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OBITUARY

“ Dear anti-nationals, let me tell you, one day this 
nation’s leader is going to sell all. Just for a selfie and 
for a standing ovation from the outsiders. Hundreds 
and hundreds of Appa Raos are going to kill thousands 
of Rohiths and they are going to say, “He/She was a 
gifted student”. All the intellectuals from the margin-
alised communities will get arrested just for mocking 
fictional characters. At the same time, all the leading 
national institutes will be headed by people who can-
not even clear the 10th standard exam. These people 
condemn dissenters as anti-nationals and seditious. 
They are going to kill many Rohiths, like us, just for 
eating beef, for being rational, for being intellectually 
productive for the country. But we are the real sons of 
this land and after we are all killed, there will be no 
nation.”
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FOREWORD ABUL KALAM AZAD

Not your Hindustani Musalman

Urine settles on the pores
Of my detained tongue
As Azaan sneaks in through
the holes
Under the prison walls

I am the Muslim
Whose clock freezes
Under piles of terror charges,
Whose ears go numb
With echoes from 
third-degree chambers

My bones are fodder
To the bricks of Dadri,
My foetus is the crown
On the spears of Gujarat,
My palms are the raised pillows
To the bent heads of Hashimpura

I am the Muslim
Whose breath hangs
On a black wire
Curling like a snake
Around the loudspeakers
Of neighborhood temples

My feet never touched 
the lips of Ganga
for I was eating beef 
with the Asuras’,
My eyes never read the Gita
for they kept looking 
for the thumbs of Ekalavyas’
I am the Muslim

Whose fist raises
When untouchable fingers break
Between the Manusmriti’s pages

My lover goes missing
Among the thickets of corpses
Without names or stories
Under the womb of Jhelum

I am the Muslim
Whose window sills carry
The scent of gunpowder
Fom occupied nights

Three headed flags

Thrust their saffron fangs
Upon my lips
To mimic its anthems

I am the Muslim
Who shakes in fright
Clutching his beard
When a stranger bombs
Faraway planets

I am the tenant
Every owner evicts

I am the refugee
Every border rejects

I am not your Hindustani 
Musalman,
For it’s a door I am 
forced to knock,
The one that is never opened

I am not your Hindustani 
Musalman,
For I am killed
For not being one

I am not your Hindustani 
Musalman
I am not your Hindustani
 Musalman
---------------------------------------------------------

Author is a poet who studied in 
Chennai

I Am Not Your
Hindustani Musalman
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While the news of acquittals of 
terror accused-most of them be-
ing Muslim youths, has became 
a daily news, we got another 
news of “terrorist attack” in the 
midst off UP elections. Jajmau, a 
south eastern suburb of Kanpur 
where Muslims comprise over 
80% of the population and a 

hub of Kanpur’s leather industry 
came into headlines of media this 
week. All through Wednesday, 
when polling was still underway 
in South Eastern Uttar Pradesh, 
Saifullah,a 22-year-old muslim 
youth, an alleged terrorist who 
was gunned down by the Uttar 
Pradesh Anti Terror Squad in 

Lucknow was being projected in 
the media as an ISIS operative, a 
rather blatant attempt to polarise 
votes in the last phase of polling. 
But by evening, after the polling 
was over and a day after the Ut-
tar Pradesh police issued a press 
statement that those involved in 
the Ujjain train blast belonged to 

FAKE ENCOUNTERS AND 
ACQUITTAL AFTER DECADE 
LONG IMPRISONMENTS:
WHAT IT MEANS BEING
A MUSLIM IN INDIA?

EDITORIALC AHAMED FAYIZ
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the Islamic State, they retracted 
it, claiming there was no evi-
dence linking these individuals to 
the terror group.

The UP police said the accused 
were “self-proclaimed” members 
of the terrorist group, and “they 
fancied themselves as being 
members of the IS.”

“There is nothing to show that 
they were part of the IS. They 
were self-proclaimed sympathis-
ers of the outfit; their affiliation 
to the outfit was one-sided,” 
Javeed Ahmed, UP Director Gen-
eral of Police, told The Hindu on 
Wednesday. 

Casting serious doubts over the 
claim of security agencies on the 
‘killing’ of Saifullah, a lawyers 
group on Wednesday urged the 
Supreme Court to take the Suo-
moto notice of the encounter and 
to set up a Judicial Commission to 
bring out the truth about it. Prof. 
Bhim Singh, who is  the Execu-
tive Chairman of State Legal Aid 
Committee and Senior Advocate 
of  Supreme Court,  has urged  
chief Justice of India  J.S. Khehar 
to appoint a Judicial Commission 
to hold an urgent inquiry into the 
facts, circumstances and the situ-
ation that was responsible for this 
gruesome ‘murder of a youth’. 
He said the inquiry Commission 
should comprise of at least three 
judges so that the truth comes out 
before the general public and law 
and order keeping agencies in the 
country.

Earlier ,Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
had claimed that Atif Muzaffar, a 
resident of Kanpur was the “mas-
termind of the attack” off Ujjain 
train blast and the accused be-
longed to the Islamic State. “They 
clicked the photo of the bomb 
and sent it to their handler in 

Syria. One of them is a mechanic 
and they learnt the preparation of 
the bomb through Internet,” Mr. 
Chouhan told a news agency.

Meanwhile questions raised by 
, the UP-based rights group Ri-
hai Manch about the shoot out 
in Lucknow and discrediting of 
comments of Madhya Pradesh CM 
about the arrests in MP on March 
10, indicates this was an attempt 
to raise emotions about ‘Muslim’ 
terrorists to affect voting in the 
last phase of UP elections rather 
than any real attempt to nab ter-
rorists. It appears extraordinarily 
inefficient and implausible for six 
terrorists to travel five hundred 
kilometres from Lucknow to MP 
and place bombs in a train when 
hundreds of trains pass close by 
in Lucknow within easy distance, 
says a press note released by thus 
human rights advocacy group.

The questions raised by the Rihai 
Manch indicate the anti terrorist 
action against Saifullah may have 
been staged. Rihai Manch, which 
came into existence after the Bat-
la House encounter in Delhi in 
September 2008, has been fight-
ing the cases of Muslim youths 
who were wrongfully framed into 
terror cases.

Rihai Manch General Secretary 
Rajeev Yadav said the whole story 
leading to this action was riddled 
with loopholes, making it a case 
of political gain. In a statement, 
Yadav said the Rihai Manch had 
predicted that any such thing 
happened to help the BJP in the 
polls as it has lost sheen due to 
the Modi government’s anti-poor 
policies.He recalled that a similar 
attempt was made in Sambhal in 
the first phase of assembly polls. 
While in the run-up to the first 
phase of polling, a team of the 
special cell of Delhi police stayed 
in Sambhal to arrest Mohammad 

Usman following the arrest of two 
persons in Gujarat.but the Jat vot-
ers have foiled that plot.

Yadav said the blast in the 
Bhopal-Ujjain passenger train 
on Tuesday morning that set off 
the chain of events leading to 
the Lucknow encounter, was at-
tributed to a tube light blowout 
in one of the compartments. Pas-
sengers spoke about it on camera, 
so did SP GRP Krishna Veni who 
initially said that the blast was 
caused due to an electrical short 
circuit. However, GRP changed its 
version after the Madhya Pradesh 
home minister Bhupendra Singh 
described the blast as a terror 
strike.The Manch had apprehen-
sion that the security agencies 
would stage something like this 
to improve political fortunes of 
the BJP in this election as, before 
the sixth round of polling, the 
agencies had tried to create an 
atmosphere claiming that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi could 
be attacked. Meanwhile Sartaj, 
father of Saifulla, A day after he 
refused to accept the body of his 
son,  demanded a judicial in-
quiry into the encounter. The de-
mand came after activists of Rihai 
Manch met Saifullah’s family

It was due to pressure from 
various corners Sarthaj was com-
pelled to refuse his son’s dead 
body. Journalist Asad Ashraf 
posted in facebook “I have been 
in touch with people who are 
in regular contact with Saifull-
ahs family and his father. I have 
been told that there is tremen-
dous pressure on his father to not 
claim the body. Secular National-
ists please stop glorifying that his 
father refused to accept the body 
of a traitor. There is much more 
to the story”.The words of Sarthaj 
also points out why he refused 
to accept hs son’s body “ When 



08  |  The Companion   |    April 2017

journalists and crews from news 
channels started arriving at my 
house,they told me that my son 
had been involved in an act of 
terror and was involved in a gun 
battle with the police. I believed 
them and disowned by son’s body 
after he was killed in the encoun-
ter,” 

Sartaj has alleged that ‘there 
was a foul play in his son’s mur-
der. Defending his son, Sartaj 
said, “Two and half months back 
he (Saifullah) left home after I hit 
him for not working. He called 
last Monday saying he’s going 
to Saudi Arabia. I do not believe 
any of these accusations, they 
are all false. Saifullah was a well-
behaved person; he performed 
namaz five times a day. We did 
not expect this”, Similarly, the 
father of Imran and Faisal, who 
were arrested in Kanpur, also ve-
hemently denied that the charges 
against them saying his sons were 
being implicated in false charges

Innocent muslim youths and 
sangh terror 

Over the past couple of months, 
each and every person who con-
siders himself an expert has held 
forth at great length on what is 
called the “Muslim vote”. “The 
Muslim vote will decide the elec-
tion”, “Muslims are moving to-
wards Mayawati”, “Muslims love 
Akhilesh”, “Muslims are coming 
out to vote in large numbers” - are 
some of the observations these 
experts have thrown at us. The 
“Muslim vote” has been made 
into this all powerful entity that 
has a life of its own. But on the 
last day of polling we got a cruel 
reality check on how powerless 
a Muslim voter actually is. He 
is either put in jail for years ac-
cussed of terror attacks which 
he is unknown or killed at point 

blank range by the state machin-
eries.  It doesn’t  matter whether 
,Saifulla or Sartaj is Pasmanda or 
Ashraf, Ansari or Pathan – terms 
which keep cropping up when-
ever experts try to showcase their 
knowledge of the “Muslim vote”. 
It is their muslimness which com-
pelled Sarthaj to prove his patri-
otism over his son’s dead body.

After 9/11 and Gujarath Geno-
cide on 2002 , fake encounters 
and serial bomb blasts through 
out India made headlines every 
day. Last day this author had 
heared the shocking depositions 
of Irshad Ali,a former IB informer 
on the so called terrorist attacks 
that happened in last one decade 
at a program namely “People’s 
Tribunal” held at Calicut organ-
ized by Solidarity Youth Move-
ment and Innocence Network 
India. The revelations from vari-
ous innocent acquitted persons, 
I got a clear picture how the vi-
cious ciricle of IB , ATS,NIA and 
other state machineries along 
with Sangh Parivar outfits work 
together on this terrorist attacks 
and falsely implicates innocent 
muslim youth on these cases. 

It is clear that the media propa-
ganda on “Islamic Terrorism” cre-
ated ground situation for BJP’s 
politics to win over the other na-
tional parties.  The debate over 
“Islamic Terrorism” helped the 
polarization of Hindu vote and 
ultimately, it helped BJP to gain 
power in 2014 Loksabha Elec-
tions. Things are much more 
clear now. Rather than debating 
over muslim vote and muslim ap-
peasement, it is time to debate 
and discuss over innocent mus-
lim youths, who were encoun-
tered by the state in the name of 
war on terror and who are put in 
jails as prisoners and acquitted 
after branding them as terrorists 

for decades.  Many muslim youths 
lost their life inside prisons in the 
name of bomb blasts after India 
started a fake war on terror inside 
the country.  

