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EDITORIAL In a democratic country like India,

an emerging economy, with a rich

heritage and culture cannot take any

chance to turn it into a laboratory of

bloodshed. The whole world remem-

bers the calamity of World Wars, and

of lately India witnessed racial profil-

ing in Gujarat where thousands of

victims now lay abandoned deep in-

side the grave.

Unfortunately a puppet is being

portrayed as a Hero, created by the

fascist forces – anti-secular, anti-demo-

cratic. He is a chess pawn trained to

be an authoritarian and a dictator

controlled by the regressive commu-

nal ideology. Surprisingly there is a

mixture of emotions, agony, revenge,

wisdom among the greater sensible

population. Pharaoh of Egypt was a

powerful ruler who was worshiped as

God not because of his divine quali-

ties but the fear he instigated. We

have a similar hibernating Pharaoh in

India not as a person but as an

ideology which with its demonic

pawns and tentacles slowly sucking

the Indian blood and preparing itself

to rise. As the Nile was the fate of the

Pharaoh, we can surely shoo this

Pharaoh, before it destroys every-

thing, into Ganges to be thrown out

from our land.

Let’s get this straight: Humanity

is not built on the foundation of

Fascism and Capitalism; likewise

Fascism and Capitalism can never be

humane. We can narrow down our

consensus that we can prosper India

on the basis of Peace & Justice, not

on the venomous ideology of Fascism

and Capitalism as it brings nothing

but destruction.

by Farukh Shaikh

Assistant Editor.

T
he heat of the upcoming election is felt all around. Every

eligible voter is gearing up to cast their votes with anxiety

and hope, and this is where the fate of the nation would be

sculpted. This largest democratic country is in great impasse with the most

awaited event with every punching of the button in the EVM. The joy

of choosing the right candidate of the constituency is overshadowed by

the lobby and conspiracy of the like minded Fascist & Capitalist players.

These forces have emerged so strong that it becomes next to impossible

to break the spell unless “We the People” stand united in diversity to

build this nation together.

Why is India unique? The answer dates back from the BCs to the

colonial era, freedom struggle to post independence. One who under-

stands these dynamics would definitely be judicious in casting their votes.

The colonial rulers who were both capitalist and fascist had enslaved us

in every way. The peasants were put to hardship without any reward to

satisfy the greed of the Angrez. The wealth of the country was drained

out ruining the economy of India. The regular acute famine had cost the

lives of millions of Indians while the grand feast of Royal Britishers

continued till the heart content. These atrocities sneaked-in slowly and

cleverly not disturbing the comfort of the people. Later on when it

mushroomed in length & breadth, the gravity of the problem was known

and it was too late to mend the damages.

We are again to witness the sequel of the Indian history, the great

political drama of the tainted politicians who now represent bygone

bloodthirsty Britishers, who came to India to trade, administer and rule.

The same capable politicians are obsessed with fascism & capitalism are

in full swing to lure the Indians for the forthcoming election. The

innocence and ignorance the people are turned in vote banks inflicting

the differences on the basis of religion, caste, region, social and economic

status. The Divide & Rule Policy has now become the trump card of

these politicians undermining the much needed focus on the development,

I mean the Inclusion oriented policy is wiped out and what remains in

the minds of the people is the hatred to other groups. The representation

of the DEVELOPMENT MODEL of a state is a myth. It wouldn’t be wrong

to say Catastrophic Genocide that paved way for the demonic ideology

and the capitalist warehouse.

NATION'S HIBERNATING

PHARAOH
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T
he Election Commission of India has

made a formal announcement re

garding the dates of polling and

counting of votes. In fact, most of the political

parties have already been campaigning for the

general elections even before a formal an-

nouncement by the Election Commission.

Congress is the main constituent of UPA II,

which has been ruling at the centre for the

last five years. Rahul Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi

have emerged as the main campaigners for

Congress party. In their rallies, these leaders

have been highlighting the social welfare

measurers of the government, such as,

MNREGA, Forest Dweller’s Rights, Right to Edu-

cation, Food Security Act, Land Rights to farm-

ers, etc. There has been an emphasis on the

Lokpal and Lokayukta act as well. In addition

to these; they have also been advocating em-

n n n n n Dr. Ramendra n n n n n

ELECTION 2014
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powerment of women and

greater participation of common

people in formulating policies

and selecting candidates.

Both Rahul Gandhi and Sonia

Gandhi have also been attacking

the communal and divisive poli-

cies of RSS and BJP in general

and the track record of  Narendra

Modi, BJP’s prime ministerial can-

didate in Gujarat (2002, etc.), in

particular.

After the formal announce-

ment of the dates of the Lok

Sabha elections, Union Minister

and Congress spokesperson,

Manish Tiwari, has declared

“secularism versus communal-

ism” as the main election issue

for the forthcoming Lok Sabha

elections.

