this is a brave attempt 
by Pa. Ranjith with someone as big a 
superstar as Rajinikanth and it has not 
failed. For a diehard Rajini fan who fol-
lows him not only for his madness as a 
superstar but for the actor he really is, 
this movie is a gift in disguise

 “ Many people ask 
me why I talk about caste. 
They even taunted me 
about my caste. But, that’s 
not a problem for me. I am 
used to this from a young 
age. I stick to the thoughts 
and ideas which Ambed-
kar has taught me. My aim 
is to get back the dignity of 
the marginalised through 
my films. Because, only 
art and literature can bring 
some change to this soci-
ety.
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We are only story tellers to the nights now .

The pain of memories is unbearable

It

Slowly creeps in

walks arrogantly

then condenses on every bit of

consciousness around us .

Candles like broken promises

extinguish.

Eating away my image

from the mirror in my hand .

Rendering it mute .

I am no more my listener

All dark

Darkness is a patience listener .

listens to you

Without wanting to know

your name..

It wipes your tears

Without wanting to see

the crimson of your eyes

EXPRESSIONS

STORY TELLERS TO THE NIGHTS

SOBIA BHAT
She has done her Masters in Physics.She claims to be naïve at everything except 

madness and memory.Her search for home is everlasting and memories are not just 
the matters of the past. She uses photography and poetry as her medium of conversing 
with the memories

It caresses your soul

Without wanting to see

The colour of your body .

You are not here

Neither am I there

Nor do we talk over phone

We don’t share letters either .

The pain of memories is unbearable

I want you to listen

It

Slowly creeps in

walks arrogantly

then condenses on every bit of 

consciousness around us .

Night is a patient listener

Let’s share our stories

with just its profundity.

Let it alone be our secret keeper now!

We are only story tellers  to the nights now.
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Today, Irom Sharmila makes a 
move towards freedom, by giving up 
her fast, which has lasted nearly 16 
years. We feel deep respect for Irom 
Sharmila’s non-violent struggle and 
her indomitable spirit, and support her 
decision to give up the fast. The strug-
gle for peace and justice will continue.

On 9 August, 1942, Mahatma Gan-
dhi and other leaders of the Quit India 
movement were arrested. The British 
government promulgated the Armed 
Force Special Powers Ordinance on 15 

OPEN SPACE

REAFFIRMING SOLIDARITY-
TOWARDS JUSTICE,

PEACE AND HOPE

August 1942, to quell the Quit India 
movement.

The government of India promul-
gated the Armed Forces Special Powers 
Act (AFSPA), 1958; and subsequently 
imposed it in several parts of the coun-
try. People in Manipur, including Imas 
(`mothers’: elderly women activists), 
Meira Paibis (women’s groups, literally 
women holding `mashaals’), and many 
civil society groups, are struggling for 
AFSPA to be repealed, in the interests 
of peace and justice. They want good 

RAVI NITESH
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governance to be restored in the state. 
Experts argue that the Act perpetuates 
violation of fundamental democratic 
rights. It grants excessive powers, and 
impunity, to armed forces. Atrocities 
against ordinary citizens have been 
documented over the years.

In 2012, the Extra Judicial Execu-
tion Victim Families Association (EE-
VFAM) filed a PIL in the Supreme Court 
of India, alleging 1,528 fake encoun-
ters in Manipur since the 1980s. The 
Court ordered investigation into six 
cases, all of which were proved to be 
fake encounters: killing of innocent 
persons, by armed forces or police 
commandos. The Court has ruled that 
all the remaining cases must be thor-
oughly probed. It has questioned im-
punity, ruling that armed forces cannot 
use excessive force even in areas that 

come under AFSPA.

Humane, democratic solutions are 
needed to solve real problems faced 
by people; dialogue rather than repres-
sion. We stand in solidarity with demo-
cratic people’s movements in Manipur, 
and elsewhere in the country — being 
waged today by dalits, women, minori-
ties, workers, people with disabilities, 
sexuality rights activists, and other 
marginalised sections. We -ordinary 
people, students, teachers, feminists, 
activists – care for democracy and hu-
man rights, peace and good govern-
ance, accountability and justice.  We 
feel that we are all responsible for help-
ing to bring this about. We need to lis-
ten, learn, and together search for ways 
to move ahead, to actually resolve 
many very difficult situations.

