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Heat is on. Football maniacs are going to cheer the rhythm of the season 
across the globe as we are heading into another FIFA  world cup in Russia. 
In this issue of The Companion we would love to bring about an aura of 
football stories and assessments with diverse wide angle shorts. Rather 
than a game, this issue talks about football from racism, trans-nationality 
and diaspora to Islamophobia surrounded with the game. 
 “If i score, i am french, if i don’t score, or there are problems i’m 
Arab” was the painful elucidation of racism in football by an amazing Al-
gerian-French footballer Karim Benzema. Such an anti Arab remarks pro-
voked him to spell it out. It indicates many rotten tales behind the game. It 
may galvanize many of us because many such stories are still elephants in 
the room. But it doesn’t have always bad stories to tell. 
 With unapologetic Muslim symbols, Mo salah is conquering the 
hearts of the land, all eyes are eagerly waiting to keep posted on the de-
velopments in the wake of his injury to know whether he will entertain 
the maniacs in the upcoming FIFA World cup. He has become the focal 
point, with the iconography he produced, in the debates on faith and Is-
lamophobia. Some Journalists claim that Islamophobia has been reduced 
with the entry of Mo salah and gone-viral chanting has been mentioned as 
evidence of the very same thing. 
 In small nook and corners of the country, flags of different partic-
ipating countries of FIFA can be seen hoisted tells us much trans-national 
imagination of the fans. It seems that they become citizens of the nation 
integrated with football. This issue showcases variety of pieces before you 
to excite with compelling ‘goals’ in your posts. 
Jaseem P.P
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“Sometimes in football 
you have to score goals.”  

~Thierry Henry~



Rooting for Salah: Soccer, 
Faith and Politics
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 One of my aunts, 
worried that her daugh-
ter gave birth to daughters 
and eager to be the grand-
mother of a baby boy, vowed 
an offering to the great Sufi 
Savant’s, Khwaja Gharib 
Nawaz Mueenuddin Chisti’s, 
mausoleum in Ajmir. She 
made the pledge that the 
boy is named Mueenuddin 
after the Savant. One day 
my cousin sister became 
pregnant and gave birth to 
a baby boy. Then came the 
conflict of affinities. The 
father, who keeps Zinedine 
Zidane in his mind and wal-
let, named the boy Zidane 
and registered him as such 
in official records. The disil-
lusioned grandmother calls 
the boy Mueen and insists 
that we call him as such. Re-
ligion and soccer still hang 
over the boy so inseparably 
that you can’t tell the one 
from the other in his mirth-
ful playing in the portico of 
his house. In the family cir-
cle, Zidane is still a strange 
name and the boy evokes 
the spiritual aura of the Sufi 
saint. Registers and official 
records don’t have any in-
fluence in determining the 
identity of people, which is a 
community register. The dis-
appointed father consoles 
himself with the fact that his 
favourite musician AR Rah-
man is a self-declared dis-
ciple of Mueenuddin Chisti 
(https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=pZ5wV2AcWbM).

**

At a tarawih (hour-long nighttime prayer) this Ramadan 
(regrettably one out fifteen for me), I was flanked by Mes-
si, Cristiano Ronaldo, Ibrahimovic and Muhammad Salah. 
They were brisk in their movements as if they were pass-
ing the ball in a league match, seemingly dispirited by the 
prolonged reading of the Quran by the Imam. They disap-
peared halfway through the prayer and when it was my 
turn to vanish, I saw them in the upstairs of the masjid, 
sipping semolina drink, the leftover of that day’s iftaar. 
I waved to them and they waved back. Then, all in a sud-
den, the muezzin of the mosque barged in, chiding them 
and asking them to rejoin the prayer. They heard his harsh 
words as if hearkening to the diktats of a referee. They 
stood up and showed eagerness to obey. But after the mu-
ezzin went back in, they disappeared in the darkness of the 
night, showing camaraderie by putting hands across one 
another’s shoulder. 

**
T-Shirts carrying the names of international soccer sen-
sations become the cynosure of all eyes in Kerala (as it is 
in all parts of the world), even defeating the charm of IPL, 
the signature cricket event of the country. These T-Shirts 
have even replaced the yellow ones, the icon of Kerala soc-
cer team in the fledgeling league of India. But the name of 
Muhammad Salah is a later addition to the constellation, 
because of the meteoric rise of the Egyptian and because 
of Islamic iconography surrounding his popularity. All the 
names above cited have some relations to Islam or the 
Muslim world. The attempt of this article is to tease out the 
meanings conveyed by this iconography and to place them 
in the larger geopolitical contexts.

There is a joke going around the town about the Muslim-
ness of Salah. One of the devout (pun intended) soccer fans 
happened to be a Real Madrid aficionado and had little love 
lost for Liverpool. Seeing a Salah fan drinking lime juice in 

SHAMEER K SULAIMAN

I was flanked by Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo, Ibrahimovic 
and Muhammad Salah. They were brisk in their move-

ments as if they were passing the ball in a league 
match, seemingly dispirited by the prolonged reading of 

the Quran by the Imam. 



The Companion | June 2018   88

ness and authenticity in be-
ing religiously motivated by 
the sajda of players on the 
ground before, should they 
win the game, their noctur-
nal outings to nightclubs. 
This was before Inzimam 
ul-Haq joined the Tabligh Ja-
ma’at or the cricket ground 
witnessed the presence of 
gentlemen like Hashim Amla 
or Moeen Ali. None now har-
bours any misgivings about 
them going to a nightclub 
and drinking liquor, but the 
idea of sports as motivating 
factor for religious affinities 
is still strange for the pur-
veyors of proper religious 
practice in the community.

The two kind of reactions 
above cited to the fan cul-
ture bred by sports has re-
appeared in newer forms in 
the context of visible soccer 
iconography in the run-up 
to the World Cup in Russia. 
Firstly, Islamophobic ele-
ments in the society feel 
threatened by the infusion 
of religion in sports, espe-
cially in the fanfare around 
Salah, because themes of 
veil, piety and conversion 
are being loudly played 
around. Secondly, young-
sters’ love for soccer and 
religion is so inextricably in-
terwoven that the exponents 
of Puritan pietism, too, feel 
threatened. It was when the 
self-mockingly shrill and 
boring religious congrega-
tions fail to win people over 
to the fold of faith and when 
sleep-weary faces put up a 
show of helpless attention 
during laboriously-delivered 
Friday sermons that some-
one like Salah makes mas-
jids endearing for the youth. 

the Ramadan afternoon, he poked fun at the stark contra-
dictions. He said, “You know neither soccer nor your reli-
gion. Your support for football through that guy (Salah) is 
much like your love for Ramadan. If prayer is the criterion 
for fanfare, our imam should be the ideal candidate, as 
he prays in a day as many time as he himself can’t count.”