Meanwhile many RSS-Sanghi 
leaders who were accussed as the 
plotters of many of these blasts 
are getting released now. As fore-
boding as the conviction of the 
two RSS pracharaks in the 2007 
Ajmer terror blast is, it gets murki-
er with the involvement of Swami 
Aseemanand. Aseemanand was 
a senior RSS pracharak working 
with Adivasi groups in Gujarat. 
He had, in a confessional state-
ment to a magistrate in a Delhi 
court, admitted to planning the 
Ajmer blast. In an interview to 
Caravan magazine last year, he 
alleged that RSS chief Mohan 
Bhagwat had himself sanctioned 
the bombing.

In spite of the confession, the 
special National Investigation 
Agency court on Wednesday ac-
quitted Aseemanand. The court 
verdict came even as more than 
three dozen witnesses turned 
hostile in the case, pointing to 
grave lapses by the Union govern-
ment-controlled National Investi-
gation Agency.

So, What did all these things 
actually say to us? While we have 
enough informations on  the state 
involvement in manufacturing so 
called “Islamic Terrorism” in In-
dia and innocent acquitted mus-
lims  have started asking com-
pensation for false convictions 
and as the real culprits in many 
of these terror cases are let off to 
roam around freely now, It is time 
to stop blaming Indian  muslim 
community over ISIS and terror-
ism.
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The first UPA government ap-
pointed a committee headed by 
Justice Rajinder Sachar in March 
2005 solely to study social, eco-
nomic and educational status of 
the Muslim community in India.  
The committee submitted its re-
port on November 7, 2006 before 
the then prime minister Dr. Man-
mohan Singh and tabled it in the 
parliament on 30th November. 
The committee found the Muslim 
population numbering 15 mil-
lion with Jammu and Kashmir at 
the top of the list with 67%; then 
comes Assam with 30.9%,  Ben-
gal with 25.2%, and Kerala with 
24.7%.

The committee considered the 
following points in its discussion:

- Obtain relative zonal – district 
wise social, economic and cultur-
al status of Muslims

- Define the socio–economic 
developmental index/measure of 
the community

- Find the involvement of the 
community in private and gov-
ernment employment

- Find the proportion of Muslims 

in Other Backward Communities 
(OBC) in all states

- Find the availability of loans 
offered by public sector  govern-
ment banks and accessibility/
availability to health and educa-
tional infrastructure facilities of 
Local Self Government

The committee collected the 
statistical details from different 
sources regarding the issues re-
lated to the community’s exis-
tential safety and development 
contribution and submitted 76 
recommendations.  The pivotal 
recommendation was that the fu-
ture policies should involve Mus-
lims and bring them to national 
mainstream according to the 
concept of diversity. The average 
national literacy is 64.8% while 
among Muslims it is 59.1%. Social 
and material facilities available 
to Muslims and their population 
rate are in opposite proportions 
in villages, where they are in 
majority. When compared with 
Muslim minority villages, Muslim 
majority villages have very few 
bus stops, less roads and housing 
facilities. No educational institu-
tions can be found in one third of 

Muslim majority villages. There 
are no medical facilities in 40% 
of Muslim majority villages.

According to the report, Muslims 
have least of all representations 
in government departments as 
well as agencies. It wonders that 
there is no single state in India 
where Muslim representation in 
government sector is commensu-
rate with their population. Mus-
lim representation in universities, 
banks and public undertakings is 
meager. The loan facilities offered 
by the banks in Muslim majority 
villages are again very less.  Some 
of the banks even marked Mus-
lim majority areas as ‘red zones’ 
where the banks do not offer 
loans and other necessary facili-
ties. The report added that this fi-
nancial exclusion of Muslims has 
made far reaching and negative 
consequences on Muslim edu-
cational and economic develop-
ment.

The number of salaried profes-
sionals of Muslims in public/
private sectors is far lesser than 
SC and ST.  The high presence of 
Muslims in unorganized labor 
sector and self employment sec-

The Future of 
sachar Committee 
Recommendations

In Times of Modi Regime

COVER STORY V M HASANUL BANNA 
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tor is attributed to their absence 
in salaried group. Since Muslims 
are employed in low-income gen-
erating jobs, their average salary 
is below SC and ST. One of the 
findings, that broke the myth that 
Muslims became backward be-
cause they relegate mainstream 
education to Madrassa educa-
tion, showed that a meager 3% at-
tend Madrassas while the remain-
ing majority attend both Maktabs 
and schools.

Important recommendations:

- Constitute equal-opportunity 
committee to ensure opportuni-
ties to the deprived classes like 
minorities.

- Initiate the process of nomina-
tion to enhance the representa-
tion of Muslims in public sector 
undertakings.

- Reconstitute Muslim majority 
constituencies, which must not to 
be reserved for SC.

- Increase Muslim representa-
tion in employment especially in 
public undertakings. Take neces-
sary steps to connect Madrassa 
education with Higher Secondary 
school boards. Recognize Mad-
rassa degrees equal to degree 
qualification for defense, civil 
and banking exams.

The government  approved many 
of the recommendations for im-
plementation on 17th May, 2007 
(this year, it is going to be tenth 
year of  its official approval). They 
have accepted 72 recommenda-
tions out of 76 recommendations, 
deferred 3 important recommen-
dations and rejected 1. The 3 im-
portant recommendations that 
government deferred were:

- Include caste and tribe in the 
national census.

- Create an all-India cadre for 

state and national Waqf boards 
in accordance with civil services 
model.

- Create alternate yardsticks for 
the admission to universities and 
autonomous colleges for the most 
backward members of the society.

- Either create a Most Backward 
Community (MBC) within OBC for 
“Arzals” in Muslim Community or 
give them Scheduled Caste status.

The second UPA government 
presented a note in parliament 
just days before completing their 
tenure. The note explained 42 de-
cisions made to implement the 
accepted 72 recommendations. 
As there were so many similari-
ties in those 72 recommendations, 
they had took 42 decisions based 
on those recommendations, ex-
plained the government in the 
note.  That of the decisions made, 
15 are in educational sector, 6 in 
loan availability, 2 in special de-
velopment programs, 4 in long 
term development programs, 4 
for Waqf maintenance, and 10 
miscellaneous.

If we analyze the above table of 
discussions, we understand that 
the spirit of the recommendation 
is completely lost. Constitution 

of equal-opportunity committee, 
keeping Muslim dominant con-
stituencies from reserving it to SC 
and MBC status were denied by 
the government to rob the com-
mittee of its spirit. The attempt 
of UPA was to treat skin deep and 
not the root cause of the disease. 
While they approved the schools 
in minority dominated districts 
under the scheme of Sarva Shi-
ksha Abhiyan by the Human Re-
source Ministry, they termed it as 
a part of sachar implementation, 
which obviously testifies that 
they make just eyewash.

Christian beneficiaries of 
Muslim empowerment

Neither the Congress Party nor 
the Sachar committee had even 
an iota of doubt regarding the 
appointment of the Committee 
and its subsequent report to be 
exclusively for the downtrodden 
Muslims in India. The ministers 
like Abdur-Rahman Anduley, 
or Rahman Khan who served in 
UPA government too had not any 
doubt regarding that. But mean-
while the ministry of minority af-
fairs started implementing the 
proposal, external influences on 
the ministry mounted gradually. 
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The all powerful Christian lobby 
in the Congress Party pulled the 
strings in order to destabilize 
Muslim empowerment. The re-
sult was the programs intended 
for Muslim minority had been 
re-branded as minority develop-
ment; even for the minority who 
are socially forward. The Mou-
lana Azad National Fellowship 
(MANF) for higher education 
stands testimony to this move. 
As mentioned earlier, this was 
meant for the Muslim minority as 
a post Sachar scheme especially 
in the field of research studies. 
The fellowship solely proposed 
for Muslim community was di-
vided among other minority com-
munities when implimented. 
When asked about this injustice, 
both Salman Khurshid and Rah-
man Khan pleaded their helpless-
ness to give it solely for Muslim 
community. Both the ministers 
could not cite a reason why the 
Christian community which is 
far advanced, empowered and 
forward in Kerala has been made 
beneficiaries of an educational 
empowerment program designed 
for Muslims.

This is not a case with the fel-
lowship only. The powerful 
Christian lobby interfered when 
government decided to form Mi-
nority Concentrated Districts 
(MCDs) and excluded Muslim 

dominated areas, where Muslims 
lag even behind SC, ST communi-
ties in terms of infrastructure de-
velopment.

Now Muslim dominated Malap-
puram district, which lags behind 
most in term of infrastructure 
development in Kerala, is not a 
minority district for the Centre. 
It is because of the Christian in-
fluence; instead Wayanad got 
the position. Even the influence 
of UPA-allied Muslim League 
(IUML) could not overcome this 
challenge.

But no one questioned the same 
logic in the Madrasa Modernisa-
tion programme where it is solely 
designed for Muslim community. 
This scheme made Madrassa cer-
tificate as a qualification for the 
higher education by equalizing 
it with the public education. Be-
cause the Christian priest aspir-
ants in the seminaries study sec-
ular education simultaneously, 
they didnt ask their share in that 
scheme.

Future of Sachar Committee 
recommendations

In December 2014, a question 
on the future of the recommenda-
tions was raised in parliament be-
fore the Modi government, which 
has been so inactive about the 
recommendations since its incep-

tion. It was even before the Modi 
government fully stepped into the 
implementation of Sangh Pari-
var agenda. Like in many other 
cases, the government just copied 
the decisions of UPA government 
as such. Technically this is true. 
Normally all governments con-
tinue to implement the welfare 
and populist measures of the pre-
vious governments. Food security 
program, employment guarantee 
programs, smart city and clean-
liness program all are continua-
tions of the previous government. 
While the BJP made scathing crit-
icism on employment generation 
program (PMEGP) by terming it as 
wastage of money during UPA re-
gime, we see Arun Jaitley enhanc-
ing the fund allocation for it after 
coming into power.

But when the beneficiaries are 
Muslims, then the government 
with its anti-Muslim hate cam-
paign jeopardize the programs. 
This is going to be the future of 
Sachar committee recommenda-
tions-based steps taken by the 
UPA government. The Haj which 
was earlier supervised by the 
ministry of foreign affairs, as a 
means of diplomatic mission now 
comes under the ministry of mi-
nority affairs.  It is going to make 
Haj solely as a Muslim affair by 
alienating from public concerns.  
The Haj subsidy – which is ulti-
mately for the  benefit of airlines 
companies – will now be billed 
under the minority ministry and 
it will just go on a propaganda 
that  the allocation for the minor-
ity is enhanced while the Modi 
sponsored Moulanas will trumpet  
it as a favor.

This article was previously pub-
lished in Prabodhanam Weekly. 
This is translated by Sibahathulla 
Sakib.