We propose 9 August 2016, as a 

day of reflection: upon our own ethics 
and politics, upon freedom, justice, 
peace — and hope. We will sit together 
that day, in quiet companionship. We 
will sit at JANTAR MANTAR– from 2 to 
6.30 p.m. We may sing some songs, 
read poetry, draw, sit in a circle, talk…; 
some may want to fast for the day, they 
could break their fast at 6. We would 
like to light candles as it gets dark. 
We are not planning this as a protest. 
Rather, as a moment of quiet solidarity.

Please feel free to forward this to 
others who may be interested in join-
ing us on the 9th. And, do bring along 
poetry, umbrella, mats, water, candle, 
posters, or anything else you’d like to 
share. This is a spontaneous action 
with no central organizing commit-
tee; your participation helps to lend it 
meaning!
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The merchants of vices have de-
veloped a clear strategy to globalise 
the vices. The first step in the strat-
egy is normalization, the process by 
which they seek to make a habit or 
practice look normal and acceptable. 
They campaign that there is nothing 
abnormal about it as a sizeable sec-
tion of the people feels inclined to 
engage in them and they cannot be 
denied freedom of choice just because 
it is disliked by others. They also try 
to make it appear as natural and con-
genital. Often the help of medical and 
social scientists is sought to present 
its positive effects ignoring the severer 
negative effects. Institutionalisation is 
the second step with the emergence 
of certain organisations campaigning 
for the freedom in indulging in those 
vices. Literatures are produced; move-
ments are run on big scales and media 
are used to further the campaign in a 
big way. Politicians and activists are di-
rectly or indirectly persuaded to accept 
the demands. Legalisation follows. The 
argument normally given is that if it 
was not legalised, it would lead to rise 
in illegal activities and it would be dif-
ficult to manage the resulting compli-
cations. It would therefore be prudent 
to legalise it so that the complications 
can be kept in control. So we now have 
a long list of legal crimes (drinking, 
gambling, promiscuity, pornography, 
prostitution, homosexuality, abortions 
without any plausible reasons, etc.) , 
which speaking in terms of their effects 
on mankind are no less lethal than the 
illegal crimes like murders and rapes 
but are no more counted as crimes be-
cause the current market-sponsored 
system has made them legal. Once the 
legal hurdle is removed, commerciali-

DELIBERATION

SECULARISING FREEDOM OF CHOICE 
AND COMMERCIALISATION BY WEST

sation followed by globalisation gets in 
full swing. Wealth starts flowing.

This strategy of normalization, in-
stitutionalisation, legalisation and 
commercialisation was adopted in the 
case of alcohol, gambling, prostitution 
and pornography and continues to be 
the mainstay in the globalisation of 
homosexuality.  The demoniac march 
of commercialisation has necessitated 
that all the vices and perversions must 
be considered “normal and natural” 
behaviour and any stigma associated 
with them should be struck with a fatal 
blow.

While the markets have prospered 
with the money flowing from the mass-
es to the corporates, the destruction 
the “Freedom of Choice” has been 
causing is too huge to ignore. Still it is 
being deliberately ignored by all those 
who are parts of the nexus of the forces 
of economics and politics. In the pro-
cess alcohol, gambling and various 
branches of sex (prostitution, pornog-
raphy, promiscuity, and homosexual-
ity) have all become huge businesses 
involving billions of dollars. And pro-
portionate to the number of dollars hu-
man beings are being consumed by the 
fire these businesses generate.