Though jokes are not taken seriously, there is a veiled sar-
castic reference in it to blowing Saleh’s soccer skills out 
of proportion. And that pretty much reflects the Islam-
ophobic interpretation of Saleh’s new-found fanfare as 
nothing more than an expression of religiosity. But, why 
should Salah be singled out? Even the finest goal-mak-
ing finesse of Christiano (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1C9STKF0Lv4) is not the only reason why he has 
become an icon among the Muslim youths. There is the 
avowed anti-Zionist, pro-Palestine politics of the footbal-
ler that people saw in his deft movements and in his great 
ability to net goals. On that very count, Saleh’s religious 
iconography, lifting hands for prayer and doing sajda, 
is epitomised in his athleticism. One can’t separate one 
factor from the other, as it would be oversimplification 
or venting frustration at the visibility of Muslim culture. 
Why are the non-Muslim Liverpool fans chanting, “I will 
be Muslim too?” Should religiosity be the only factor? To 
put it bluntly, those who want to keep religious affinities 
out of the broadest category of culture are too restrictive 
in their imagination. 

The eyebrows raising at the sight of Muslim youths root-
ing on Salah reminds one of the pernicious propaganda 
by the right-wing Hindutva party against Indian Muslims’ 
support for Pakistan players some time back. Two decades 
ago, Ms Sushama Swaraj, now the external affairs minis-
ter of the country and then a fiery speaker, claimed that 
sports were not the reason why Muslims in India were 
supporting Pakistani cricketers. And Ms Swaraj’s angst 
was shared by authoritative (or authoritarian) voices in-
side the Muslim community who decried lack of genuine-

The two kind of reactions above cited to the fan 
culture bred by sports has reappeared in newer 
forms in the context of visible soccer iconogra-

phy in the run-up to the World Cup in Russia.
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But some 
m a s j i d s 
in the 
w o r l d 
have changed themselves in 
accordance with the mood 
and taste of the young gen-
eration. during my visit to 
the United States last month, 
I saw that the motto of a 
mosque in Adam’s commu-
nity in the state of Maryland 
was, “Pray or Play.”
***
When one sees the names of 
people who line up for prayer 
at the back of their t-shirts, 
one feels to have landed in 
different places simultane-
ously. One is there in Por-
tugal, Argentina, France, 
Germany and Egypt, places 
geographically and cultural-
ly different from each other, 
but places that are strung 
together in the common 
thread of soccer and plac-
es where one or two players 
show the believers of a faith 
that they love and care. And 
that seems to be vital when 
affinities prompted by nation 
or unified culture of the mod-
ern market or a singular nar-

rative of 
religious 
n o r m 
a p p e a r 

to be so blasé, artificial, op-
pressive and jingoistic on the 
one hand and to be promot-
ing hatred for others on the 
other. 

***
To the pantheon of stars rep-
resented by T-shirts that the 
masjid-going children wear, 
would be added in future 
many soccer stars, bound by 
the commonality either of 
giving support to the peo-
ple torn by war and oppres-
sion or of making the sport 
a loud, remarkable voice of 
their spiritual selves. And 
sports, especially soccer, is a 
hallowed arena in the region 
for transcending all forms 
of narrow-mindedness. That 
is one reason why Zakari-
ya’s “Sudani from Nigeria”, 
whose very title makes a fun 
of national delimitations, and 
which poignantly portrays 
the theme of love across the 
border has become a grand 
success.  

That is one reason 
why Zakariya’s 

“Sudani from Nige-
ria”, whose very title 
makes a fun of na-
tional delimitations, 

and which poignantly 
portrays the theme 
of love across the 

border has become a 
grand success.  



“I represent my 
country, but I also 
represent the con-

tinent of Africa 
when I play in Eu-

rope. That’s why it’s 
important to try to 
achieve something 

big.’’
 ~Yaya Toure~
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 And there he did fall again. The 
nerve-wracking pain of his left shoulder 
didn’t let him play further. Under the 
flickering floodlight of those hardships, 
the sacrifices, the determinations, the 
dreams, those days in flashbacks, oozing 
out of brimming eyes and leaving those 
millions of beating hearts pause for a 
while, he was subbed out of the pitch.
That was the end of an Egyptian King 
vying for the 2018 UEFA Champions 
League Title...
Yet over the other end, two green eyes 
grinning with hope, thirsty for another 
cup and aiming for a record, packed in 
a suit of determination with hands in 
pockets, with calmness, stands firmly 
with strength. The bald head and wound-
ed heart knew the tears and toils put in 
building this extraordinary comeback.
The victory seems insignificant if the 
match is viewed as two significant 
dreams that collide, one in a young jersey 
and other in an experienced coat.  What 
they, the Egyptian King and Zizou, gave 
to football isn’t mere goals and cups, but 
tremendous changes in views and opin-
ions all around the world, a trans-nation-
al and many trans-behavioural cultures 
of football.  And that is why the game is 
seen more than a game but more in their 
names. And that is how the game doesn’t 
confine within the four lines.

Talking from Egyptian Salah to Spanish 
Pique through French Zidane and Amer-
ican Morgan with the pinch of emotions 
filled with a range of tales, this article in-
tends to critically analyse the trans-na-
tional and other trans-behaviour of the 
world football.

Football has no boundaries, yet football 
can set all boundaries. It is a blessing 
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that unifies millions yet it is 
what divides many.
Mohamed Salah, the inspira-
tion of whole football world. 
Mo Salah, the song that En-
gland chants. The European 
football doesn’t even rest 
in the hands of Europeans 
now. It is under the feet of 
an Egyptian Muslim, and he 
dribbles the world with him 
each move echoed with the 
unending chants and foot-
ball songs. And the English 
not just accepted him, they 
adore him, his faith and his 
ethnicity. When the football 
galas travel across nations, 
when Mexican wave is not 
Mexican anymore and the 
football stars rule the whole 
world, the cultures too tres-
pass. And that is how Salah 
kicks European ball while 
England sing.
When the history dates back 
to the unending stories of 
racism against immigrants 
and blacks and tribes, and 
when even Dani Alves had 
to eat bananas in pitch, how 
did the five feet ‘foreigner’ 
become the heart of football 
?!
But the very game which 
boasts to harbour no prej-
udices, it is wrestling with 
racism that is running 
through football’s culture. 
That’s how unpredictable 
the game is.

But the French story is a sad 
one. And that is the irony.
Despite growing up in his 
birthplace in Southern 
France, Marseille, Zidane 
was a “foreigner” to the 
French. This was because 
of the multicultural society 
rather than uniting, divid-
ed the nation. The northern 

suburbs of Marseille, La Castellane was a sensitive zone 
in France. The 50s and 60s brought in here generations of 
immigrants. While the first was from Algeria and Morroco, 
the second was from sub-Saharan African to the Carribean. 
And Zidane shares a history with this, as his parents were 
from the Berber region of Algeria, immigrated to France, in 
the 50s. So during his World Cups, he was well aware of the 
fragility of the situation. The pricking eyes of French society 
could translate his performance on the field in either way. 
And the boundaries that French football set for Zidane were 
exhausting, even when many players on the French national 
team had their own diverse culture and unique heritage.