BJP, the main opposition party

in the outgoing Lok Sabha, has

been vociferous in raising issues

of corruption and price rise.

Narendra Modi in his rallies has

been constantly attacking “dy-

nastic politics”. He keeps on re-

ferring to Rahul Gandhi as

“sehjada”. He has also been

pleading for a “Congress mukta

Bharata”, which he thinks will

solve all the problems of the

country. A “Congress mukta

Bharata” will also be a “samasya

mukta Bharata”! In addition, there

has been much talk about the

“Gujarat model of development”

by both Modi and BJP. On the

other hand, Modi has been coun-

tering the charge of communal-

ism by hurling the charge of com-

munalism on the Congress party

itself.

On the whole, the BJP cam-

paign has been mainly centered

on Narendra Modi; so much so

that, at times, it appears that

making Narendra Modi the prime

minister of India is the main is-

sue for the BJP.

There has been an attempt by

a section of media, including the

private TV channels, dominated

by corporate interests, to project

the elections as a presidential

style clash between Rahul

Gandhi and Narendra Modi. This

is an illusion, which completely

ignores the fact that India is a

multiparty, parliamentary de-

mocracy, where coalition gov-

ernments have been the norm

for the last twenty five years.

Voters will be voting for elect-

ing MP’s (Members of Lok Sabha)

from their constituencies and

not for electing the PM of the

country. The party or the combi-

nation of parties, which will en-

joy the confidence of the major-

ity of the members in the next

Lok Sabha, will elect a person

who will become the next prime

minister of India. There is no sci-

entific method, at this point of

time, to predict who that person

will be, not with standing the

opinion polls, genuine or fake.

Moreover, from the point of

view of the citizens, it is not very

important who becomes the next

prime minister of India. The poli-

cies and programmes of the next

government are more important.

Will it be a secular government

or a communal one? Will it be a

clean government or a corrupt

one? Will the government follow

pro-big capitalist and pro-rich

economic policies or will it fol-

low pro-poor and pro-middle

class economic policies? Will it

be pro-women and pro-OBC, SC

and ST or will it be pro-upper
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caste men? Besides, in a county

with the highest number of poor

people in the world, high infant

mortality and mother mortality

rates, nearly f ifty percent mal-

nourished children; any future

government must concentrate

on eradicating poverty and in-

equality. Providing food security,

proper health care and education

for all, particularly to poor and

disadvantaged sections of

society, must receive highest

priority.

Apart from Congress and BJP,

the left front led by the CPI (M),

has been trying to bring non-

Congress and non-BJP parties on

a common platform. They started

their efforts by organizing a con-

vention against communalism

in New Delhi. According to CPI

(M), there is not much of a dif-

ference between the economic

policies of Congress and BJP. The

party has been advocating an

alternative “pro people” eco-

nomic policy. The left front has

been opposing price rise and

corruption as well.  A joint state-

ment by eleven parties, who are

at present not associated with

either Congress or BJP, has  em-

phasized secularism and federal-

ism, apart from giving “special

category” status to “deserving”

states. The emphasis on federal-

ism is understandable consider-

ing the fact that most of these

parties have strong regional

presence in politically important

states, either as ruling parties or

as former ruling parties, pres-

ently in the opposition.

Samajwadi party, JD (U), BJD and

AIDMK are ruling parties in UP,

Bihar, Orissa and Tamilnadu re-

spectively. Left front has been in

power in West Bengal and Kerala.

JD (S) and AGP have been in

power in Assam and Karnataka.

Babu Lal Marandi was the first

elected chief minister of

Jharkhand, and his JVM is a

strong regional party in

Jharkhand. Trinamool Congress,

which is not included in this

group, is the ruling party in West

Bengal. Besides, there are other

strong regional parties like DMK,

BSP and RJD. Any political ana-

lyst who ignores these strong

regional parties and tries to

project the elections as a con-

test between Rahul Gandhi and

Narendra Modi will do so at his

or her own peril. The presence

of these strong regional parties

cannot be wished away.

Let us now turn our attention

to the newest entrant to parlia-

mentary politics, Aam Aadmi

Party or AAP. This party has grown

out of the Anna Hazare led cam-

paign against corruption, and in

favour of strong Janlokpal. Natu-

rally, corruption and strong

Janlokpal has been the main is-

sue for the party. But, gradually,

it has widened its net to include

communalism and corporate

dominance over Indian politics

and media. Arwind Kejriwal has

been, in particular, attacking

Mukesh Ambani, the richest man

of India, according to Forbes

magazine. According to Kejriwal,

both Congress and BJP are f i-

nanced and controlled by

Mukesh Ambani. He has also

sought to expose the “Gujarat

model of development” by say-

ing that only big capitalists like

Ambani and Adani have benefit-

ted from the “development” in

Gujarat at the cost of farmers

and common people. Incidentally,

this point has also been raised

by Rahul Gandhi, though he has

not named any industrialist in

particular.
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Apart from the various issues

raised by different political par-

ties and formations, there are

some other important issues,

such as, “paid news”, which was

also raised by the chief election

commissioner at the time of de-

claring the poll schedule. In-

stances of paid and manipulated

“opinion polls”, too, have come

to light. Even the social media

is influenced by money power.