West can certainly claim that it is 
the most developed part of the world 
in terms of scientific and technological 
advancement, quality of infrastructure 
within their countries and prosperity 
and power.   Had these attainments re-
sulted in freedom from violence, within 
and abroad, righteousness among 
people with clear distinction between 
beneficial and harmful practices and 
attitudes, respect and loyalty to re-
lationships, value of human life and 

DR. JAVED JAMIL
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sympathetic behaviour towards small-
er nations, West could definitely have 
laid its claim to civilization. But ah! 
Firstly, West’s economic, political and 
military power was achieved through 
more wrongful ways than genuine; 
and secondly, West has also misused 
these powers with colossal destruc-
tion of human lives and peaceful living. 
The bright stars of the horizon of West-
ernism have all degenerated into black 
holes – “democracy” into corporatoc-
racy, “secularism” into negation of reli-
gious morality, “freedom” into license 
to commit evils and “human rights” 
into defence of criminals and perverts.  
Despite its prosperity and power, West 
has been responsible for:

- Most of the wars in the last cen-
tury, most of deaths in those wars, con-
suming more than 160 million lives

- Most invasions; including coloni-
sations at a massive scale;

- Most attacks on countries includ-
ing attacks on civilians;

- The only nuclear attacks made on 
the surface of the earth;

- Destruction of aborigines in big 
numbers;

- Most deaths in Muslim countries 
including more than 3 million since the 
beginning of the new century;

- Deaths of at least 200 million foe-
tuses in last 10 years;

- Huge number of murders and 
rapes (one fourth to one half of women 
having experienced rapes) within their 
countries;

- Huge alcohol and gambling relat-
ed deaths and other societal problems;

- Rising number of deaths related to 
AIDS leading to tens of millions of or-
phans; and

- Several million suicides (highest 
in the world).

 Western system along with the 
freedom of choice leading to legal 
crimes like promiscuity, homosexuality 
and prostitution has also led to behav-
iours leading to total disintegration of 
family system with:

- Up to 50 pc of abortion rates;

- Up to 50 pc children born out of 
wedlock;

- At least 30 pc children living in sin-
gle parent homes;

- Ever increasing number of gay 
couples. 

Western system has also been re-
sponsible for

- Huge increase in business related 
to sex, alcohol, gambling and organ-
ised violence; with huge effects on 
health, family and society;

- Maximum damage to environ-
ment, causing massive damage;

- Maximum economic disparity 
within the countries and among the 
countries;

- Monopolisation of world resourc-
es; and

- Stockpiling of weapons of mass 
destruction.

If one single most factor can be 
found behind all these problems, it 
is the freedom of unlimited choices 
consequent upon the plan to market 
everything good or bad. Islam on the 
other hand provides freedom of only 
good choices and bans or restricts un-
healthy and destructive choices. Mus-
lims of the current world have adopted 
Islam partially. This partial application 
has deprived them of the peace in its 
entirety. Still they are in a much better 
state of peace than the people living in 
the so-called developed world are.

The world must know that if the Is-
lamic principle of giving only healthy 
choices is allowed to function properly, 
every year more than 80 million lives 
can be saved. These include

- 2 million murders

- 2.2 million suicides

- 5 million deaths from AIDS

- 5 million deaths from smoking

- 3.3 million deaths associated with 
alcohol

- 2 million deaths associated with 
smoking, gambling and drugs

- 70 million cases of feticide

Even if feticide is excluded, more 
than 10 million people would have 

been saved every year from falling prey 
to the unwanted kinds of death had Is-
lamic legal and socio-economic system 
been in force. These are no ordinary 
figures. These are staggering statistics 
from all accounts. And adding the fig-
ures of feticide, more than 80 million 
lives are lost just because the laws of 
God are not followed.

In the US alone,

- More than 200,000 people are as-
saulted with murderous intents every 
year (more than 18,000 are killed);

- More than 30, 000 die of AIDS;

- More than 100, 000 die of alcohol, 
smoking and drugs;

- Half a million of foetuses are 
aborted.

For a few thousands dead in terror-
ist attacks, the world is made hostage, 
billions of dollars are put to the fire, 
cities devastated and millions of inno-
cents killed. For millions of deaths as 
the result of the pursuance of socio-
economic policies dictated by the forc-
es of globalisation, virtually nothing is 
done except a few cosmetic measures.