How can a team of a single nation be seen with much bias?  
Surely, this is not what a ‘transnational football’ should give 
to the world.
When unity marks strength, this division still brought vic-
tory. That’s how the much ethnically different French squad 
bagged the 1998 World Cup. Wouldn’t that be their quench to 
kiss a ‘national’ trophy ?! However, this made the people view 
the football team as a cultural revolution filled with foreign-
ers and immigrants. But still, their vision of Zidane in ground 
and Zidane off-ground proved many things. They could see 
him as ‘French’ in the ground for his extraordinary skills, but 
outside he was only a ‘foreigner’. Not Zidane alone, but many 
others including his teammates Lilium Thuram shared a sim-
ilar story.
And the rare success immigration story of Mesut Ozil from 
the neighbouring land, Germany too demonstrates whether 
this sport really does the unification or is it an apparatus for 
a division. Be it  Balotelli of Italy, or Dani Alves of Brazil, all 
suffer from the same pain from the same game.
Speaking at the Annual meeting of FIFA’s Fair Play Day in 
2010, the former FIFA president, Sepp Blatter had asserted, 
“Children need strong values to grow up with, and
football, being a team sport, makes them realize how essen-

How can a team of a single nation be 
seen with much bias?  Surely, this is 
not what a ‘transnational football’ 

should give to the world.
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tial discipline,
respect, team spirit and fair play are for the game and for 
life.”
Does this dividing sport really bear any tinge of the bragging 
unity?

Millions of people play the game. And each has a different 
purpose, a father’s broken dream to a national flag. And does 
all the age play, of all shape and sex, creating new rules and 
breaking many, with simplified versions with even in touch 
of fingers. It has really grown globally wide. A field, a team, 
a coach and rest are followers. It’s more than just a game. 
But equality is what lacks its lexicon. If not, Marta, Morgan 
and others would be celebrated as their male counterparts. A 
very few know their tales. From fan list to pay scale, women 
football stars just don’t come into the limelight. Its real shock 
to know when International superstars make tens of millions 
of dollars each year, the best woman footballer, Alex Morgan 
earns a mere $450,000, even after her $1 million in endorse-
ments from companies like McDonald’s and ChapStick. Does 
that mean her male counterparts play way too better than 
her? Then, why do you call her “Messi of women’s football” 
?!! Gender inequality in football is much deteriorated than 
that of politics, medicine and business. While Neymar earns 
£32.9m, it is same as 1,693 female players according to the 
Sporting Intelligence Annual Salary Survey !!

How nation-state boundaries were on the verge of deciding 
the fate of a team, a club and players were the recent ten-
sions that Spain along with the world went through in name 
of Catalan Referendum. The Catalan story dates back to the 
time of Romans in Spain. Cataluña, home of FC Barcelona, 
being a part of Spain in the northeastern Iberian peninsu-
la, which borders with France, wanted freedom. Freedom to 
speak Catalan, freedom to be Catalan. And Catalan Nation-
alism arose since the 18th century. In 19th C, the death of  
Primo de Rivera marked the end of monarchy in Spain, thus 
Cataluna got independence for a very short period of time. 
But, it never got released from the clench of Spain. And when 
this intensified very recently, it affected football too. So if 
Cataluña separates from Spain even Spanish National team 
would break. And Spanish National team without the Cata-
lan natives would be ridiculous. It includes Sergio Busquets 
and Jordi Alba, even Gerrard Pique who headered a goal to 
grab the FIFA World Cup in 2010. And his vote for the Catalan 
question gave him the toughest times of all.

This tension had even put FC Barcelona in an exceptional 
situation to play an exceptional game behind closed doors! 
The city of Barcelona situated in Cataluna and the political 
question of cataluñan independence happening in the city of 
Barcelona, FCB was in a dilemma whether to play the match 



or not. And this game was 
politically charged as Las 
Palmas barged into the Nou 
Camp Stadium with the de-
cision to put on a jersey with 
the Spanish flag.
Since FC Barcelona is Cata-
luñan and it plays La Liga 
which is Spanish, La Liga 
even threatens to expel FCB 
in the event of indepen-
dence, which puts at stake 
its players including the 
five-time Ballon d’Or winner 
Argentine superstar. Barca 
under this political grip was 
literally more than a club. 
And the state the legendary 
club made the world mourn 
with them. And when Span-
ish defender Gerrard Pique 
cast votes for Cataluñan 
independence, the booing 
fans seized his tearful threat 
to leave the National Team, 
but he never could. And how 
politics and state borders 
encroached in the four lines 
of the playground, and how 
tears rolled in nooks and 
corners across the world 
portrays the influence foot-
ball has on everything. 
Pique, the wall of the nation-
al team as well as FC Barce-
lona, was the one to suffer 
most. The playgrounds and 
matches soon turned into a 
battlefield. The ‘forever’ fa-
vourite players were aban-
doned by fans because of a 
political question. And the 
booing slogans overpowered 
the cheerful ones. And ev-
erything got divided in name 
of a border.

And no sport is as global 
as football is. Half of the 
worlds’ population is into 
football and one-fifth of it 
participates in it, with Afri-

ca having the highest 83% 
of people interested in foot-
ball. And it is from same Af-
rica, a huge number of play-
ers are migrating to other 
countries with their football 
dreams. And these African 
players recruited to the Eu-
ropean clubs if viewed in a 
neo- Marxist perspective, 
according to Derby in his 
article Football academies 
and the migration of African 
football labour to Europe in 
Journal of Sport and Social 
Issues, 2007, can be clearly 
interpreted as an extension 
of broader neo-imperialist 
exploitation of the devel-
oping world by the devel-
oped world. And South Af-
rica even in the backdrop of 
2010 World Cup, we’re still 
striving to deal with malnu-
trition. The South African 
children could dream of a 
football glory only when 
they could grow strong and 
tall to compete the Interna-
tional players. And this is 
one of the reasons why even 
after having the highest 
football followers African 
countries just lag behind in 
bagging victories.

What global markets buy 
and sell most is talent. And 
that’s why football brings in 
globalization, commerciali-
sation and also professional-
isation. And the Asian coun-
tries, despite having high 
spirit in football could not 
reign a league or profession-
al football, especially India 
and China with around 30% 
of the population cheering 
for football. It’s heartbreak-
ing that in India, the Indian 
football captain had to plead 
to the nation to watch their 

Still, football 
has the vibe, 

not less than 
any entertain-
ment industry, 
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Intercontinental cup on 4th June! And this 
very nation would fly to Europe for their fa-
vourite league matches, but not to nearby 
stadiums to watch their Nation play. Why 
does the Asian football lack market? Even 
50 years back, what attracted Asians were 
English football, even when watching the 
match was impossible. A reason to specu-
late is that it lacked professional football. 
But today, with emerging leagues and pro-
fessional football with high spirits, the at-
tention just extended from English to Span-
ish La Liga, German Bundesliga Italy’s Serie 
A and unavoidably, European Champions 
League.

India and China, with high population, ca-
pable of building numerous great players 
just lag behind. Firstly, it’s because of the 
cultural phenomenon. Footballing starts at 
age of 17 in Asia, as Asian countries hold 
tight to high premium school performance 
and second could be the lack of infrastruc-
ture. And of course, because it is not as 
glamorous as the European one.
So transnationally when soccer is traject-
ed, does it even bear a World football? Is it 
not just Eurocentric? And even in Europe-
an football exists hierarchy when a small 
number of clubs dominate each league, and 
with this small proportion of players and 
events that it carries, is it even a justice to 
construct an idea of global football ?!