“ The attempt of UPA was to treat skin deep 
and not the root cause of the disease. While 
they approved the schools in minority domi-
nated districts under the scheme of Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan by the Human Resource 
Ministry, they termed it as a part of sachar 
implementation, which obviously testifies 
that they make just eyewash.
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Discussions and debates on 
Fascism have become a hot topic 
in our mass media over the past 
couple of years. These discourses 
revolve around the cultural fas-
cism and brahmanic hegemony 
existing over the Indian society. 
In a country like India, where the 
brahmanic hegemony is much 
stronger and influential, even a 
small discourse on Dalit-Adivasi-
Muslim-Bahujan identities and 
their human rights must have to 
be considered as a strong politi-

cal intervention. This is a worst 
situation as the Sangh Parivar 
and the state directly attack 
people from marginalized com-
munities and minorities by mak-
ing them ‘others’ of the nation. 
It should be seen seriously that 
state directly interferes in both 
the civil society and the cultural-
public spaces with their political 
agenda. The recent Beef issues 
and the Muslim ‘otherisation’ at-
titude of the state clearly show 
that our democracy is in a dan-

ger. The Sangh Parivar tightens 
their influence on our cultural-
political-educational spaces. It 
won’t be good to keep our eyes 
blind when the brahmanic he-
gemony deepens their roots by 
attacking the lives of Dalit-Adiva-
si-Muslim communities. We have 
to extend our solidarity to each 
and every people who become 
the victims of ‘otherization’ and 
fascist attacks. It’s not possible 
to agree with central government 
which implements saffronization 

Dalit-Muslim-Bahujan 
lives In The

Brahmanic Academia

DELIBERATIONSRUTHEESH KANNADI 
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in the socio-cultural-educational 
fields which in turn affect the civil 
society. Here the brahmanic state 
openly declares their rightist po-
litical stance. It is very necessary 
to dissent and destruct the inter-
ventions of the state to suppress 
the voice of marginalized commu-
nities.

During recent years, the repre-
sentation of Dalit-Muslim stu-
dents has been augmented much 
in the higher education field. 
Proportionally their representa-
tion has also improved in the 
professions which needs higher 
educational qualifications. Small 
industries, leather business, agri-
culture, meat industry were once 
the traditional jobs of Dalits and 
Muslims of India. But when they 
opted to go for higher education, 
they arrive in the field of higher 
profession which is dominated by 
the rich and upper caste peoples. 
The jobs which the upper caste 
peoples once dominated without 
any competition have now seen 
inclusion of students from mar-
ginalized groups. And they felt in-
security in the professions which 
they had a clear dominance for 
several years. This caused the 
upper castes to influence by the 
idea of anti-reservation policy put 
forward by Sangh Parivar. It also 
strengthened the anti-muslim, 
anti-dalit attitude of the caste 
Hindus. This results in the pro-
test for reservation by Gujjars in 
Rajasthan, Jats in Haryana, Mar-
athas in Maharashtra, Patels in 
Gujarat which actually strength-
ened the anti-reservation policy 
of the Sangh Parivar. The present 
generation of Dalits and Muslims 
who acquired higher education 
and professional jobs has led to 
the socio-financial empowerment 
of these communities. But when 
the BJP led NDA government 

came into power, they started op-
pressing these communities by 
implementing policies in favor of 
the political ideology of the Pari-
var. Savarkar and Golwalkar have 
already declared that there won’t 
be any space for Muslim commu-
nity in the ‘Hindu Rashtra’ which 
is proposed by the Parivar.

The 1992 Babari Masjid demoli-
tion and the 2002 Muslim geno-
cide was actually an experimen-
tation done by them towards the 
construction of ‘Hindu Rashtra’. 
Now the Modi government at-
tempts to spread the ‘model’ 
which was a success in Gujarat 
to all over India. RSS has a well-
organized and structured plan to 
hunt Dalits and Muslims of this 
country. But here unlike Muslims, 
dalits won’t be expelled by sangh 
parivar from their proclaimed 
Hindu rashtra. They need Dal-
its and avarnnas to maintain the 
caste hierarchy as well as struc-
tured inequality of Hindu reli-
gion. But they oppose Dalits to 
attain higher education as it may 
lead dDalits to attain professional 
jobs which are dominated by the 
caste Hindus. Most of the reason 
behind anti-reservation struggles 
from 1966 in India was only be-
cause of the prosperity attained 
by Dalits.

The Indian constitution was 
amended in 1966 by extending 
reservation up to 20 years. It was 
in this same year that anti-reser-
vation protests started in India. 
Theses anti-reservation struggles 
gained much strength when the 
V.P Singh government approved 
the Mandal Commission report 
in 1989. The discourse on Man-
dal commission has established a 
new political phase in the lives of 
dalits and other oppressed com-
munities. The socio-political em-
powerment of Dalits and Muslims 

was always unimaginable for the 
RSS. The Babari Masjid demoli-
tion was actually a strategy of 
the sangh Parivar to destroy the 
political empowerment attained 
by Muslims in India. The post-
mandal politics paved a way for 
the unity of Dalits, Muslims and 
OBCs in this country. The anti-
reservation struggles initiated by 
RSS from 1966 have led to create 
tensions among Hindus and Mus-
lims of this nation.

The recent incidents shows that 
the anti-reservation struggles led 
by caste Hindus still endures un-
der the present BJP government. 
The entry of Dalit-Muslim-Bahu-
jan students into higher educa-
tional fields really disrupts the 
brahmanic state. The caste Hin-
dus who is in power got terrified 
even by the physical presence of 
students from marginalized com-
munities. They are not able to 
admit the fact that their savarna 
spaces are getting democratized 
by the entry of Dalit-Muslim-Ba-
hujan students in the brahmanic 
academia. The caste Hindus have 
always implemented rules and 
regulations to limit the entry of 
Dalit students in their ‘Savarna-
Pure’ spaces of education. They 
torture these students both men-
tally and physically. Today the 
brahmanic state as well as the 
sangh parivar forces equally lead 
to torture and oppress these stu-
dents in the Indian campuses. 
It is not possible for a democrat 
to forget the memories of Rohit 
Vemula, who is a victim of caste 
atrocities in Hyderabad central 
university. The reality is that the 
caste Hindus, sangh parivar and 
State together murdered Rohit 
who was a Dalit research scholar 
in HCU. Even after one year of 
his institutional murder, mother 
Radhika Vemula and his friends 
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are still struggling for justice of 
Rohit Vemlua. In these days we 
were also forced to see the irony 
that the Vice Chancellor Appa 
Rao who is an accused of Rohit’s 
murder has been honored by the 
central government. These in-
cidents show the attitude of the 
state towards the increasing Dalit 
atrocities and anti-Muslim stand 
of Sangh Parivar.

The Parivar state has started 
interfering not just in our socio-
cultural spaces but also in our 
educational fields too. Their 
prime agenda is to limit the entry 
of Dalit-Adivasi-Muslim-Bahujan 
students in the higher education-
al fields. It is in this background 
we have to see the amendment 

made by UGC in Maulana Azad 
National Fellowship (MNF) and 
Rajiv Gandhi National Fellowship 
(RGNF) given to students from 
Muslim and Dalit communities 
respectively. These fellowships 
were implemented in order to help 
the Dalit and Muslim students 
to get admission for PhD studies 
without the barrier of entrance 
examinations. It is really hard for 
the students from Dalit-Adivasi-
Muslim communities who come 
from poor socio-political back-
ground to clear the entrance ex-
aminations for research studies 
which need high level of compe-

tition. Moreover even if these stu-
dents have cleared the obstacle of 
entrance examination there is an-
other possibility to discriminate 
and expel these students at the 
stage of interview. But the RGNF 
and MNF scholarship give an 
advantage for these students to 
get admitted for research studies 
without any kind of barriers. But 
the recent amendment by UGC on 
these scholarships says that first 
a student need to get admitted in 
a university and then only he/she 
will be eligible to apply for this 
scholarship. It is clear that these 
regulations were made to limit 
the entry of students from Dalit 
and Muslim communities into 
higher educational sector.

The protest led by Ambedkar 
Students’ Association of Pondi-
cherry Central University for the 
past eight months regarding res-
ervation in PhD admission also 
has to be considered as a dissent 
against the saffronization of In-
dian Universities. For the past 
several years the Pondicherry 
University is restricting the entry 
of SC/ST students by generat-
ing very fewer vacancies in PhD 
programs. The University clearly 
violates the Central Educational 
Institutions (Reservation in Ad-
missions) Act 2006 (CEI Act) 
which was passed by the Indian 

parliament. The university au-
thorities have attempted to un-
dermine a parliamentary act and 
the directions of the UGC and 
have taken a discriminatory stand 
against the students belonging to 
SC / ST communities and have 
successfully prevented the SC 
and STs from getting admission 
in PhD programs. It is disappoint-
ing and depressing to realize that 
the SC and STs have to take up a 
relentless fight even to implement 
a right that is already granted by 
the parliament. If this is allowed 
to continue, it would systemati-
cally erase the presence of SC and 
ST sections in the academia. Ac-
cording to the University rule, if 
there are two seats, one seat is 
kept as unreserved, and second 
seat, which has to be allotted to 
the reserved categories, is allotted 
for OBC. If there are three seats, 
two are kept as general and one 
is reserved for OBC. Only when 
there are four seats, one is allot-
ted for SC. Similarly, a ST gets his/
her opportunity only when a de-
partment has eight or more seats. 
In case of Ph.D. admissions it is 
very rare that a department may 
have more than 7 or 8 vacancies 
in a particular year. Suppose, if a 
department announces three va-
cancies for ten consecutive years, 
then as per this method of res-
ervation there will be 20 general 
category students and 10 OBC, 
and no SC and ST students will 
be admitted. The only logical rea-
son that the administration gives 
(orally) is, since the reservation 
for OBC is high, 27% as compared 
to 15% for SC and 7.5% for ST. 
Hence, the authorities blindly fol-
low the statistical convenience of 
top-down system where the socio 
economically dominant gets their 
seats at the cost of the opportuni-
ties of the marginalized.

“ The 1992 Babari Masjid demolition and 
the 2002 Muslim genocide was actually an ex-
perimentation done by them towards the con-
struction of ‘Hindu Rashtra’. Now the Modi 
government attempts to spread the ‘model’ 
which was a success in Gujarat to all over In-
dia. RSS has a well-organized and structured 
plan to hunt Dalits and Muslims of this coun-
try. 
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And similarly it was in this same 
University that MHRD has ordered 
for an enquiry about ‘Islamiza-
tion’ in the last year. By ignoring 
the fact that total percentage of 
Muslim students is less than 6% 
compared to the total students 
in Pondicherry University, this 
enquiry was made only because 
of the pressures from people hav-
ing vested interests. This incident 
shows the level of insecurity and 
‘other’ feeling experienced by the 
Muslim students in our Brahman-
ic academia.