None — individual, society, corpo-
rate sector or government, should be 
allowed to offer the choice of death to 
the people. Freedom of choice must be 
limited to the choices among the good. 
A choice between life and death can-
not be given. A child cannot be left on a 
highway hoping that it will take all the 
necessary precautions to save it from 
being crushed by fast moving vehicles. 
People are like children who more often 
than not are guided by baser instincts, 
which suck them into all forms of life-
threatening and peace-threatening 
habits. Addiction has hardly any regard 
or fondness for knowledge and sanity. 
Who knows better, about the effects of 
alcohol, smoking and sexual perver-
sions, than the doctors? Still they often 
succumb to the temptations. A smoker, 
a drinker, a drug addict and a promis-
cuous person understand that they 
face huge risks on account of their hab-
its; but such is the effect of these on 
the baser instincts that they find it hard 
to be governed by their knowledge.
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By now every netizen would have 
come across Pokemon Go, the viral 
game which has beaten the record of 
popular games like Candy Crush Saga. 
Many if not played would have at least 
heard about it. In India it hasn’t been 
officially released but still I am sure 
many youngsters would have found 
ways to play it.

Pokemon Go, as you know, is a lo-
cation based, multiplayer, augmented 
reality game in which you can inter-
act with virtual objects in your physi-
cal surroundings using your smart 

TECHNOLOGY

POKEMON GO – THE WORLD
OF GAMIFIED BIG DATA

phone. You play the game by navigat-
ing through your physical location and 
keep a watch on the Pokemons located 
around you. If you see a Pokemon, you 
will throw your Pokeball to catch it (all 
digitally). The Pokemon you catch will 
be added to your collection. You will 
also see a map around which you will 
be navigating inside the game. These 
maps will show you features like Poke-
shops and Pokegyms which are located 
at public places like parks, art instal-
lations, museums, historical places 
etc. You will keep collecting the virtual 
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Pokemons from all these places and 
continue playing it like a typical Poke-
mon game.

Pokemon [1] games are not new, 
they started as role playing video 
games which later evolved into various 
forms – online, offline (card games), 
animated television shows and mov-
ies. Pokemons are fictional creatures 
which the player (called Pokemon Train-
er) has to catch and collect from the 
fictional world where the game takes 
place.Then they have to train them and 
battle with the other Pokemon train-
ers. Typically this is the general format 
of this game whether played as a video 
game or a card game. What Pokemon 
Go does is, it adds augmented reality 
to the gaming experience by fusing the 
virtual with the real which you experi-
ence while catching Pokemons from 
your physical surroundings.

Pokemon Go through its location 
based feature identifies your location 
using your phone’s GPS, and tailors the 
Pokemon based on these locations. 
Like if the location is a water body, 
it will show you water based Poke-
mon (PokeWater). First it’ll recognize 
the place through your GPS and then 
show the Pokemons as per the con-
text. This means the game has lots of 
information about the locations where 
you are playing this game. And what’s 
that large set of information which the 
game has about you and your loca-
tion? They are the large datasets which 
we often refer to as Big Data. So what 
you are playing is the Google map with 
augmented reality driven by Big Data 
which is giving you the impression of 
co-presence of the virtual Pokemons in 
your physical surroundings.

Interestingly Pokemon Go has got 
access to these large datasets from 
a similar augmented reality, location 
based, multiplayer online game called 
Ingress. Ingress started at google later 
spun off into a gaming company called 
Niantic. Pokemon Go has also been 
developed by Niantic. Do you know 
who has generated this large data-
set for this game Ingress and further 
Pokemon Go? The users while playing 
Ingress… sounds strange but yes this 
is the world of Web 2.0 where user be-

comes co-creators in all forms of digi-
tal products. When you play Pokemon 
Go, you will also be generating a lot of 
data which will feed into the Big Data to 
be analyzed and used by many digital 
companies.