Still, football has the vibe, not less than 
any entertainment industry, footballers 
are icons and inspiration for many. Even 
though it brews bigotry fans and followers, 
its the result of the multiculturalism it pos-
sesses. With 2018 FIFA World Cup in the air, 
Natalia Oriera sings of unity,”We are united 
by one love” as Pitbull, Shakira and many 
others did. Yet, no one really knows how 
united the World would become in coming 
years, with the stinking smell of racism and 
the violence the transnational behaviour of 
football really brought. In the wake of new 
dreams, let the world remember the scars 
of wounded hearts...

footballers 
are icons and 

inspiration for 
many.
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My father is an Algerian, proud of who he is 
and I am proud that my father is Algerian.I’m 

very inspired by him-it was my father who 
taught us that an immigrant must work twice 

as hard as anybody else, that he must 
never give up. 

~Zinedine Zidane~
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From singing about the “gift 
from Allah”, to chanting about sit-
ting in th mosque Liverpool fans 
can’t seem to get enough of their 
team’s forward Mohammed Salah. 
“Awesome”, “excellent”, “amaz-
ing”, “Egyptian King”, “Hand-
some”,  words fail to expound 
their excitement as they describe 
their favourite footballer. Having 
sent Egypt to the World Cup finals 
after a 28-year absence, on the 
bank’s of the Nile, he is nicknamed 
“ The Fourth Pyramid”. And hav-
ing scored 43 goals in 51 games, 
putting himself on par with the 
world’s best in Merseyside’s Liver-
pool, Salah is known as the “ Egyp-
tian King”. The footballer’s talents 
are universally admired, especially 
at a time when Islamophobia and 
anti-immigrant sentiments have 
been on the rise in Britain. After-
all, it was only in 2015 that Mus-
lim Liverpool fans, Abubakar Chila 
and Asif Bodi,  were labelled as 
‘disgrace’ for praying at halftime in 
the Anfield Stadium. Both the Liv-
erpool Football Club and it’s fans 
condemned the tweet in which 
both the men were labelled as ‘dis-
grace’,  with the club releasing a 
statement saying it would not tol-

erate any form of discrimination. 
Fast forward two years later and 
enter Salah an unashamedly proud 
Muslim from the Middle-East. 
Salah can be seen cupping his 
hands in pre-kick-off prayer and 
prostrating in post-goal celebra-
tion, all to the backdrop of thou-
sands of fans singing about being 
Muslim too. To him, faith and foot-
ball go hand in hand. So finally 
Mohammed Salah is changing the 
way Muslims are seen in Liverpool 
and beyond. “Some people might 
have been more reserved and a bit 
more afraid to show their faith and 
because of the effect Salah has 
had, they feel more emboldened 
to practise their faith”, says Asif 
Bodi. Definitely, Mohammed Salah 
seems to change and challenge 
the perceptions of fans towards 
Muslims and Islam. The Liverpool 
fans say if he is a Muslim, they’ll 
be Muslim too. 
But, what is that apart from his 
goals, about Mo Salah’s identi-
ty that makes the Liverpudlians 
seem to love him so much? 
“ He is a nice guy”, says Chris Pa-
jak, from the Redmen T.V. “ Its the 
fact that he stands for something 
that we haven’t had at Liverpool for 

Mohamed Salah is 
“The Egyptian King” 

of Liverpool
Osha Al

continued on Page 20



The Companion | June 2018   1818

view findr: Muslim Life In Assam

Snaps By:
Afnas



The Companion | June 2018 19



The Companion | June 2018   2020

a long time. He is chang-
ing how people think of 
Muslims in the U.K and 
probably in a wider au-
dience as well. The fact 
that Salah has come over 
here and the way he’s 
dealt with the media and 
everything else has been 
unbelievable to watch.”, 
he says. Paul, another 
of the Redmen, goes on 
to state that Britain is a 
country that has ‘chosen 
isolationism’. He also 
points out that the main-
stream media promotes 
anti- Muslim sentiments. 
“It’s not that Saleh’s faith 
is important, it’s that his 
faith isn’t important.”, he 
says. Liverpool is in fact 
home to the UK’s first 
mosque and Islamic cen-
tre, The Abdullah Quillam 
Society. It was opened by 
William Henry Quillam, 
the first English Muslim 
convert to Islam in 1887. 
The Mosque Cheif Execu-
tive, Mumin Khan seems 
perplexed at how Salah 
has projected himself 
as a positive role model 
for all Muslims and Non- 
Muslims. “I just hope 
more of the Muslim play-
ers to become a positive 
role model like Salah. We 
need them in this day and 
age to be able to break 
the barriers about how 
people have negative per-
ceptions about Isam and 
the Muslim community 
in the U.K or elsewhere in 
the world”, he says. 
For many in the city, it 

seems no surprise that 
Mohammed Salah is 
so well loved by Liver-
pudlians. Wherever he 
goes, attention follows. 
“ Even though he’s got 
football status, and he is 
the best footballer this 
season, when he comes 
in he is a normal guy.”, 
exclaims Albert, the own-
er of a fish and chip shop 
in the city, who has be-
come the centre of atten-
tion after Moh Salah was 
filmed inside the shop for 
an advert. PeOple just 
look at him as a perfect 
guy, a perfect footballer, 
humble and nice. “ Every-
body loves him. Nobody 
mentions anybody like 
him. I’ve never known a 
player that’s come to Liv-
erpool and got a mention 
like he does”, states Ste-
phen, owner of a street 
shop and struggling to 
meet the city’s growing 
demand for Salah Mer-
chandise. 
The heart of Liverpool 
Club, the legendary 
Anfield Stadium, has 
witnessed Salah’s re-
cord-breaking goal in the 
last home game of En-
glish Premier League this 
season. After the final 
home game, Moh Salah 
has cemented his place 
as a Liverpool legend. For 
the Egyptian King, Liver-
pool is now home.

(Prepared by Fayiza CA)
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The real Pogba is the one you see every 
time. You know, when I’m on the pitch, I can-
not act. I’m not an actor. So when I’m in the 
pitch, I like to joke and laugh, and outside 

the pitch, I’m the same. For me, I’m normal. I 
come and play football. I do what I love. 

~Paul Pogba~
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clear power. For producing 
nuclear weapons it needed 
90% of uranium enriched. 
The main issue is here that 
if Iran had decided to push 
for nuclear weapons. They 
would take the two to three 
month because they have 
enough 90% enriched urani-
um. And also Iran has a large 
stockpile of enriched urani-
um with of 2000 centrifuges 
enough for creating eight to 
ten nuclear weapons.

Iran committed to the pro-
tocol under NPT and JCPOA 
and they agreed that they 
would redesign the reactor 
so they couldn’t make any 
weapon of mass destruction. 
Iran also agreed to imple-
ment the additional proto-
col under IAEA safeguard 
agreement which allows the 
inspector to access any sites 
anywhere in the country. In 
the deal, Iran of committed 
not to indulge in research 
and development which 
could contribute to the de-

     On  8th may 2018, US pres-
ident Donald Trump decision 
over scrapping the nuclear 
deal has shocked the entire 
world. Trump cancelled the 
deal after accusing Iran by 
labelling them, terror. In a 
statement “Trump said that 
nuclear deal was worst, hor-
rible and laughable”. Iran 
has signed a nuclear deal 
with p5+1 USA, Russia, Chi-
na, France, Great Britain, 
and Germany world super-
power under NPT  in Vienna 
in 2015. Through this deal, 
Iran negotiates to curb its 
nuclear program and also 
for relief from an Economic 
embargo that enabled Iran 
doing business in interna-
tional banking, global oil 
trade.