The brahmanic state has always 
implemented policies to forceful-
ly restrict the Dalit-Adivasi-Mus-
lim students from entering the 
fields of higher education. The 
recent Kerala High Court verdict 
on the criterion prescribed by the 
University Grants Commission for 
qualifying the National Eligibil-
ity Test (NET) as unconstitutional 
have to be seen in this context. 
Nair Service Society (NSS) was 
the organization behind the peti-
tion which brought such an order 
from the High Court. So here we 
need not have any doubt about 
the savarnna interests played be-
hind this verdict.The court has 
restricted the relaxation given 
to SC/ST, OBC candidates in the 
minimum eligibility marks for 
obtaining NET and JRF. The ver-
dict would be a big challenge 
for the SC/ST, OBC candidates 
who comes from the poor socio-
cultural sections of the society. 
The observations of the court by 
declaring this verdict was the real 
irony. The court observes that re-
laxation given by UGC for SC/ST, 
OBC candidate violates the arti-
cle 16(1) of our constitution. The 
court also adds that this criterion 
eliminates more than 50 percent 
meritorious candidates from gen-
eral category from acquiring the 

NET qualification.Here the Court 
simply repeats the similar argu-
ments raised by the caste Hindus 
for several years against the res-
ervation of SC/ST and OBC can-
didates. Usually UGC goes for an 
appeal when any instruction or 
order comes against their poli-
cies. But here their attitude have 
to be seen seriously as they sim-
ply kept silence about the verdict 
even after two months from the 
date of hearing.

It was in this same period that 
around 12 Dalit-OBC students 
have been suspended from JNU 
which is the largest ‘Brahmanic 
academia’of our country. These 
students got suspended as they 
have protested against the deci-
sion of the university to “adopt” 
a UGC gazette notification dated 
May 2016 which suggests to make 
interview as the sole criterion 
for admission to Mphil/PhD pro-
grams.When interview becomes 
the sole criterion then it would be 
hard for the Dalit-Adivasi-Muslim 
students to get admitted as they 
might face discrimination and 
chances are there to get rejected 
from admission. It is a fact that 
excess weightage given to viva 
would increase caste based dis-
crimination during interview.

We also have to see seriously 

the incident that two students 
Kavyashree Raghunath and Ma-
nasi M S from Hyderabad Central 
University have been denied their 
admission ticket to write PhD en-
trance examination in English 
and Foreign Languages Univer-
sity (EFFLU) because they were 
involved in protests on campus 
for the justice of RohitVemula. 
But however due to the protest 
and pressures from the entire 
student’s community the proctor 
and vice Chancellor of EFLU was 
forced to give the hall tickets to 
Kavyashree and Manasi.It is re-
ally disgusting that even the peo-
ples who stand for the rights of 
Dalit-Bahujan students are also 
being hunted by the Brahmanic 
academic authorities.All these in-
cidents are much enough toreveal 
that the Brahmanic authorities 
as well as the Sanghparivar state 
is implementing and executing 
their agendas directly against the 
Dalit-Adivasi-Muslim-Bahujan 
students in higher educational 
fields.
---------------------------------------------------------

Author is a freelance journal-
ist who has completed his MA in 
Mass Communication from Pondi-
cherry University.

“ It was in this same period that around 
12 Dalit-OBC students have been suspended 
from JNU which is the largest ‘Brahmanic 
academia’of our country. These students got 
suspended as they have protested against the 
decision of the university to “adopt” a UGC 
gazette notification dated May 2016 which 
suggests to make interview as the sole crite-
rion for admission to Mphil/PhD programs.
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 What is the significance of a sub-
altern political party like BAPSA 
in the JNU Campus?

JNU is politically RED; and the 
left student organizations slo-
gan is that this will be retained 
in the campus. They claim that 
they will/ would raise the issues 
of the muslims, Dalits & the Adi-
vasis. Hence, they always try not 
to allow space for other organiza-
tions; specially, those of identity 
politics.

BAPSA took form in 2014 Nov. 
This is an Ambedkarite move-

ment. They creatively involve not 
only in the Dalit issues, but also, 
in the issues of other backward 
classes, Muslims, Kashmiris & 
issues of students from North- 
Eastern states & also the LGBT 
communities in the campus. We 
understand that the Left org in 
India is a failure in resisting Brah-
manism. Hence we believe  that 
“JAI BHIM” should be the slogan 
of the campus rather than the 
“LAL SALAM”.

 Generally, JNU is described as’ 

Left Brahmanical Agrahara’. Is 
there any difference between the 
left-right Brahmanism in this cam-
pus?

Here, the left-right organiza-
tions are working only for votes. 
Both sides are trying to ensure 
and maintain their dominance in 
the campus. And they are under 
the dominance of Brahmanism. 
Therefore they will never allow 
you a space. Both the sides keeps 
up Brahmanist, capitalist & fas-
cist ways. Though there are dif-
ferences in the brahmanical na-
ture, both are trying to suppress 
subaltern politics. Hence, though 
their ways are different, it would 
be right to say that there is not 
much difference in the let-right 
Brahmanism. While one of them 
claim to be secular, the other self-
proclaims as nationalists is the 
only difference between them. 
But, both are clearly savarna& 
keep up an attitude against sub-
altern politics.

 How do you analyze the activi-
ties of BAPSA as a dalit female 
student?

I’m indeed proud to be a part of 
this organization. Dalit society is 
also male dominant up to an ex-
tent. The issues concerning wom-
en were knowingly or unknow-

Our activities are for 
those who are invisible
in the public spaces

INTERVIEW BHUPALI VITTHAL MAGARE / NAJDA RAIHAN
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ingly ignored within the dalit 
society during the earlier years. 
At the same time, as the savarna 
feminist groups never addressed 
the issues of the subaltern wom-
en, we had to stand up for our 
rights. We hold discussions with 
the male counter parts of the sub-
altern societies to convince them 
the issues of the marginalized 
women and to enhance & ensure 
their support for their activities. 
Such discussions are very effec-
tive as well.

 How do you observe importance 
of the BAPSA-SIO unity in the cur-
rent situation?

BAPSA-SIO unity is a very organ-
ic one. It’s a coalition formed out 
of the common political grounds. 
Let me tell you in the beginning 
itself, that this is not an election 
oriented coalition. BAPSA & SIO 
are the organizations who un-
derstand the Indian caste issues 
in the right way & question the 
current savarna politics.The left 
organizations in JNU claims that 
organizations like BAPSA & SIO 
are trouble makers. 

They always accuse SIO as fun-
damentalists. This “forward” or-
ganization describes the organi-
zation for lower caste politics as 
the ones who spread dirt. The 
truth is that the Leftist organiza-
tions like SFI are afraid of iden-
tity politics! Yet, they raise fake 
claims that they are also doing the 
same thing whenever we bring up 
the subaltern issues.

 How far or what are the possi-
bilities of Dalit-minorities’ unity 
outside the campus?

 There are some communities 
who are invisible in the public 
spaces. Our activities are for them 
too. The political organizations 

like these come under a single 
platform on the issues like Rohit, 
Najeeb& Bhopal fake encounter 
cases. We can see that the initial 
responses & voices that hurled 
out in the societies were always 
raised by the political parties 
from the marginalized communi-
ties. Such groups are formed not 
only in the campuses, but in pub-
lic spaces also. 

 There is an accusation that there 
are caste discrimination for stu-
dents’ admissions to central uni-
versities. How do you respond to 
this?

 This is not just an accusation, 
but a reality. The entrance is 
based on written exam and inter-
view. In this, the students from 
dalit& backward classes are not 
awarded even minimum marks 
for the interview. This creates a 
significant fall in the total marks 
scored by the ones who even per-
formed well in the written exam. 
Due to the same reason, students 
from dalit-muslim& minorities 
are very few in the central univer-
sities. This maintains such col-
leges as brahmanical agraharas.

 Have you noticed the recent news 
from Kerala, of physical atrocities 
towards girls who belong to other 
parties by the Left student organi-
zation?

 Yes, I noticed the news from 
Govt college,Madappalli. It of 
course deserves to be resisted. 
Sangh Parivar and their Police 
(Delhi Police) attacked the pro-
testors including women who 
marched with regards to Rohit Ve-
mula issue. Both are real fascism.

 How do you understand the 
Brahmanism & left politics of Ker-
ala?

 I feel that Kerala is not outside 
the Indian Brahmanical map. The 
continuous atrocities against Mrs. 
Chithralekha, a Dalith woman, in 
Kerala, claiming as the most en-
lightened, by the Keralite left or-
ganization is an example for this.

 How popular is the subaltern 
politics outside the Dalit-Muslim 
cateogories?

 The role of our media in making 
something popular & unpopu-
lar is quite big. Every media has 
their own parameters and lan-
guages. Several savarna-caste 
based  honour killings are held 
in India. Yet they never become a 
news of importance to our public 
conscience. We should remember 
that these are not from any other 
planet; but from our own country!
---------------------------------------------------------

Author  is a PG student in Politi-
cal Science , IGNOU

“Here, the left-right organizations are work-
ing only for votes. Both sides are trying to 
ensure and maintain their dominance in the 
campus. And they are under the dominance 
of Brahmanism. Therefore they will never 
allow you a space. Both the sides keeps up 
Brahmanist, capitalist & fascist ways.
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“Good afternoon everyone. This 
is my first visit to Kerala not just 
to Calicut and I am really grateful 
to Madhyamam for giving me the 
opportunity to visit Tirur and also 
to speak to all of you. It is in the 
times of fascist hindutva on-
slaught going on in universities in 
which we are living right now. In 

a time like this to be able to speak 
freely, without fear, to be able to 
state one’s position on campus 
politics has also become a privi-
lege, , I think. Because the Sangh 
Parivar and hindutva forces  does 
not want students like us to speak 
freely to keep our opinions among 
people without hesitation or fear 

of being beaten up. That is exact-
ly what happened in Delhi Uni-
versity a week ago.Students were 
assaulted and attacked all be-
cause there was going to be a 
seminar on ‘cultures of protest’. It 
is very ironical that students are 
beaten up, that even the police 
sides with the goons of hindutva 
members of the ABVP in beating 
up students of Ramjas College in 
Delhi university. This attack is a 
pattern in Hindutva’s onslaught 
in universities. The attack in DU 
was not the first one. There have 
been previous instances of that.
There have been even murderous 
assaults in universities and the 
institutional murder of Rohith Ve-
mula was the most spectacular 
example of that. And, the reason 
why ABVP along with in full ca-
hoots with the central ministry 
and even with the HCU adminis-
tration, the reason why they all 
conspire  together to compel Ro-
hith vemula to end his own life 
was that Rohith Vemula was a 
student with a very courageous 
voice against brahmanism 
against hindutva against 
casteism. and he protested, he 
chose to ask questions, and he 
chose to question the influential 
role which hindutva has come to 
attain in our universities. The in-
stitutional murder of Rohith ve-
mula was supposed to be a disci-
plinary action for all students like 
us who aspire to not just study in 
universities to not just educate 
ourselves but also to agitate and 
to organize, as Baba Saheb said. 
But then the enforced disappear-
ance of Najeeb Ahmed happened 
following almost a year after Ro-

Re-invent our 
vocabularies
of solidarity 
of protest 

INTERACTIONHEBA AHMED
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hith vemula’s institutional mur-
der. Najeeb Ahmed disappeared 
from JNU on the 15th of October 
last year. Rohith vemula has been 
institutionally murdered and Na-
jeeb ahmed enforcedly disap-
peared from jnu. The enforced 
disappearance of a student like 
Najeeb ahmed is even more dan-
gerous because Najeeb had yet 
not been inducted into campus 
politics. He had come to study. He 
had come to research in MSc Bio-
technology and the fact that the 
administration, first of all, he was 
attacked by the ABVP attacked on 
very flimsy grounds. It was said 
that he took offence to a sacred 
thread worn by some ABVP mem-
ber and there are no grounds to 
support the claims of those who 
have beaten up Najeeb. There are 
no grounds to support that but let 
us remind ourselves of the favour-
ite trope that hindutva uses to at-
tack and to kill Muslims. It began 
with Narendra Modi saying that 
the massacre of Muslims in Guja-
rat is justified because of the ac-
tion-reaction.Because there has 
been an action in Godhra, there-

fore the reaction, the killing of 
Muslims is justified. And that is a 
complete lie because as we know 
15 years of the Gujarat massacre, 
it was not a reaction it was a well 
conspired well planned state 
sponsored massacre. As the same 
trope of the action-reaction was 
replayed during the enforced dis-
appearance of Najeeb ahmed. It 
was said that he was the one to 
start the attack, he was the one to 
slap someone and therefore the 
assault on Najeeb by ABVP mem-

bers is fully justified. I don’t know 
in which concept of justice hindu-
tva tries to argue for this, you beat 
me once and I will beat you a 100 
times. This intense urge for re-
vengeful hatred against Muslims 
is something we saw in JNU itself. 
And the reason why I’m mention-
ing this in detail is somehow it 
makes us question the comfort 
zone of universities like JNU. We 
all, many students in this country 
aspire to go to JNU because it is a 
premier university in the country. 