Game enthusiasts have given both 
kinds of impressions about Pokemon 
Go. On one side it is being seen as a 
game which will enhance your physi-
cal activity as it forces you to go out, 
connect with other players (socialize), 
psychologically enhance motivation 

level thus helping depressed people, 
can also help in learning and many 
more. On the other side the game may 
distract you from being focused on 
the traffic on the busy roads resulting 
in accidents. A game involving loss 
and win can also make you more de-
pressed if you continue to lose. This 
isn’t directly associated with Pokemon 
Go as it can happen with any game of 
loss and win. But making the claim 
of it being a psychological stimulant 
looks a bit stretched. Also there has 
been complains of people playing it 
at grave yards, memorials which looks 
very insensitive to many people.

On the technical front Pokemon Go 
uses your camera and a good internet 
connectivity to play, which means at 
many places outside with slow inter-
net, it won’t work properly. As you play 
it using your camera and internet, your 
battery will also drain out very fast. The 
game also eats a lot of data and clogs 
the network which means the game 
cannot function properly in low band-
width conditions like India.

Coming back to Big Data, when 
you are playing games like Pokemon 
Go, you are generating more and more 
data about yourself. That’s how games 
like Pokemon Go gets information 
about you and run their businesses – 
a typical google’s way of doing things. 
For example the data you generate 
about yourself will be used by mar-
keting agencies to personalize your 
user experiences when you are online. 
Your locations will help in deciding 
your interests, your buying probabili-
ties which will feed you with ads de-
livered to you online. You need to be 
aware of the fact that, you don’t have 
any privacy about your location when 
you play these games, and there’s no 
guarantee about who all get access to 
these data.

[1] Romanized contraction of the 
Japanese brand Pocket Monster

To know more about Pokemon Go 
please refer to this web page curated 
by my favorite digital curator Cybrary-
man: Practice safety when playing 
Pokémon GO

 “ You need to be 
aware of the fact that, you 
don’t have any privacy 
about your location when 
you play these games, 
and there’s no guarantee 
about who all get access 
to these data.
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The news is abuzz with ‘Rio 2016’ 
and all the fun that it has to offer. It is 
arguably the greatest sporting event of 
the world and rightly so with a mam-
moth number of 11000 and more ath-
letes taking part in 28 sports, some of 
them further divided into various dis-
ciplines. In sum, it is featuring a grand 
total of 306 events.

We are seeing athletes bringing 
glory to their nations, celebrating and 
jubilantly shedding tears of joy while 
some are distraught with their heads 
down crying for a very different rea-

OPEN SPACE

RIO 2016: A MOVE
IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION
YET A LONG WAY TO GO

son. All this along with the competitive 
spirit showcased in the games adds to 
the grandeur of the event. But, how is 
our Indian contingent doing in Rio and 
what message do they have for us?

Firstly, the increase in the number 
of participants from 83 in London 4 
years back to 124 now is good to hear 
about, it is, in fact India’s largest ever 
contingent. Moreover, the strong rep-
resentation of women, 52 of them, is 
of great help to overcome the problem 
of gender bias in the country. Kudos 
to them! The number of participants, 
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however, when compared to the popu-
lation is critically low. China, for in-
stance, has something lower than 4 
times the participants that India has 
to its name while its population is not 
even 2 times the Indian number. With 
not even half a billion of populations, 
the United States boasts of 554 partici-
pants. The Azerbaijan contingent con-
sists of 56 athletes; whose population 
is even lower than some of the Indian 
states, let alone the whole country.

Secondly, the athletes have come 
from the various walks of life and the 
diversity of events they are participat-
ing in is simply amazing. These heroes 
have challenged the traditional notion 
of choosing “Engineering or Medicine” 
as a successful career path. Regardless 
of the result, they have made their fam-
ily, community and society proud while 
pursuing their passion.

Simultaneously, the failure to win 
any medal so far is also a point of con-
cern. One can trace this back to lack 

of investment, improper infrastruc-
ture and very limited facilities. On the 
brighter side, majority of the events 
are still remaining to be participated 
in and some of what we can call the 
trump cards are still to play. Let’s hope 
that we come back with a great suc-
cess.

To conclude, what the state is do-
ing for sportspersons and athletes 
doesn’t seem enough. There is actu-
ally a disregard by the state for the 
determination of these people. One 
more very important thing to be done 
is to look after financial stability of ath-
letes who often come from poor back-
grounds. Additionally, their careers 
are also very short compared to other 
common ones.