The nuclear deal restricted 
Iran to use an older slower 
version of a nuclear reac-
tor.  The low concentrations 
of uranium which has only 3 
to 4 % of U-235 can only be 
used for produce fuel for nu-

IRSHAD KHAN 

What went wrong 
for Iran in the 
nuclear deal.
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velopment of a nuclear bomb.

The global IAEA watchdog has 
frequently visited the sites of a 
nuclear reactor to verify that no 
fusible material is moved covertly 
to a secret location to design a nu-
clear bomb. Since the deal come 
into existence the global IAEA 
watchdog has visited 8 times to 
the nuclear sites and have found 
nothing and also submitted the 
report that there is no such activ-
ities is going on and Iran Nuclear 
program is totally peaceful.

 

                                     

Why the US withdraw from the nu-
clear deal.

The Iran Nuclear deal which had 
been signed under Obama ad-
ministration. In the presidential 
election, Donald Trump promised 
to dismantle the deal with Iran by 
saying that the agreement it was 
a bad deal and also Iran for fall-
ing short of agreement and Iran 
engaged in missile programme. 
Trump also said that Iran deal 
was worst horrible and laughable 
because Trump administration 
accused Iran over involvement 
in the regional conflict and in a 
proxy war. After Trump took de-
cision Saudi Arabia and Israel 
praised Trump decision. It is also 
noted that the western power has 
been suspecting Iran over nucle-
ar weapons since 2003. And also 
they have criticized Iran that they 
engaged in making the weapon of 
mass destruction. However, Iran 
never has such intention to in-
volve in such activities. If they had 
to build up a nuclear bomb they 
would have done it before.

Iran as a regional threat.

Iran growing its power in the Middle 
East in Syria they backed Assad regime 
against the rebel group and success-
fully launched a campaign against Isis 
with help of Hezbollah and other Shia 
militants. In Yemen civil war Iran back-
ing Houthi rebel against Yemen dicta-
tor And Rabbu Mansoor Hadi. In Leba-
non Hezbollah always create a threat 
to Israel over Syrian Golan Hight. Iran 
was first to recognise  Hamas as the 
legitimate Palestinian political party 
and they continue supporting the Pal-
estinian cause. Whereas Saudi Arab, 
GCC and Israel were first countries who 
supported Trump over the withdrawal of 
Nuclear deal. Saudi and Israel have the 
interest  to become a regional power. If 
Iran would have stayed in the deal this 
would lead them to become a regional 
power. As ongoing crisis in the Mid-
dle East where Saudi Arabia backing 
Yemeni government and supplying fi-
nancial aids to Hadi and also to Rebel 
group against the Assad to overthrow 
him from the president.  GCC concern 
over Iran nuclear deal is a direct threat 
to them as Iran has only intention to 
dominate the Middle East. After Iranian 
revolution and their basic idea was to 
take revolution throughout the Middle 
East. The Arab nation felt so threatened 
that Creation of GCC was the factor over 
Iran’s aggressive expansionist goal. Gulf 
Cooperation Council a regional, politi-
cal, Economic and Security Alliance of 
six countries Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar, 
Bahrain, Kuwait, and Oman. They GCC 
countries rely on the US and they are 
principled aligned for arms and Security 
in the GCC states. In the present sce-
nario, GCC states are involved through 
the middle east to counter unstable ac-
tivities conflict in the region. Iran is the 
only competitor for GCC in oil market 
Iran’s engagement in the Syria, Leba-
non, Yemen, and Iraq.

Turkey is silence because of NATO mem-
bership Turkey is closed Alliance and 
also Turkey is the Third largest Econom-



The Companion | June 2018   2424

ic partner in trade with Iran. But Turkey Double standard game 
which shows the true face of turkey when they supported Free 
Syrian Army and supplied financial aid and Arms to Rebel group 
against Assad. So here Iran can’t go with Turkey.

European union commitment to save the deal

·       EU was also partner the deal and they didn’t back Trump 
decision over withdraw deal. EU committed on the agreement 
and European member and their companies will continue their 
business with Iran. This may lead to damage US EU relationship 
if they continue with the business as Trump said that those who 
come to rescue Iran will also face the same consequences of 
Sanctions. Now EU fears that billions of dollar worth trade and 
thousands of jobs could be in jeopardised.

Some of EU biggest deal is at risk French Energy giant deal worth 
5 billion dollars to help Iran in developing the world largest oil 
field is at risk. Norwegian firm Saga Energy 3 billion dollars plan 
to build solar power plant holding up. And Airbus deal to sell 100 
jets to Iran is under threat.

 

Conclusion

Iran after signing the nuclear accord have committed on the 
agreement. The only problem is with the regional power and US 
hegemony who constrain Iran. As we know that countries like 
India, Pakistan, and North Korea without signing any NPT deal 
have a nuclear bomb. No one questioned them. EU come in front 
to rescue Iran deal was scrapped but EU intention is not to take 
out Iran from danger but to do business and Cheap resources 
and labour.

The regional rivalry between Israel and Saudi Arabia and nuclear 
state and none nuclear states are the major factor behind the 
cancellation of the deal. After Islamic revolution Iran becomes 
a major problem for the regional countries and also it has a sec-
tarian war between Shia and Sunni. Iran involvement in the re-
gional conflict put them into isolation. After the Trump decision 
to move on from Iran nuclear deal and also restricted them from 
doing business through the sanctioned. After all, Iran has a close 
relation with International Level with China, Russia and India. 
And Iran also has strong regional strength good relation with 
neighbour countries. Iran also capable to overcome from the 
economic sanctioned and it has survived as the regional power 
after all. Time will tell the story who have won and who have 
lost.  This also created US policy on questioned in Trump admin-
istration. Iran accused the US of breaching the nuclear deal and 
also for showing bad faith.
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“If he’s good enough for you, 
He’s good enough for me,  

If he scores another few then I’ll be Muslim too, 
If he’s good enough for you, 
He’s good enough for me, 

Then sitting in a mosque is where I wanna be...” 
~A song dedicated to Liverpool 

winger Mohammad Salah~

The Companion | June 2018 25
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Eight months ago, when I 
first visited Assam, I started 
to study the issues of Assam, 
NRC and D-voters problem. 
SIO had decided to send a 
team led by me, to study 
the situation on ground. We 
were there for a week and 
met intellectuals, advocates, 
social activists, leaders of 
various organizations and 
common people who are the 
real victims of the state and 
by the state. The detailed 
fact-finding report will be 
released soon, but here I in-
tend to bring to light issues 
that many legal citizens of 
India face in Assam and that 

most Indians are unaware of.

The content below is a dis-
cussion with various people, 
and few of our observations.