“And, the reason why ABVP along with in 
full cahoots with the central ministry and 
even with the HCU administration, the rea-
son why they all conspire  together to compel 
Rohith vemula to end his own life was that 
Rohith Vemula was a student with a very cou-
rageous voice against brahmanism against 
hindutva against casteism. and he protested, 
he chose to ask questions, and he chose to 
question the influential role which hindutva 
has come to attain in our universities. 
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but if a student coming from a 
small town in Uttar Pradesh, if a 
student coming from a town 
called Badayun, comes to JNU 
where he spends 2 weeks, is not 
able to make friends in that small 
amount of time and is just known 
to be acquired Muslim boy study-
ing in biotechnology in JNU. and 
that is the reason why the en-
forced disappearance of Najeeb is 
even more scary. Because he 
wasn’t asking any questions yet. 
He was just studying and that is 
what Hindutva does not want us 
to do. And the reason why this at-
tack on Najeeb is even more dan-
gerous is because there are many 
demands which Muslim students 
like us make in JNU. Namely to 
make the campus more inclusive, 
to make sure that JNU gets more 
minority deprivation points, so 
that the percentage of Muslim 
students in JNU can increase.
Right now, Muslim students form 
a very small percentage in JNU. 
But then when ABVP along with 
the administration is able to suc-
cessfully carry out an enforced 
disappearance, it makes our 
struggle for social justice so much 
more difficult. Because we can ar-
gue for social justice only when 
we assume that we have safety 
and security of our lives in JNU, in 
every university campuses. When 
I speak of JNU, I also talk about 
other university campuses. If the 
life and liberty of that person is 
put at risk or itself is negated and 
a person is physically removed 
from campus, it makes us realize 
our struggle to ensure the pres-
ence of Muslim students, our 
struggle to ensure that Muslim 
students should study in campus-
es without any fear. that struggle 
becomes all  more difficult.  Then 
instead of arguing for deprivation 
points, instead of arguing for in-

clusion, instead of arguing for 
recognition, we have to argue that 
give us the freedom to exist at 
least. Give us the freedom to exist 
physically. We present before the 
universities-and this demand of 
liberty and security of person-
hood it’s a very constitutional de-
mand-it’s very constitutional de-
mand which perhaps Hindutva is 
trying to negate because they op-
erate not according to the consti-
tution. They operate according to 
the Manusmrithi. And there was 
this video which was circulating 
on social media,in which an 
ABVP member called Satwinder 
Awana is quoting the constitution 
in DU. He’s quoting the constitu-
tion to justify why members of the 
ABVP had attacked students and 
he’s quoting that according to ar-
ticle 19 ‘any student who speaks 
against the nation can be de-
clared an anti-national’. The 
shamelessness of people like 
Satwinder Awana to not just mis-
quote the constitution , probably 
they’re completely ignorant of the 
constitution, but to misuse the 
constitution in justifying the as-
saults which ABVP does on stu-

dents in DU, JNU, HCU, and even 
universities in Kerala. So the rea-
son why I’m telling all this to you 
in detail is because right now 
is,as we argue that more and more 
students from marginalised sec-
tions should aspire, should be 
able to go to universities, should 
be able to pursue higher educa-
tion, even as we make this de-
mand, the fascist conspiracy of 
Hindutva of the Sangh parivar is  
absolutely strengthened in weed-
ing out students from universi-
ties. So that students from mar-
ginalized sections, Dalit 
communities, Muslim communi-
ty, do not go and study in univer-
sities like JNU. That is the mes-
sage that Hindutva wants to give 
to Muslim students like Najeeb 
Ahmed who aspire to research in 
science or social science. The as-
sault on Najeeb Ahmed did not 
stop there. The administration 
took no steps in securing any kind 
of justice.The administration in 
fact took the opportunity to turn 
our protest spaces in JNU into 
prison spaces. There were iron 
bars installed, the places where 
we stand and protest, they were 

“ Salwa Abdul Khader does not need to 
claim herself as a non-practicing Muslim to 
be able to get solidarity for the attacks of SFI 
which were unleashed on her. And therefore 
we need to question our own prejudice, our 
own limitations of giving solidarity and that 
when we argue against Hindutva, Protest 
against Hindutva. we should not compromise 
with that protest. Somehow the most, when 
fascism makes itself manifest in any system, 
everyone else tries to adjust themselves to the 
right wing shift and in trying to adjust, pro-
test spaces, what we do is try and prioritize. 
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taken over by the administration. 
Najeeb’s family members, his 
mother Fatima Nafees and his sis-
ter Sadaf Irshad they have been 
harassed continuously by the ad-
ministration. They have been hu-
miliated when we went to protest 
in different places in Delhi. We 
even went to Lucknow, we went 
to Badaayun, we took out rallies 
for Insaf, for justice from bada-
ayun, from Lucknow. But then 
what happened? What was the 
response of the Hindutva state 
apparatus? Not only has no ac-
tion been taken against those 
people who assaulted Najeeb. On 
the contrary people demanding 
justice for Najeeb Ahmed have 
been harassed. Delhi police did a 
raid in Najeeb’s house, in his rela-
tives house in the middle of the 
night. The reason why they did 
this is to intimidate Fatima Nafees 
, to intimidate Najeeb’s relatives 
so as which they withdraw the le-
gal process so that they withdraw 
the case from the High Court 
which is going on in Delhi right 
now. So this is what Hindutva and 
fascism intend right now in do-
ing. ”We will kill you, We will re-
move you from campuses, we will 
negate your demands for educa-
tion and we will also oppress you 
when you try and secure justice 
and try to protest against us” . So, 
if Hindutva is becoming so strong 
our demands our protest spaces, 
our cultures of protest should 
also strengthen and intensify 
themselves. And therefore the 
meaning of solidarity must be re-
examined. Solidarity must be giv-
en without questions, without 
limiting the meaning of solidarity. 
And solidarity is so much the 
need of this hour. And solidarity 
must be given irrespective of po-
litical differences. Something per-
haps which our university cam-

puses have not learnt to do as yet. 
Especially in campuses which are 
dominated by certain leftist 
modes of resistance. Over there 
solidarity is a trade-off. I will give 
you my solidarity only if you ad-
here to the political vocabulary 
which I propound. And therefore 
when we were arguing that Na-
jeeb’s disappearance must be 
seen as an attack on Muslim stu-
dents, there were many voices in 
JNU who refused to accept that. 
Because they say if we call Najeeb 
a Muslim student, Hindutva will 
be able to polarize students even 
more .I don’t see how we can 
claim ourselves to be a successful 
democracy if we are so shy of giv-
en recognition to the minorities of 
this country. And therefore our 
vocabularies of solidarity in uni-
versities like JNU have to radically 
reinvent themselves so that we 
can make a space for recognition, 
so that a Muslim woman gets soli-
darity not just because she has 
removed the hijab from her head 
and that is what happened with 
Salwa, I think she’s there right 
now. Salwa Abdul Khader does 
not need to claim herself as a 
non-practicing Muslim to be able 
to get solidarity for the attacks of 
SFI which were unleashed on her. 
And therefore we need to ques-
tion our own prejudice, our own 
limitations of giving solidarity 
and that when we argue against 
Hindutva, Protest against Hindu-
tva. we should not compromise 
with that protest. Somehow the 
most, when fascism makes itself 
manifest in any system, everyone 
else tries to adjust themselves to 
the right wing shift and in trying 
to adjust, protest spaces, what we 
do is try and prioritize. So the first 
casualty in this for example those 
radically voiced , for example ar-
gued for Azadi, For Kashmir. Next 

we have those voices who argue 
for the recognition of Muslim, 
Dalit students. But how far can 
we compromise on our solidari-
ties? We all love quoting Martin 
Niemoller, that first it came for so 
and so and I did not protest be-
cause I was not that person, but 
instead of just reducing those 
quotes from fascist Germany into 
our speeches, let us enact those 
quotes in our day to day acts of 
solidarity. Instead of qualifying 
our acts of solidarity by stating 
that so and so is an extreme left-
ist, so and so is a Muslim student 
so and so is a Dalit student, let’s 
all reinvent our vocabulary of sol-
idarity of protest. So that we can 
stand up for each and every stu-
dent each and every victim who 
has been attacked by Hindutva. 
The agenda of fascism, Sangh 
parivar is to continuously restrict 
our solidarity , our protest spaces. 
If we left our solidarity,our protest 
spaces to that  fascist conspiracy , 
we are already letting them to de-
feat us. So instead of restricting 
our vocabularies of solidarity let 
us reinvent them. Let us include 
them. Let us make it more inclu-
sive, even to include those with 
whom we may have political dif-
ferences. it’s good to have politi-
cal differences. But in an age of 
fascism, If we make political dif-
ferences ground for not giving 
solidarity, a ground to not con-
demn those acts of fascism, are 
there within the Brahmanical left, 
then we will have already conced-
ed much ground to Hindutva. 
And I hope we do not do that any-
more. I hope we can have more 
radical acts of solidarity in the 
days to come.

(This interaction was done  at 
Campus Session of Madhyamam 
Literary Fest held at Tirur,Kerala)
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The Budget allocation for the 
University Grants Commission 
(UGC), which provides funds and 
maintains standards in institu-
tions of higher education, has 
been cut by almost 55 per cent, 
from Rs.9315.45 cr in 2015-16 to 
Rs.4286.94 cr in 2016-17. With the 
setting up of a Higher Education 
Financing Agency(HEFA), fund-
ing for the UGC has been de-
clined.

Presenting the annual budget 
for 2016-2017, Finance Minister 
Mr. Arun Jaitley had announced 
the government’s plans to set up 
a Higher Education Financing 
Agency (HEFA). HEFA is to be set 
up with an initial capital base of 
Rs 1000 crore. An additional 1000 
crore will be received as part of 
donations  and the agency will 
leverage funds from the market 
and supplement them with dona-

tions.

The major responsibility of the 
UGC has been to disburse and 
allocate funds to the universities 
and keep tab on them to punish 
those violating the UGC Act. The 
ministry has, however, proposed 
constitution of HEFA that will 
eventually take over the UGC’s 
financial powers of funding the 
higher educational institutions.