India has the potential, I believe, 
that with more investment of time and 
money and a bit of awareness it could 
conquer the Olympics or any other 
sporting event for that matter.

 “ To conclude, 
what the state is doing 
for sportspersons and 
athletes doesn’t seem 
enough. There is actually 
a disregard by the state 
for the determination of 
these people. One more 
very important thing to be 
done is to look after finan-
cial stability of athletes 
who often come from poor 
backgrounds. Addition-
ally, their careers are also 
very short compared to 
other common ones.
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“During my school days, I used to 
hate mathematics “–this is the most 
clichéd sentence I have been hearing 
since my childhood. For those people 
who say this, it may come as some-
what of a surprise that a recent study 
carried out at John Hopkins University 
has shown that six-month-old babies 
already have a clear sense of numbers. 
And by the time a child starts going to 
school at around the age of four most 
children are true masters of counting. 
Children also intuitively understand 
the nature of counting; by adding suf-

EDUCATION

DID ANYONE SAY THEY
HATE MATHEMATICS ?

ficiently many ones to starting value 
they know  they will eventually reach 
their age,their parents’ age, grandpar-
ents’ age and so on.

From counting to general addition 
of whole numbers is only a small step. 
During the early days of whole number 
addition we usually take help of our fin-
gers and toes effectively reducing the 
problem to counting. Up to this stage 
life of a child is going hunky dory and 
BAAAMMM!!! Multiplication enters the 
life of a child. We also try to do multi-
plication using our fingers and toes but 
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God has given us only a limited num-
ber of fingers and toes. Oh great let’s 
blame God for our own discrepancy.

In practice we master multiplication 
by spending long hours rote-learning 
multiplication tables–sorry for bringing 
up the topic of multiplication tables. I 
know it hurts.

Prime numbers—oh GHOST!!!!

We now know that every whole 
number can be constructed by adding 
together sufficiently many 1s. Multipli-
cation on the other hand doesn’t be-
have so well. So we can say that one is 
the atomic unit of whole number addi-
tion. In the same way prime numbers 
are atoms of multiplication; any whole 
number greater than 1 can be written 

mathematics is that of breaking very 
large numbers into their prime factors. 
If a number is known to be the product 
of two primes, each 200 digits long, 
current supercomputers would take 
more than the lifetime of the universe 
to find these two prime factors. But it 
is actually a blessing in disguise:most 
secure encryption methods rely on our 
failure to carry out prime factorization 
quickly.The moment someone dis-
covers a fast algorithm to factor large 
numbers,the world’s financial system 
will collapse.If you want to know how 

because it generated them in the first 
place), you are the only one who can 
actually decrypt them.

Conclusion:mathematical philoso-
phy:

I would like to say that the emer-
gence of 0 and 1 in our lives is more in-
tuition than thinking and learning and 
we generate all the other numbers by 
thinking and learning.

as a product of primes in exactly one 
way. For example-

4=2*2,

12=2*2*3,

13079109366950=2*5*5*11*11
*11*37*223*23819

By convention we write factors in 
increasing order, We don’t add 1 to 
the list of prime numbers because it 
would break the fundamental theorem 

of arithmetic. For example-

4=2*2=1*2*2=1*1*2*2

In the above examples we have al-
ready seen several primes,so a ques-
tion that may arise in your mind is to 
ask for the total number of primes. 
Euclid I wouldn’t tell you to answer 
the question because Euclid of Alex-
andria proved that there are infinitely 
many primes. The reasoning can be ex-
plained in just one sentence:If the list 
of prime numbers were finite,then by 
multiplying them together and adding 
1 we would get a new number which 
is not divisible by any prime in our list, 
which is a contradiction to our assump-
tion.

One of the intractable problems in 

prime numbers are running our secu-
rity and encryption industry then read 
on.