History of Assam:

The British took over Assam 
in 1826 after the Yandabo 
Treaty, and then different 
groups of people were in-
vited to Assam for its eco-
nomic development. People 
of Bengal were educated 
and aware of English lan-
guage, they were called to 
manage the administrative 
sections such as revenue, 

post office, railways, banks, 
etc. Later this group merged 
themselves with Assamese 
community who were earlier 
migrants from Bengal, Oris-
sa, and Kanauj (dist of UP). 
Another group was invited 
by Britishers from Bihar, 
Jharkhand and some parts 
of U.P for developing tea 
cultivation specially and this 
group now constitutes the 
labor population of Assam. 
To meet the food needs of 
the two migrant groups and 
the British, Muslims of East 
Bengal, famous for cultiva-
tion skills, were brought to 
Assam, which had suitable 

The Stateless People 
In Assam

 SYED AZHARUDDIN
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land for cultivation and also rich in natu-
ral resources, and put to work for the pro-
duction of food, vegetables and jute. Orig-
inal Assamese accepted the first group 
of people from Bengal, who are now part 
of intellectuals of the Assamese and also 
the second group of migrants as workers, 
majority of whom belongs to scheduled 
tribes. But the people who were brought 
to feed the above two groups were termed 
as foreigners (Muslims who were invited 
from East bengal before 1930’s are now 
termed as illegal migrants or foreigners).

Issue and Its Background:

⦁ In the year 1998, Late Sri. S.K Sinha, the 
then governor of Assam, reported on the 
influx of Bangladeshi into Assam, and it 
was alleged that daily 6000 Bangladeshi 
were coming into Assam, without verify-
ing the authenticity of the reports, HC of 
Assam repealed IM(D)T Act.

⦁ Any citizen can be made doubtful by put-
ting D mark against his/her name in the 
prepared voters list without any intima-
tion or notice.

⦁ Border police can report a free citizen as 
a foreigner on mere suspicion and refer 
the case to the Tribunals.

⦁ The targeted people are mostly illiterate, 
poor and unaware of what is happening re-
garding their citizenship.

⦁ Officials have no proper proof/basis to 
explain the marking of ‘D’ against voters in 
the voters list and making them vulnera-
ble to be declared a ‘foreigner’.

⦁ Some authorities at the tribunals are 
picking up minor discrepancies in the 
name, title, age, change of residence, 
marital status etc in the ID proofs and es-
sentially ignoring genuine evidence.

⦁ Guidelines framed in the full bench are 
not followed by most of the tribunals as 
well as by the higher judiciary in deciding 
the ‘foreigners’ cases. The tribunals have 

adopted an attitude to not to 
accept any evidence and to 
just declare the alleged per-
son as a ‘foreigner.’

⦁ Every year erosion by the 
Brahmaputra and other 
rivers have made lakhs of 
people, mostly Muslims, 
landless and homeless. The 
government has not rehabil-
itated these people. Land-
less, jobless Muslims who 
move place to place to find 
work are caught as doubtful 
citizens and are harassed, or 
also declared as foreigners 
later.

A case in point – Bimala 
Khatum, a victim of state or 
illiteracy? 

Some lawyers who are deal-
ing with ‘foreigners’ cases 
argue their cases very loose-
ly which allow the tribu-
nals to declare the alleged 
doubtful voters as foreign-
ers who are then placed in 6 
detention camps across the 
state of Assam. Here is one 
example of Bimala Khatun. 
Bimala was served a notice 
by the police. She contact-
ed a lawyer and provided 
him with all documents she 
had to prove her identity as 
an Indian citizen. Later she 
received two more notices, 
and lawyer failed to argue 
his case to prove his client as 
Indian and tribunal declared 
her as a foreigner.

Later, police arrested her 
with her younger son and 
put her in the central jail of 
Tezpur. Bimala Khatun is the 
mother of four children, and 
three of them are with their 
father. After few days, father 
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of 4 and husband of Bimala khatun died 
due to ill health. After the death of their 
father, the children were staying with 
their uncle, elder brother of her husband. 
Sometime later the uncle too expired and 
children are now staying with their grand-
parents (parents of Bimala Khatun). She 
is helpless in jail at Tezpur, crying for well 
being of her children. Bimala’s parents are 
very poor, unable to fulfill basic needs, 
but still, they are trying to make both ends 
meet.

Children said they are allowed to meet 
their mother only once a month at the jail. 
When we met Bimala Khatun in jail, she 
narrated her life in jail and was too emo-
tional for her children. As she, along with 
others, is fasting inside the jail, author-
ities are not providing them food. Idgah 
committee is providing Iftaar to two hun-
dred people inside jail daily.

The education of children is stalled, they 
are away from the love of their mother. No 
one knows what happens to her when she 
will be released and what about the future 
of children..?

This is one story which I narrated here; 
there are many such cases in many dis-
tricts of Assam.

Present Situation of Citizens

The government of Assam is making the 
list of citizens; they must provide docu-
ments proving that they or their family 
lived in the country before March 24, 1971 
– a date that accounts for the migration of 
people from across Bangladesh. Though 
all the communities have to fill up the 
form for the NRC [National Register of Cit-
izens of India] updating, the verification 
process has particularly been made very 
tough for Muslims and Bengali Hindus.

Approximately 2.9 million women, most of 
whom are Muslims, and nearly 4.5 million 
others (men, children) are part of about 13 
million people who were left out from the 
first draft NRC published on December 31, 

2017.

A large number of genuine Indian citizens 
might be dropped from the NRC list, which is 
slated to be published on 30th June 2018. The 
NRC is not going to decide on the fate of more 
than 300,000 people who have either been 
declared foreigners or have cases pending 
against them in special courts, i.e., Foreign-
ers Tribunal. Later, tens of thousands whose 
names will not be in NRC list will be thrown in 
detention centers and may be rendered state-
less, their basic right to vote will vanish, they 
cant buy property, etc. Most of their funda-
mental rights as Indian citizens will be erased, 
similar to the Rohingya people in Myanmar.

Pray for Justice

On one side, the case is pending in SC. The 
people whose names will be missed in NRC 
list after 30th June will be given 1 or 2 months 
to prove their identity. In just 100 tribunals in 
which 89 are in working condition, will these 
courts be able to do justice with lakhs of peo-
ple? Many senior lawyers said that most of the 
tribunal workers are biased and appointed 
temporarily.  They need to satisfy the govern-
ment and so called politicians to cement their 
jobs as permanent employees of the state. 
How can justice be provided to people when 
authorities are biased ?

On the other hand, Bangladesh authorities 
will demand to prove their identity as Bangla-
deshis when they are declared as foreigners by 
India. What will be the condition of Assamese 
after 30th June 2018? Will Assam be Episode – 
II of Myanmar?

Also read Will Assam Be Episode II of Rohing-
ya?