UGC’s Financial Powers 
Pruned, Will HEFA 

Strengthen Education 
System In India?

EDUCATION MOHAMMED KHAJA MOINUDDIN
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Under section 20 (1) of the UGC 
Act, the Commission is bound to 
follow the diktat of the govern-
ment, mainly in the matter of pro-
viding policy guidance. However, 
under this provision, functional 
autonomy of the UGC is totally 
compromised due to its misuse by 
the Central bureaucracy. This sec-
tion has been used undemocrati-
cally and illegally to bypass the 
Commission. As a result, it has 
failed to ensure transparency and 
objectivity in its decision-making 
processes as well as implementa-
tion of its regulatory guidelines. 
The UGC will eventually function 
only as a certification body. Mod-
eled after the UGC United King-
dom, its Indian counterpart is a 
statutory body set up by the Par-
liament Act under the purview of 
the HRD. Currently, it is charged 
with coordination, determination 
and maintenance of standards of 
higher education.

Since HEFA is going to be a 
non-banking financial company 
(NBFC), it is being alleged that it 
would have a larger representa-
tion of the bureaucracy and nom-
inees from the MHRD, instead of 
empowering academicians who 
have dominated the UGC so far.

It is believed that the Centre’s 
move has come up in the wake 
of the UGC’s mishandling of is-
sues related to Deemed Universi-
ties and its failure to revamp the 
higher education curriculum for 
years. And also, a special com-
mittee set up by the Centre to ex-
amine various issues between the 
UGC and the HRD Ministry have 
recommended the “wresting of 
financial powers”.

Once operational, HEFA would 
provide interest-free loans to 
higher educational institu-
tions including IITs, IIMs etc for 

constructing new campuses, 
expanding or renovating exist-
ing infrastructure and creating 
state-of-the- art laboratories. It 
is proposed that all central and 
state higher educational institu-
tions would be eligible for joining 
HEFA as members, subject to cer-
tain conditions.

Can HEFA be financially viable? 
It is clear that HEFA is a non-prof-
it organization; it will leverage 
funds from the market and sup-
plement them with donations 
and corporate social responsibil-
ity (CSR) funds. Thus, its opera-
tive and regulatory mechanisms 
would be crucial to ensure its sta-
bility. As far as financial viability 
are concerned, to become self-
sustaining, HEFA needs to man-
age investment of Rs. 25,000 crore 
over next five years and manage 
an inflow of Rs. 2000 crore from 
the fee escrow accounts, assum-
ing that the institutions will fully 
pay loan amount. Since institu-
tions would get funds without 
any interest liability and mar-
ket borrowings would come at 
around 12%, there might be a 
need of robust donations as well 
as viability gap funding from the 
government.

“Consequent upon completion 
of the process of inviting, exam-
ining and selection based on the 
notice of expression of interest for 

identifying a joint venture partner 
for establishment of HEFA, the 
Ministry of Human Resources De-
velopment has appointed Canara 
Bank for establishment of Higher 
Education Financing Agency 
(HEFA)”, the bank said in a stock 
exchange notice.

Eminent economist Deepak 
Nayyar said Rs 1,000 crore alloca-
tion made in the Union Budget for 
the proposed Higher Education 
Financing Agency is “peanuts” 
PTI reports. Strongly disagreeing 
with the government’s decision 
to create such an agency in the 
education sector, Nayyar, also 
a noted academician favoured 
recreating the University Grants 
Commission (UGC) into a higher 
education financing author-
ity, something which the United 
Kingdom has done, which France 
has done”.

With mixed reactions from vari-
ous intellectuals, it is hard to con-
clude, if HEFA will strengthen the 
standards of education system in 
India.
---------------------------------------------------------

Author hods M.Sc (Medical). He 
is currently Asst. Prof at Depart-
ment of Biochemistry, PDSIMT, 
Hyderabad

“ Consequent upon completion of the pro-
cess of inviting, examining and selection 
based on the notice of expression of interest 
for identifying a joint venture partner for es-
tablishment of HEFA, the Ministry of Human 
Resources Development has appointed Ca-
nara Bank for establishment of Higher Edu-
cation Financing Agency (HEFA)
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The condition of Muslim women 
are not more deplorable than the 
condition of Hindu women; both 
face one and the same set of prob-
lems. There are (even) times when 
Hindu women are in a more terri-
ble state, remarked Flavia Agnes, 
renowned Mumbai High Court 
Lawyer and activist. She does not 
believe Muslim Personal Law to 
be the cause of the backwardness 
of Muslim community. She has 
been in Calicut as Special Guest 
in Muslim Women’s Colloquium, 
a two day international confer-
ence conducted by Girls Islamic 
Organisation, Kerala.

Uniform Civil Code is gener-
ally employed as a political tool 
against Islam and Muslims. 
They(those who advocate for the 
UCC) claim it to be the cure-all for 
all problems of the Muslim Com-
munity. But Agnes asks if that 
would actually solve all problems. 
“Doesn’t it mean a perfect adher-
ence to all the laws in the nation 
and an end to all discriminatory 
practices and atrocities against 
women?” she adds. Agnes notes 

that the right wing political un-
dercurrents are directed  against 
the minority communities; and 
also adds that it is quite unpracti-
cal  to implement a uniform civil 
code by posing the issues of po-
lygamy and Triple Talaq in the 
forefront.

The human rights activist finds 
the questionnaire prepared by 
the government on Uniform Civil 
Code to be highly biased and be-
lieves that it should not come into 
being in India for it is the rights 
which should be equal and not 
Personal Laws.We have laws op-
posing child marriage, dowry and 
domestic violence, which women 
are many a time unaware of. It is 
essential that women are granted 
and assured access to educa-
tion so that they become aware 
of their rights.  We need to have 
strong laws against dowry. How-
ever this is not practical. Giving 
bride wealth or Mahr is what is Is-
lamic (and not vice versa). Wom-
en should come to the forefront 
to fight against the social evils of 
dowry and child marriage. Flavia 

Agnes states that it is the Hindu 
women who are more severely af-
fected by dowry.

Pointing to one issue faced by 
the Hindu women as an exam-
ple to the multitudes of problems 
they face, she asks why these are 
never given due consideration. If 
the Muslim women wish for UCC, 
they can choose to. Hindu wom-
en too may demand for it if they 
would like to. However, it is the 
Hindus who now say the Muslims 
should follow the Uniform Civil 
Code.

People tend to infer that atroci-
ties against women are on the rise 
owing to the increase in the num-
ber of cases. However, it is wrong 
to believe thus as women have 
been under attack in earlier days 
as well – only that the media cov-
erage was rather low then. She 
further remarked that films play 
an undeniable role in upbringing 
a culture of misogyny and vio-
lence against women.
---------------------------------------------------------

Author is doing her PG at TKM 
Arts and Science College, Kollam.

Seek Equality in
Uniform Rights,
Not Uniform
Civil Code :
Flavia Agnes

OPEN SPACE AYESHA HUMAYOON KABEER 
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The world politics after Trump 
election is expected to see sharp 
changes, in the same direction 
as set by the victory of many na-
tionalist or conservative lead-
ers in Israel, Iran, Russia, India, 
and other countries in Europe. 
The new world order is waiting 
to emerge as these leaders com-
pete and cooperate with one 
another. More importantly Arab 
and Islamic World are occupied 
by several violent crises and in-
stability starting from Syria, Iraq 

and Yemen crisis, to that of India-
Pakistan, Israel-Palestine, ISIS, 
ISIL and Iranian Nuclear issue. 
All these issues directly affect the 
Muslim World, but the Syrian cri-
sis has affected almost every ac-
tor in this terrain. The Arab World 
has landed in trouble since 2010 
due to Arab Spring, which started 
from Tunisia via Libya, Egypt, 
and Yemen that had ideologi-
cal repercussions badly in Syria. 
In the last six years of turmoil 
mainly faced by the Arab World, 

we witnessed the uncounted loss 
of human life, migration of peo-
ple, widespread suffering. It is 
estimated that till now more than 
3,00, 000 people have been killed 
in Syria since the conflict began 
with anti-government protests in 
March 2011. The other disturb-
ing fact is that the unique places 
like Damascus, Homs, Hamas 
and Aleppo become the debris of 
destruction in West Asia. Factu-
ally, Assad’s old friend Iran, Shia 
group Hezbollah of Lebanon and 
Damascus elderly friend Russia 
blindly backed the brutal Assad 
regime, despite the continued 
civilian exodus, bloodshed and 
massacre. The rebel group led by 
Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Qatar 
maintained the Syrian situation 
through strategic support. The US 
is also involved in Syrian crisis, 
but it has its own agenda, which 
is still not visible for the pro-As-
sad and anti-Assad camp. But the 
most surprising is the silent role 
of Israel as a spectator. It inherits 
a history that ruined neighbour 
one by one through its policies. Is 
it not looking suspicious that en-
emy is free and friends are fight-
ing within.

After taking the oath of the US 
President Trump is going to face a 
difficult situation due to region’s 
complexities, volatile nature and 
fragmented behaviour. Since US 
policy is branded as a support 
system of Tel Aviv since its crea-
tion, Trump will be a new Messi-
ah for Israel and right wing Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
as it is already seen. Last month 
the US unpredictably abstained 

US President Trump
And Expectations 
of Muslim World

OPEN SPACE SYED MOHAMMAD RAGHIB
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in the UN General Assembly from 
voting on a resolution against 
the Israeli illegal settlements in 
West Bank and did not use the 
veto. Later, the US Ambassador 
to the UN, Mr. Samantha Power 
said that the move doesn’t signal 
diminish US support for Israel. 
The Obama administration had 
given a new package of $3.8 bil-
lion a year military help to Israel 
for over the next decade which 
will be $38 billion. This pact is a 
mark of two nations’ close alli-
ances despite the differences on 
the issues like Iranian nuclear is-
sue and others. This is one of the 
biggest packages of military assis-
tance in its history of the US and 
has the potential to change the 
geopolitical situation, especially 
with an increase in ‘arms race’ in 
the region.

The situation has become bad to 
worse since last two years and led 
to the migration of Syrian people 
in Europe via land and sea route; 
and it was also not less than a ca-
tastrophe due to many incidents 
of boat collapse and other reasons 
of casuality. Those who reached 
different parts of the Europe also 
faced a lot of problems with po-
lice and other law enforcement 
agencies. They faced freezing 
temperature with no tents and 
shortage of food for several days. 
Barring these social aspects, po-
litical aspects were more curious 
as they didn’t have their collective 
representative or spokesperson 
till now. The role of the UN also 
looks dubious as of now, which 
hardly acted upon such disaster.

Due to the influx of refugees in 
Europe, sudden political storm 
changed the whole narrative of 
social crisis into a political and 
security issue across the Europe, 
and it may also be attributed to 
their Islamophoic symptoms. 

Some of the European coun-
tries tightened their borders and 
even suspended train schedules 
to prevent the surge of refugees 
from reaching their shores. Some 
Syrians were settled across the 
Europe by the respected govern-
ment’s application, like Germany, 
Sweden, Finland, Austria, Hun-
gary and Italy, through asylum 
application. Finally, most of the 
migrants came back to Turkey af-
ter a deal of EU to Turkey, to settle 
down all these people in Turkey 
and then EU assured an amount 
of  $3.3 billion as promised in 
October. The deal also closed 
European borders to migrants. 
Currently, more than 2.7 million 
refugees are registered in Turkey 
and 1 million people had to flee to 
Europe through Bulgaria by land 
and later through Greece by sea 
(data of refugees may be vary).