Prime numbers:useful in real 
life(hard to digest)

Have you ever watched security cer-
tificate being generated on you com-
puter? Here is what actually happens– 
it produces two large numbers, check 
that they are prime and multiply them 
together. This gives you your public 
key that you can share freely with the 
world. It allows other people to send 
you message,by encrypting them with 
your public key;however since get-
ting the original two prime numbers 
from your public key is more than dif-
ficult (only your computer knows them 
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The end of monsoon session of 
the Upper House marked the women 
friendly amendment of Maternity Ben-
efit Act, 1961, raising the present 12 
weeks of maternity leave to 26 weeks 
for working women. The full paid leave 
has been doubled to protect the em-
ployment of women in their absence. 
The amendments also include manda-
tory provision of crèches available in 
the organisations with more than 50 
employees.

Analysts say it will encourage wom-
en labour force participation in India, a 
country where child raising is supposed 
to be the responsibility of mother alone 
and considered as the only primary 
goal of women’s life. For working moth-
ers maintaining work-home balance 
becomes a difficult job, especially in 
the rising nuclear families where there 
is no family and social support. And 
maternity benefits in most of the work-
places are often rejected. This bill will 
help mothers in overcoming this incon-
sonance of their life to a good extent.

The passed recommendations 
claim to benefit the working women in 
both public sector and private sector. 
India has bags of laws but any law is 
successful only when its implementa-
tion benefits reach the needful sectors 
of the society. This is a maternity ben-
efit law, not something which can only 
be enjoyed by the upper classes but it 
must reach the women of every sector 
whether they are working in MNCs, call 
centres, agriculture sector, construc-
tion and services sector or as casual 
labourers. A vast majority of Indian 
women work in the unorganised and in-
formal sectors where income is low and 
job security is limited.  In 2007, a report 

GENDER JUSTICE

FOR 96% OF WOMEN NO
RESPITE FROM MATERNITY BILL

prepared by the National Commission 
for Enterprises in Unorganised and 
Informal sector said that 96% of the 
women work in the unorganised sector. 
Also the amendment says that women 
who have two or more children will 
avail maternity leave of only 12 weeks 
not 24 weeks. This is discriminatory in 
nature. In the country where minority 
community is neglected, paid less, and 
is discouraged in upgrading their living 
standards, will this law prove success-
ful in making its impact there or will it 
get limited to the corporates and upper 
classes only?

To ensure the comprehensive im-
plementation of the recommenda-
tions, it’s the foremost duty of the La-
bour Ministry to effectively provide the 
benefits of this women-friendly law to 
women of every sector.

RIFA TARIQUE
She is a final prof B.U.M.S student at 

Aligarh Muslim University. She likes to es-
cape from the messy routine to pen-down 
her wandering thoughts.
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President’s green
signal for six new
IITs; NIT in AP

DU Law aspirants protest against
BCI verdict to cut seats

CAMPUS NEWS

The President of India Mr Pranab 
Mukherjee has given nod to six new 
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) 
which will be set up in Jammu, Pal-
akkad (Kerala), Goa, Tirupati, Dhar-
ward (Karnataka) and Bhilai (Chhat-
tisgarh) as per the Institutes of 
Technology (Amendment) Act, 2016. 
Under this law, the Indian School of 
Mines(ISM),Dhanbad, will now be 
called as Indian Institute for Technol-
ogy, Dhanbad.

The bill further says that all these 
Institutions will be Institutions of na-
tional importance. The Lok Sabha had 
on July 25 passed the Institutes of 
Technology (Amendment) Bill. It got 
Rajya Sabha approval on August 2. The 
President has also given a green light 
to a law for setting up of a National 
Institute of Technology (NIT) in Andhra 
Pradesh.

Aspirants of Delhi University’s law 
courses protested outside Bar Council 
of India’s(BCI) office after its recom-
mendations to shut down evening col-
leges offering legal courses which may 
result in elimination of more than 800 
seats.

The BCI has asked colleges offering 
law courses in the evening shifts to be 
shut down. The recommendation was 
made after an apex regulatory body for 
Legal Education and Profession shed 
light on poor infrastructure and qual-
ity of education imparted at DU’s law 
faculty after examination of it’s facility.