Many questions are being raised, no one has 
answers. Who is responsible for such a situa-
tion in Assam? present government or the past 
ones? What will be the fate of illiterate people? 
It’s time that people and authorities should 
think on a humanitarian basis for the plight 
of Indian citizens in Assam and let them lead 
their life with dignity.
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“The best thing you can do is re-
member your home town. They 
need help and if I can, I do. That 
is important to me. I will always 
think about them. I feel strongly 
about this. The people in Sene-

gal like me so I am happy” 
~Sadio Mane~
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The term ‘Agnostic Mus-
lim’ seems like an oxymoron 
to most agnostics and Mus-
lims. For surely being an ag-
nostic means you do not be-
long to any idea or ideology? 
Well, there is no such thing 
as non-belonging. We will 
discuss the impossibility of 
such a notion in reference to 
Heidegger below. To me, be-
ing agnostic is about inhab-
iting a certain frame of mind 
– one that is inquisitive, crit-
ical, patient, and bears the 
marks of intellectual humil-
ity. It is as much an intellec-
tual mindset as it is a spiritu-
al state of being. It requires 
the holding within of op-
posites, contradictions and 
antinomies. Eschewing any 
haste in forming an opinion, 
it demands a patient, just 
and unbiased consideration 
of a situation from various 
perspectives. To be agnostic 
is simply to have the wisdom 
and the courage to say ‘I do 
not know’.

But surely a Muslim can-
not identify as an agnostic? 
Aren’t believers supposed 
to know God? How can any-
one serve a God they do not 
know? Well, classical theism 
has always emphasized the 
transcendence of the Divine 
– that something as perme-
ating as the ground of all 
Being is paradoxically also 
the most obscure. If to name 
a thing and to conceptualize 
it, is to dominate it – then do 
we really mean to say that 
God can be dominated? Does 
not the Qur’an unequivocally 
assert:

Being
An Agnostic

Muslim
SAAD MUHAMMAD ISMAIL
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“No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision: He 
is above all comprehension,” (Qur’an, 6:103)

In fact as Saint Augustine says, if you understand it – it is not 
God. In a sense, anyone who is not slightly agnostic of his/
her comprehension of God – is arrogating Godhood to their 
self in claiming comprehension of God – which none but God 
can claim. Despite the fact that popular religion makes use 
of ready-made dogma and cut-out catechisms, one must re-
sist this impious urge of ‘mastering the Divine’. Rather, one 
must always maintain a basic sense of their place as crea-
tures whose reach is terribly limited in ultimate matters, and 
who must find their joy, not in the hubris of possessing all the 
answers, but in recognizing their place as humble servants of 
the singularly All-Knowing. And that all we may really say in 
the face of most mysteries is: ‘I do not know.’ 
On my personal blog, I have found myself writing variously 
as a secularist, a rationalist, a believer, a Muslim, an agnos-
tic and even as an atheist. This might seem again as anoth-
er disconcerting departure from predetermined categories. 
Does such a statement even make sense? Yes. Because I 
make sense of it. Because I am able to identify with all and 
none (vs. either/or). Since the first post on this blog, this vi-
sion of multiple-belonging has always sustained us. It has 
also accompanied us as we explored the nature of our roots 
and what it means to seek a ‘rooted-ness’. Having recently 
written a piece as a Muslim on the need for critical thinking 
among Muslims – I intend in the present piece to do the same 
as an agnostic, for other agnostics.

Let me begin by setting a few baselines for what the agnostic 
imperative demands. We must begin with the presupposition 
that indoctrination is evil. That education must be imparted 
democratically, with Socratic spirit and must inspire intel-
lectual confidence. Thus, we ought to always be sceptical 
of the kind of authoritarian pedagogy that has become the 
stock-in-trade of popular religious preaching. Arguing ‘from 
authority’ is a logical fallacy – just because an authority fig-
ure says something, that doesn’t therefore make it true. All 
propositions must be accepted or rejected on their own merit 
– not because of where they appear or who says them. Which 
is why I’m certain that there can be no substitute for a critical 
mind of one’s own. We all need to think for ourselves. No one 
else can do our thinking for us.

The agnostic imperative must also make us suspect the pow-
er of ‘communal solidarity’. The special bond fostered among 
people by banding together around a common cause can be 
incredibly powerful. This kind of tribalism can be immense-
ly reassuring psychologically – but is also for this very rea-
son, highly dangerous. The tribalist temptation makes things 

Let me begin 
by setting 

a few base-
lines for 
what the 
agnostic 

imperative 
demands. We 

must begin 
with the pre-

supposition 
that indoc-
trination is 

evil.



The Companion | June 2018   3232

easier because it dampens 
one’s critical faculty and in-
dependent decision making. 
Individual responsibility in 
thought and action is sub-
sumed within the flow of the 
crowd, and it is this tide that 
comes to determine the di-
rection one takes.

I am all for resisting such 
herd mentality or group-
think or limiting of one’s 
intellectual independence. 
However, I also find it quite 
natural that there must 
be group formation with-
in special areas of opera-
tion. For instance, someone 
who seeks to treat the sick, 
quickly finds affinities with 
others who are involved in 
the same work. Around the 
same work, the group devel-
ops a common language for 
talking about their specialist 
knowledge. Which to an out-
sider might seem arcane. Or 
for that matter, take acting 
as a profession. Actors and 
artists band together around 
commonalities in their vi-
sion or work. This in itself is 
entirely harmless. However, 
things can turn ugly when 
people start unjustly favor-
ing those of their group over 
others – nepotism, corrup-
tion, injustice and oppres-
sion ensue as a result. And 
with greater power comes 
more violence.

I see religious communities 
as serving a similar func-
tion. Religious mythology 
and rituals offer a language 
and an enactment for the 
expression of certain deep, 
fundamental human impuls-
es. Over time, these practic-
es become elaborated and 

specialized and give rise to a common language that 
may express their meanings and dynamics. Thus, 
the same ‘transcendental impulse’ leads to diverse 
expressions, ranging from Buddhist seekers, to 
Christian disciples, to Muslim devotees. Each com-
munity develops its own language of communica-
tion. So, we find the same wisdom being manifested 
differently in the context of different communities. 
The difference in language naturally results in a 
difference in accentuation and emphasis. Thus, we 
find common grounds as well as areas of departure. 
However, to reduce these rich and elaborate expres-
sions of our humanity, to a singular, universal ‘wis-
dom’ is a bad case of mixing our metaphors. If we 
follow the modern tendency of ‘secularizing’ them 
and denuding them of their religious colourings, we 
may be left at best with a merely elementary level of 
discourse – as any dumbed-down version of a spe-
cialist area is bound to produce. At worst, we may 
end up spewing out nonsense and balderdash.

Now we may wonder what any religious language 
might offer, that a secular language does not? To 
me, this is a vital question worth exploring. It is 
however a daunting task to take stock of all histo-
ry, philosophy, religion and psychology. One would 
need to look at what sort of imagination human 
beings inhabited for the vast measure of their ex-
istence as Homo sapiens, and as ‘Homo religiosus’ 
– to borrow a term popularized by the anthropolo-
gist Mircea Eliade. In his recent book ‘God: A Human 
History’, the scholar of religions Reza Aslan writes 
exploring the anthropological origins of religion:

“What remains undeniable is that religious belief 
is so widespread that it must be considered an ele-
mental part of the human experience. We are Homo 
religiosus, not in our desire for creeds or institu-
tions, nor in our commitments to specific gods and 
theologies, but in our existential striving toward 
transcendence: toward that which lies beyond the 
manifest world.”