Along these developments, sen-
sitive issues like India-Pakistan 
relations, Iranian Nuclear issue 
and Israel-Palestine conflicts 
also rocked the scene and it has 
to do with parochial national in-
terest of the particular states and 
their respective positions. Finally, 
the issue of Israel-Palestine long 
since the First World War and Bal-
four declaration of 1917 provided 
a new shape to terrain. Israeli 
aggression against the Palestine 
continues unabated and creation 
of new settlements on Palestin-
ian land, are growing like an un-
controlled tumour. The Muslim 

World is hardly able to play as an 
arbitrator’s role, since they lost 
the opportunity to uphold the 
power and unity in their own do-
main. Even the Arab League and 
the OIC also do not have any clear 
cut plans nor do they have any in-
tentions to solve this due to their 
own differences on the ground.

In such circumstances, the Arab 
and the larger Muslim World wit-
nessed the US interventions since 
the Second World War on most 
of the issues pertaining to these 
areas. Pakistan is also not stable, 
the proxy war with India goes on, 
and their internal rift with the 
FATA region also got disturbed, 
their relations with Afghanistan 
is also not good. The Iranian nu-
clear threat  is budding as one of 
the biggest game changers in the 
GCC countries, especially with re-
spect to Saudi Arabia.

The Obama administration ten-
ure is over, and it left many unat-
tended issues, which will prop up 
very shortly. Trump’s policies will 
bring arbitration at various lev-
els, including diplomatic and so-
cial plain. The Muslim World no 
doubt has more positive lineage 
towards the US rather than China 
or Russia, irrespective of the UN 
dynamics and US foreign policy 
dynamics. But future depends on 
the political and policy formula-
tion and of course changing para-
digms. Hope the world will be in 
‘normal shape’ with or without 
Trump.

“ Due to the influx of refugees in Europe, 
sudden political storm changed the whole 
narrative of social crisis into a political and 
security issue across the Europe, and it may 
also be attributed to their Islamophoic symp-
toms.
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It is a great misunderstanding 
among the law makers and also 
among people that Muslims, 
and Muslim women in particu-
lar, are safe and secured under 
the Uniform Civil Code as prac-
ticed in Goa. Attempts are also 
made to set it as an example for 
implementing it in the rest of the 
country without properly analyz-
ing the cases which were and are 
under trial.

Cases of marriage and di-
vorce:

As per the UCC, the registration 
of marriage is made mandatory 
so that the marriage is recognized 
by the law and any issues relating 
to the marriage can be resolved 
through law. It seems justified to 
many that this is good for the ben-

efit of the couple, for it will be dif-
ficult to break the tie of marriage 
or at least, if it does, it would be 
easy to claim for their rights un-
der law, specially for women. But 
as it is said that all that glitters is 
not gold, so is the case here. The 
difficulties which this law brings 

to the Muslims can be understood 
in the following context:

It should be noted that the Mus-
lims consider the marriage to be 
valid when performed as per the 
religious norms. In such case, 
if after registration the boy and 
the girl find themselves not fit 

Goa’s Experiences
With UCC Show
That Things
Do Not Go Well

COUNTER PUNCHNAZRANA SHAIKH
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for each other or if the marriage 
is cancelled due to any other 
reason,  they have to approach 
the court to annul the marriage 
which takes couple of years and 
meanwhile they cannot marry 
elsewhere.

In case of husband-wife dis-
putes, if the counseling goes be-
yond the first year of marriage 
they cannot separate before they 
complete 5 years and have to bear 
each other willingly or unwill-
ingly; and then after 5years, the 
case of divorce will be dragged 
with counter accusations and 
by the time they get divorced, it 
is too late for both of them. The 
small amount of compensation 
received at the end cannot com-
pensate the loss of dignity, time, 
efforts, money and emotional tor-
ture that the couple has to bear 
during this time. Still there are 
divorce cases dragging for years 
and into a decade and more.

Even if the law does not grant 
divorce to the couple and forces 
the partners to live together, it 
cannot create the love and un-
derstanding among husband and 
wife which is the foundation for 
a happy family. Children are the 
worst sufferers in this case. This 
makes them insecure, worried, 
and harms their ability to have 
a successful marriage later on in 
life. A loveless marriage makes 
an individual, whether man or 
woman, stressed in life and he/
she cannot live peacefully as an 
active member of the society. This 
stressful situation sometimes 
leads to suicide cases.

Those who get married with the 
selfish motives of hiring the as-
sets of their partners and later on 
want to discontinue the marriage, 
without proving themselves as 
guilty in the court, adopt the 
means of torturing the partner in 

such a way that the other partner 
takes the lead in court proceed-
ings and begs for a quick divorce 
without bothering to sacrifice 
whatsoever for it, thus turning 
the case in favor of the culprit. If 
this does not become possible, 
such untrustworthy and disloyal 
partners even tend to do domes-
tic violence or murder the part-
ners framing it to be an accident, 
like we have the cases of burning 
wives in cylinder blasts.

Genuine problem arises in case 
where the woman is religious and 
is strict follower of her religion. 
In such a case, she sticks to the 

law laid down by her religion and 
considers that to be full and final. 
The uniform civil code then be-
comes a hurdle to her for a better 
life. For example, in the case of 
verbal talaq which is not consid-
ered valid, UCC leaves the woman 
isolated since now she cannot live 
with her husband as prescribed 
in her religion nor can she marry 
again since she is not divorced as 
per the civil code.

Last but not the least, it’s  been 
observed that after dragging the 
case for many years in the court, 
the matter is finally decided to 
settle out of court by mutual un-
derstanding or through paralegal 
services, which again fail to give 

complete justice to the victim.

Ban on Polygamy:
Polygamy though not prac-

ticed by a large number of Mus-
lims, with an exception of few, 
is banned considering it to be a 
great injustice to the woman who 
has to bear the pain of sharing her 
husband with other woman. But 
this has not solved the problem of 
wives and has opened up ways of 
more violence/injustice against 
women.

Those men who are inclined 
to have relationships with more 
than one woman are still engaged 

in it and with a greater freedom 
since they are relieved from the 
burden of giving them legal sta-
tus of wife with due rights,  thus 
making the women objects of use 
and throw with no respect to their 
feelings, emotions, needs and 
honor. Such relationships have 
also increased the number of ille-
gitimate children thus destroying 
the social structure.

Ban on polygamy has taken 
away the right of a chronically 
ill and sexually disinterested 
woman to be in wedlock with a 
man who, due to these reasons, 
undergoes a second marriage 
while maintaining the emotional, 
physical and financial support to 

“ Those who get married with the selfish 
motives of hiring the assets of their partners 
and later on want to discontinue the mar-
riage, without proving themselves as guilty 
in the court, adopt the means of torturing the 
partner in such a way that the other partner 
takes the lead in court proceedings and begs 
for a quick divorce without bothering to sac-
rifice whatsoever for it, thus turning the case 
in favor of the culprit.
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his first wife. Due to this law, ei-
ther the husband has to satisfy 
his basic human need through 
illicit relationship spoiling the 
life of some other woman or has 
to divorce his sick, helpless wife 
and get married to someone else. 
It also brings hurdle for young 
widows and divorcees with small 
kids to settle in their life who can 
be a choice of a married man as 
no bachelors prefer to get married 
to such women and also due to 
the shortage of widowed and di-
vorced men to be a perfect match 
for such women.

Inheritance law
Though there are equal rights 

for both men and women as per 
the civil code, it fails to bring 
about any change in the percent-
age of property held by women, 
nor in their status.  It is not com-
mon that daughters fight for their 
share of the parental property. 
Even if they do, the law, in trying 
to give equal share, fails to even 
give them little. Also fighting for 
the property rights incurs loss of 
her own assets and her cherished 
family relations.

The common misconception 
about the Uniform Civil Code is 
that the Hindus have surrendered 
their personal laws for the sake of 
uniformity throughout the coun-
try and the four Hindu enact-
ments made in 1955-56 have rec-
tified all the evils of Hindu laws 
associated with the gender justice 
and equality. Going through the 
four Hindu-Law enactments of 
1955-56, one finds that specific 
provisions relating to the customs 
of Hindus, Buddhists, Jains and 
Sikhs, running counter to general 
statutory provisions, enjoy full 
legal protection under the provi-
sions of the concerned Uniform 
Civil Code. Among the customs 

and customary institutions that 
remained so protected are as fol-
lows:

- Prohibited degrees in marriage 
and sapinda relations (Hindu 
Marriage Act, 1955, sec. 5);

- Marriage rites and ceremonies 
(sec. 7);

- Right to obtain divorce without 
proper Judicial proceedings (sec. 
291);

- Adoption of adult and married 
persons (Hindu Adoption and 
Maintenance Act, 1956, sec. 10);

- Mitakshara Coparcenary Prop-
erty (Hindu Succession Act,39 
1956, sec. 6);

- Joint family properties gov-
erned by Marumakkattayam 
nambudh and Ahyasandantana 
customs (sec. 7);

- Properties held by Sthanaman-
dans; and

- Specified impartible estates 
(sec. 5(ii))

We can see the effect of these 
customs being maintained in Goa 
civil code too which allows the 
following:

1. Limited polygamy has been 
allowed to Hindus and bigamy 
has been recognized to have civil 
effects.

2. There are inequalities on is-
sues of adoption and the rights of 
illegitimate children.

- When it comes to taking an 
oath in court, differences on the 
basis of caste have been accepted.

Also, there is no separation of 
the Church from the State. In the 
case of those who opt to solem-
nize their marriage in church, the 
Church can annul the marriage at 
the instance of one of the parties, 
as is laid down in church law.

Hence at one side where the per-
sonal laws of other religions are 
well secured under uniform civil 
code it is not so for Muslims. In 
addition, Muslim Personal Law 
is often shown as defective and 
discriminatory and is believed to 
be blocking the implementation 
of directive of Article 44 of Indian 
Constitution. The protagonist of 
uniform civil code project the is-
sue in such a manner that the mi-
norities, especially the Muslims, 
feel that it is they who will have to 
sacrifice their personal law for the 
sake of Uniform Civil Code.

Also whenever Muslim Personal 
Law is debated, it lacks intellec-
tual impartiality. Media report-
age, academic analysis, and often 
politician’s view-points reflect 
the vested interests of those con-
cerned. Despite of all this, the 
Muslims are silent because they 
have greater level of patience and 
tolerance and, hence, suffer si-
lently.

“ Also whenever Muslim Personal Law is de-
bated, it lacks intellectual impartiality. Me-
dia reportage, academic analysis, and often 
politician’s view-points reflect the vested in-
terests of those concerned. Despite of all this, 
the Muslims are silent because they have 
greater level of patience and tolerance and, 
hence, suffer silently.
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Just as a mirror is a reflection of 
our appearances, there is also a 
mirror of the heart which reflects 
our soul. In our life, the latter one 
has three purposes:

1) to show who we were.

2) to show who we are.

3) to show who we want to be.

But we all know that we can’t 
change our past. However, we 
can make improvements in our 
present, in order to become better 
with each passing day.