There are around 800 students cur-
rently enrolled in the DU evening col-
lege. Students said that government 
should explain the rationale behind it. 
They say, it is government’s agenda to 
stop funds and seat cuts from higher 
education and they claimed, there is a 
great need for affordable legal educa-

COMPILED BY NIHAAL KIDIYOOR

tion and that DU is the only place that 
offers at affordable price. The official 
response was that students who do 
part time will qualify for a law degree, 
and also until DU provides full infra-
structure and student teacher ratio of 
40:1, seats will not be increased.

Stop messing with Youth and Education:
Arvind Kejriwal

Delhi CM Mr Kejrival launched a 
scathing attack on BJP and warned 
that government shouldn’t mess 

with youth and education. This came 
after government’s decision to reduce 
education budget by about 25 per cent 
from 82,000 crore to 68,000 crore. He 
said it was fraught with dangers as 
the country will be ruined if the youth 
don’t get enough support to pursue 
education.

 He also asked for repealing of 
No-Detention policy. He said that, it 
is found that in Class IX students suf-
fer from depression and even commit 
suicide as they can’t read and write. 
He said no-detention policy should 
end, this is ruining the country. He ap-
pealed to the Centre to clear the bill 
they had passed in this regard.
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Telangana to hold EAMCET-II exam again
after paper leak

JNU Political scientist 
is the new Goa
University VC

The Telangana government decid-
ed to again hold the Engineering, Agri-
culture and Medical Common Entrance 
Test (EAMCET-II) after state CID’s probe 
revealed that the paper was leaked.

The decision came in after chief 
minister Mr K. Chandrasekhar Rao held 
a review meeting of the ministers and 
officials. The dates of the examina-
tions will be revealed soon.

EAMCET-II was held on July 9 for 
entry into medical and dental colleges 

Internationally acclaimed Political 
Scientist Dr Varun Sahni has been cho-
sen as the new Vice-Chancellor of Goa 
University.

Dr Sahni is presently serving as 
Professor and Chairperson, Centre for 
International Politics, Organization 
and Disarmament (CIPOD) at Jawaha-
rlal Nehru University, New Delhi. The 
current GU vice-chancellor Dr Satish 
Shetye’s tenure will come to an end in 
October, when Dr Sahni is likely to join 
office.

The committee headed by Dr Rag-
hunath Mashelkar had earlier recom-
mended the names for the potential 
new GU VC’s post to the chancellor 
Mridula Sinha. Dr Sahni has earlier 
served as Reader in Latin American 
Politics at Goa University.

From December 2008 to January 
2012, he served as the 10th vice-chan-
cellor of the University of Jammu. He 
has participated in over 220 academic 
conferences, 90 of them held outside 
India, as paper presenter, session 
chair, and organizer.

and the results were declared on July 
14. The exam centre was Jawaharlal 
Nehru Technological University (JNTU), 
Hyderabad.

Following a complaint of paper leak, 
the state CID conducted a thorough 
probe. So far six persons have been 
arrested and another five have been 
identified. The other revelation was 
that more than 200 students and par-
ents had allegedly colluded with vari-
ous brokers in this whole fiasco.

J&K students awarded special scholarship
The Central Government awarded 

over 3,500 scholarships worth a total 
of Rs 75 crore this year under a special 
scheme for students from Jammu and 
Kashmir to enable them pursue higher 
education outside the state.

The earlier quota of 250 which now 
has been extended to 1430 students, 
for which there were 5000 applicants. 
The students were granted admissions 
in various reputed colleges.

Under the scheme, tuition fees 
up to Rs 1.25 lakh is taken up by the 
government besides up to Rs 1 lakh 
for hostel and food expenses. The gov-
ernment increased the quota from 2 
seats to 10 seats in each engineering 
college.

Besides engineering, students are 

getting scholarships for Nursing, Medi-
cal Sciences and Hotel Management 
courses. The eligibility for the scholar-
ship was based on that the students 

must have passed higher secondary 
from a school in Jammu and Kashmir 
and their family income must not ex-
ceed Rs 6 lakhs per year.