It would be extremely insightful to see which areas 
of human life found expression in traditional prac-
tices and ancient rituals. And to contrast it with 
what we have lost in gaining the modern secular 
imagination? The latter is a question that becomes 
the mainstay for post-structuralists like Michel Fou-
cault.

The atheist thinker Alain de Botton recognizes that 
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the fact that religious myths 
and rituals having lasted for 
centuries, must mean that they 
channelled a vital dimension of 
our human experience. And that 
their persistence for so long 
cannot be grossly reduced to 
mere authoritarian imposition 
– since clearly some of the most 
brilliant minds of human histo-
ry have found them meaningful 
and have also gone on to con-
tribute much meaning to them 
through their works.

To me, these are perplexing and 
open questions that I cannot 
hope to resolve any time soon. 
My agnostic inclinations chal-
lenge me to retain the peren-
nial question mark wherever 
I can and for as long as possi-
ble. For precisely this reason, 
I am inclined to keep all doors 
of inspiration open. I must be 
careful not to lean towards the 
same tribalistic affinities one 
naturally develops by inhabit-
ing a certain kind of group for 
a long time. I am highly skepti-
cal of such ‘colonization’ by one 
tribe over others – and this is a 
colonization that takes place 
in our minds. Each camp natu-
rally comes to see itself as pos-
sessors of the superior way – if 
not the exclusive way – of going 
about things. And no group/
tribe is immune to such dogma-
tism and intellectual imperial-
ism. Rationalism, secularism, 
nationalism, religion, atheism 
and even ‘agnosticism’ (when 
an ‘ism’ is made of holding an 
‘agnostic attitude’) – all these 
can turn into different expres-
sions of the same dogmatic im-
pulse. For this reason, I apply 
the same principle everywhere, 
without reservation: It is the 
inherent logic and merit of a 
proposition itself, and not by 

which group says it, that decides whether we 
accept or reject an idea.

Despite my brazen rationalism and my un-
abashed agnosticism, I am also unabash-
edly Muslim. It is part of my multi-faceted, 
multi-spectrum intellectual identity. I am 
quite comfortable in drinking from many 
springs. The blood in my circulation derives 
profusely from various donors. Despite this 
fact, I am unafraid of the shock of any trans-
fusion reaction or ‘mismatch’. I am a univer-
sal receiver.

Now, a few words on my Muslim affiliation. 
I take seriously the Heideggerian presump-
tion of our ‘thrown-ness’ into the world. As 
per Heidegger we are already and always 
interpreting beings qua human beings. We 
only ever encounter Being through our being. 
As Dasein, (Heidegger’s term for human be-
ings) we’re never abstractly impartial, never 
purely objective creatures. We only are (sein, 
German for “being”) when we are in a place 
or condition (Da) and cannot know anything 
apart from such conditionality.

Our historical conditioning heavily deter-
mines what we can become. Philosophy 
itself is predicated upon the contingency 
of history. And so any notions of Universal 
or Objective or Absolute Truth, are frankly 
presumptuous. We always ever encounter 
wisdom (vs. the term ‘Truth’) through and in 
the operations of society, and only in the way 
that history has allowed them to reach us at 
our present coordinates in space-time.

Hannah Arendt emphasized that philosophy 
must always focus on life as it is lived in the 
here and now. Personally, being brought up 
in a Muslim family and community, there are 
parts of that imagination that have become 
my own.

This is not a defense of blind belief or of ex-
ternally imposed doctrines and dogma. These 
are all dispensable – and we are undoubtedly 
better off without them. However, what I find 
of value and seek to retain of my upbring-
ing is the language. I find within Islam and 
Muslims a common language to talk about 
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a shared experience with the Divine. The 
language of theology can offer not only a 
way of describing deep and universal intu-
itions of the nature of our reality, but also 
offers us a means of talking about human 
psychology, psychoanalysis, and tools of 
coping with the brute realities of our exis-
tence. Yet, unlike the academic disciplines 
mentioned above, the religious alternative 
speaks to all –the simple minded as well 
as the intellectually sophisticated. Now, 
this is in no way to imply that religion is an 
alternative to these academic disciplines. 
Nothing could be more absurd. Rather, 
I see these disciplines as indispensable 
to any rigorous understanding of the re-
ligious. Without them, a comprehensive 
picture of these mysteries may not be 
reached at. Now, religious practice itself 
may not provide a sophisticated theoret-
ical framework that speaks to contempo-
rary epistemology. Nonetheless, it offers a 
practice immediately accessible to all who 
wish to reap its therapeutic benefits, with 
or without theorizing it at length.

I approach rituals with the same wonder, 
and relish the mysteries at their heart. I 
am quite aware that rituals are often en-
acted unthinkingly and uncomprehend-
ingly. So, I do not regard ritualism as a 
virtue. It can be another escape from the 
burden of thinking and taking existential 
responsibility. However, the underlying 
wisdom and symbolism of these rituals 
has me affixed. As the broadcaster and au-
thor Krista Tippet eloquently notes in her 
latest book ‘Becoming Wise: An Inquiry 
into the Mystery and Art of Living’:

“Rituals are sophisticated ancient intel-
ligence about the body. Kneeling, folding 
hands in prayer, and breaking bread; lit-
urgies of grieving, gathering, and cele-
bration—such actions create visceral con-
tainers of time and posture. They are like 
physical corollaries to poetry—condensed, 
economical gestures that carry inordinate 
meaning and import. Rituals tether emo-
tion in flesh and blood and bone and help 
release it. They embody memory in com-
munal time.”

Apart from my obvious symbolic and mystical 
interests in religious language – I must admit 
that I also find it to be an indispensable medi-
um of ethical discourse. As part of philosophiz-
ing amidst the here and now, I have chosen to 
embrace this language-community myself. 
Being equally at home as a Muslim, I am able 
to participate in a whole world of intellectu-
al contestations that would otherwise remain 
closed to me as a mere agnostic.

These may seem as concessions to some. To 
others, it may seem as if I am setting undue 
limitations on ‘universal reason’. However, as 
an agnostic I cherish being a Muslim, precisely 
so as not to make concessions on the basis of 
the dominating trend, and to free my imagina-
tion from all constraints and colonizations.

Finally, taking stock of all the above advantag-
es to knowing Muslim-speak, there is another 
critical element that I feel is being left out. I 
can only describe it as the result of spiritual 
practice. A relational knowledge of the source 
of reality/ the ground of Being. It’s quite hard 
to put my finger on it, much less to express it in 
words. Yet, it is precisely this elusive element 
that emboldens me to identify with the faith 
as an exercise in spiritual (and intellectual) 
openness. To be crudely certain of the secular 
view of the world would mean being deprived 
of much richness that lies in other non-mod-
ern traditions and ways of being in and seeing 
the world. That would mean saying smugly: ‘I 
know’.

But that is not what it means to be truly ag-
nostic.

To be an agnostic is not to know God.

But it is also not, not to know God.

Thus, to know God.

“My incomprehension of Him, is my compre-
hension of Him.”
– Abu Bakr (The First Calif)

Note This is  a sequel to previously published 
piece “Can Muslims Doubt God?”