To learn science, we need a book 
which explains all the details in a 
way which is beautiful and easily 
understandable. In the same way, 
to become a better person, we 
need a role model whom we can 
relate to. A role model should be 
such that their footsteps lead us 
to our ultimate goal.

Today, we find people idolising 
so many persons in this world. 
They might be good, but are they 
really perfect? Do you think they 
really fulfil all the criteria of being 
a role model? I for one say they 
definitely do not!

One perfect role model, who 
was one among the most beauti-
ful souls ever is Hazrat Khadijah 

bint Khuwaylid (RA). She was a 
renowned business woman. Her 
business was not just restricted to 
her country, but it was an interna-
tional one. Her caravan equalled 
the caravans of all other traders 
of the Quraysh (the conglomerate 
of Meccan tribes in the 6th centu-
ry) put together. Not only was her 
business unparalleled but also 
was her faith, which is evidently 
reflected by her enormous excel-
lent deeds.

She spent her wealth to feed and 
clothe the poor, assist her rela-
tives financially, and provide aid 
for the marriage of her poor rela-
tives. This quality of hers teaches 
us that when Allah, the Giver, 
grants us wealth, we shouldn’t 
forget that it is from the Almighty 
God and we shouldn’t spend it 
uselessly. We should realise that 
with every penny that He grants 
us, comes a responsibility, the re-
sponsibility of spending it in the 
right way.

Though she was rich, intelli-
gent, and elegant, she was al-
ways humble and God-fearing. 
She was also known as al-Kubra 
(The Great). In spite of all her 
great qualities, there was not 

even an ounce of pride in her. We 
should try to adopt this quality of 
hers and should always remem-
ber that our wealth and respect 
are both from Allah and to Him is 
our return. We will be questioned 
of all the blessings granted to us 
in this world.

Another quality of this beauti-
ful soul is at-Taahirah (pure). 
She was as pure as rain water 
and didn’t have grudges against 
anyone. She always looked into 
the character of a person, rather 
than their external appearance. 
She looked for good in everyone 
and in every situation. She was 
a twice widowed, but she had 
several suitors asking for her 
hand in marriage because of her 
wealth and status in the society. 
Muhammad (pbuh) who was a re-
ally handsome young man, and 
though he was not as wealthy as 
her, it was mainly because she 
was impressed with his honesty, 
humbleness, and good character 
that she sent him her marriage 
proposal. Similarly, we shouldn’t 
hold grudges against anyone and 
also, we shouldn’t judge people 
based on their external appear-
ances, especially when choos-

Why Khadijah, Wife
of Prophet Muhammad,
Is An Important Figure
In Islamic History?

SPIRITUALITYAMARA SOFIA
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ing a life partner because beauty 
is only temporary and gives us 
nothing, but a good character re-
flects good faith, and piety which 
pleases God. What can be more 
beautiful than holding our part-
ner’s hand and entering the eter-
nal abode after Allah gives us the 
good news of Paradise?

When Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) used to climb up to the 
cave of Hira (the name of a cave 
in Mecca)and used to stay there 
for very long periods pondering 
over the reality of life, Khadija 
(RA) would always support him, 
and would herself take food and 
water for him there, without any 
complaint. From this, we learn 
that there’s more than just being 
personally good; it’s to support 
other good people, cooperate and 
encourage.

When nobody believed the 
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and 
when most rejected him saying 
that he was lying about the rev-

elation that had come down to 
him, she stood beside Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh) and sup-
ported him and his cause both 
emotionally and financially. She 
trusted him completely, but she 
never questioned him or doubted 
him.

And when the Prophet (pbuh) 
conveyed greetings from Allah 
and Angel Gabriel (the angel who 
used to come with revelations 
to him) to her and also gave her 
the glad tidings of Paradise, she 
was overjoyed on knowing that 
she had been granted paradise. 
Tears started trickling down her 
cheeks realising that Allah had 
recognised her efforts. Such was 
her humbleness and such was 
her faith.

It is written that a life partner is 
the one who perfects our ‘deen’-
way of life. So we should make ef-
forts to be the source of tranquil-
lity, contentment, and relief for 
them. We should encourage them 

to worship Allah more and more. 
And when our partner stands up 
to pray to Allah, we should stand 
up with them for prayers. These 
little things have a great impact in 
the relationship.

It was these little doings that 
had a huge impact on Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh), such that 
he could never get over Khadija 
(RA). Even after 10 years after her 
death, he cried remembering the 
love she had for him, the bond 
they shared, and all other things 
which she had provided for him 
(pbuh).

When she died, it was not just 
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) who 
had lost a loving wife, but the 
orphans of Mecca lost a loving 
mother, the needy lost a compas-
sionate hand, and the movement 
of Islam had lost the greatest sup-
porter and believer. But she left 
behind a legacy to take further, 
an example to be followed.
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CHISELED PERCEPTIONS

Dr. Parvez Shabbir Mandviwala

Huda Publications

PP 56, 2017, Indian Rupees 50

Renowned motivational speaker 
and behavioral scientist Steve 
Maraboli was spot on when he 
said: “On your quest to spiritual-
ity it is often required to suspend 
your rationality; but true spir-
ituality asks that you enhance 
your rationality”. As you glance 
through the pages of ‘’Chiseled 
Perceptions’’ you cannot but ap-
preciate the sincere dedication 
with which the author Dr. Parvez 
Mandviwala set about in his 
quest for the truth and did not 
allow himself to be cowed down 
by challenges both external and 
within his own spirit. It is not 
an easy thing in the society that 
we live in to first zero in on “the 
truth”. We are so drawn in by the 
mundane activities for catering to 
our bare necessities and fulfilling 
the demands of our cravings and 
desires that we hardly have time 
and inclination to foster our spirit-
ual demands which seek answers 
to fundamental questions and 
trace the map of true spirituality. 
There are many who traverse that 
journey and do reach some kind 
of vague realization of ‘the truth’. 
But even after scaling that spir-
itual peak it requires a great deal 
of courage and grit to drastically 
alter one’s entire worldview and 
then act according to the com-
mandments of the new faith or 
“straight middle path” as the au-

thor calls 
it. The de-
mands and 
dictates of 
a new be-
lief system 
and way of 
life would 
obviously 
incur the 
wrath of 
parents, 
invite so-
cial boycott 
and propel 
one into an 
unknown 
world full 
of trials 
and tribu-
lations. But 
not only 
has the au-
thor taken 
on those 
challenges 
head on, 
he has also 
accom-
plished the 
unenviable 
task of chronicling that very per-
sonal spiritual odyssey for us so 
that we too may benefit from it.

The roots of the author’s “Chis-
eled Perceptions” lie in his fam-
ily background, and the way in 
which the author has described 
the story of how his parents (Shia 
Bohri boy marrying a Sunni girl) 
came together, making history of 
sorts, is gripping as well as very 

revealing about many customs, 
traditions and collective life of 
the Shia Bohra community, the 
details of which are not known 
to many. Although the author is 
very critical of his ancestral com-
munity, his critique is based on 
objectivity and never stoops to 
the level of a diatribe or outright 
denigration.

The initiation of the author unto 
the road towards enlightenment 

 Journey Towards Epiphany
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is described so vividly and yet so 
succinctly by the author that you 
breeze through the pages graphi-
cally visualizing the amazing 
spiritual journey and wanting to 
know what and when would hap-
pen next. The author has obvious-
ly worked very hard on the choice 
of words and the story he wants 
to put across to his audience and I 
must admit in all honesty that he 
has been very successful in both 
getting the message across as 
well as keep the reader hooked to 
finding out where the travel track 
of this odyssey finally ends. The 
author’s assessment of how be-
ing born into an irreligious family 
helped him indirectly towards the 
‘straight middle path’ is also very 
insightful.

There are some portions of the 
book that some readers may find 
to be in the ‘binary zone’ and 
where the author is a bit pertina-
cious. But the honesty with which 
he gives his opinion and shares 
his experiences with different re-
ligious organizations (Jamaats) 
is truly admirable and is under-
standable as it forms part of the 
explanation of the steps the au-
thor has taken slowly but surely 
to scale unto the terra firma of 
unshakable faith and belief. The 
author’s experience with the Ta-
bleeghi Jamaat, the AhleHadees 
and study of other religions is a 
personal account of the author 
who weighed them on the scales 
of reason and rationality.

The last portion of the book is 
the narration of a very clinical 
approach adopted by the au-
thor over the question of which 
Jamaat to join and serve Islam. 
In the author’s own words: “Of 
the organizations that I consid-
ered satisfactory, there were five: 
Tanzeem-e-Islami, Maulana Saj-
jad Nomani, IRF, Wehdat-e-Islami 

and Jamaat-e-Islami Hind(JIH). 
Let’s take them one by one”.The 
author has described his encoun-
ters and experiences with each 
and then given a detailed account 
of how he finally got convinced 
that the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind 
ticked all the boxes that he was 
looking for in an Islamic organi-
zation. The author is presently the 
Ameer-e-Maqami (Unit President) 
of the Mira Road unit of Jamaat-e-
Islami Hind (Maharashtra Chap-
ter) and knows the ideology, the 
leadership, the intricacies and 
working style of JIH. So, his an-
swers to the common objections 
against JIH are not based on con-
jecture or speculation but are de-
rived from a solid understanding 
of personal experience and thor-
ough grounding of JIH literature.

“Chiseled Perceptions” by Dr. 
Parvez Mandviwala makes for 
compulsory reading for any seri-
ous student of religion, spiritu-
ality and those interested in the 
motivations and inner thoughts 
of the thousands of young Mus-
lims who gravitate towards join-
ing religious organizations for 
spiritual contentment based on 
their understanding of religion. 
The confrontation that the au-
thor has with his father that is 
described in the final pages of the 
book provides ample evidence of 
the sincerity and earnestness that 
the author is full of and which 
radiates throughout this gem of 
a book. Get your hands on “Chis-
eled Perceptions” if you have an 
appetite for insight and higher 
consciousness.
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Kya? –
A Poem On
Gujarat 
Genocide

POEMKADAMANITTA RAMAKRISHNAN

While returning from Gujarat,

I met with a Gujarati;

Going to Kochi for business

“What’s your good name?” He asked

“Ramakrishnan”.. I replied

“Ram Kishan! Ram Kishan! Ram Ram”

Coming closer to me

By appreciating me

“Are you a non-vegetarian?” He asked

“Not like that”..I answered

“And you?” I asked

“We, the Vaishnav people are

pure vegetarians”

He said with a glint of pride

“What about some of grass-eaters

Among you

Have eaten a fetus

Ripping out a womb?

And its mother?” I blurted out abruptly.

Metamorphosed into a beast,

Showing his canine teeth,

Squinting his eyebrows ,

He growled:

“Kya?” (What?)

This poem is written by R. Ramakrishna Panikkar (22 March 1935 – 31 March 2008), popularly 
known as Kadammanitta Ramakrishnan or Kadammanitta,  an Indian poet,who was born in Kad-
ammanitta province of Pathanamthitta district, Kerala. His childhood experiences, especially the 
Padayani songs, imparted strong influence in his literary work. With his powerful and mind provoking 
poems he became one of the rebellious voices in modern Malayalam literature. More than anything, 
it was his style of reciting his own poems in a powerful and efficient manner that made him darling of 
many progressives. He was awarded the Kerala Sahitya Academy award in 1982.

This poetry is translated by Hishamul Wahab P from Malayalam to English