One can get as many “followers”

and “likes” as one wants by giv-

ing money. It is also possible to

arrange a group of “supporters”

who will jump on your critics like

barking dogs, making impossible

any rational or sane discussion.

Besides, several senior jour-

nalists and editors were caught

on Radia tapes as lobbying for

big capitalists like Mukesh

Ambani and Ratan Tata. The

Press Council of India has pub-

lished a report on “paid news”.

The Election Commission, too,

has taken a serious note of it.

The issue was also discussed in

the Parliament. Sadly, the orga-

nizations of journalists, which

talk about “self regulation”, have

miserably failed to curtail this

menace, which is a corrupt prac-

tice and amounts to committing

a fraud on readers and viewers.

The collapse of the so-called

fourth pillar of democracy is an

issue of serious and basic con-

cern for our democracy. A sepa-

rate Lokpal for media and cor-

porate houses could be a pos-

sible remedy. The issues men-

tioned above are clear cases of

corruption and fraud, and they

have nothing to do with the

“freedom” of the press.

So to complete the survey of

the issues in the forthcoming

elections; corruption, price rise,

poverty, social welfare measures,

alternative economic policies,

the increase in dominance of the

corporates over the politics and

media of the country, and corrup-

tion in media are some of the

main issues that have been

raised till now in the run-up to

the elections. The basic issue of

secularism always remains in the

background and it keeps coming

to the forefront. There is no

doubt that the BJP’s choice of its

prime ministerial candidate has

once again brought this issue to

the forefront.

We must not forget that In-

dia is a large country with re-

gional differences. Apart from the

issue raised at the national level,

there are several issues which

are dominant in a particular

state and region, for instance,

Telengana in Andhra Pradesh.

Tamil Nadu, on the other hand,

always remains more sensitive

to issues related to Sri Lanka.

The special category status has

become important in Bihar,

Jharkhand and Orissa among

others. In Northeast, the issue of

smaller states and “racism”

against the people of Northeast

in Delhi and other parts of India

is gaining traction. In fact, issues

could vary from one Lok Sabha

constituency to another, with

several local issues coming to

the fore.

In light of these, the voters

will have to carefully exercise

their voting rights in such a

manner that the country moves

in a better direction, instead of

a worse direction.

Dr. Ramendra, Associate Professor

and Head of the Department,

Department of Philosophy,

Patna College, Patna University.

Corruption, price

rise, poverty, social

welfare measures,

alternative eco-

nomic policies, the

increase in domi-

nance of the

corporates over the

politics and media

of the country, and

corruption in media

are some of the

main issues that

have been raised till

now in the run-up

to the elections.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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INTRODUCTION:

Accord ing to Abraham Lin-

coln ‘Democracy’ is the govern-

ment “Of the people, By the

people and For the people”.

It means in a nation where

the democratic type of govern-

ment is adopted there the citi-

zens will play a key role in the

government’s decision making.

People are allowed to have their

say in designing the national

policies, drafting the laws and in

overall national development.

INDIA is a democratic nation.

We are proud to be the world’s

largest democracy.  The consti-

tution of India under article 326

of part XV gives each and every

(SIO) of India takes this oppor-

tunity to present a “Students

Manifesto” before all the politi-

cal parties or its nominees.

This manifesto discusses the

major issues related to Students,

Education and Youths in India. It

also includes a list of possible

solutions to the identified issues

which are presented as recom-

mendation and demands.  We, on

behalf of the student community

and the youth of India demand

all the political parties to con-

sider the issues discussed in the

manifesto.

EDUCATION:

Education is one of the im-

portant tools for human en-

deavor and development. A well

educated population equipped

with knowledge, attitude and

skills is essential for social and

economic progress of the nation.

The high proportion of the edu-

cated people in the total popu-

lation is an indication of a

nation’s bright future. Consider-

ing the importance of education

in a society, we have placed the

issues related to education and

students in first place in our ‘Stu-

dents Manifesto’.

PRESENT STATUS:

According to the report pub-

lished by the Planning Commis-

sion of India, recognizing the

importance of education, public

spending on education increased

person who is a citizen of India

and who is not less than 18

years of age irrespective of the

cast, creed, race, religion, gender,

etc. A Right i.e. the Right to Vote.

By exercising this constitutional

right, one can involve in the pro-

cess of choosing the best gov-

ernment that can serve the in-

terest of the whole nation.

The citizens of India elect

their representatives by casting

their votes once in 5 years of

time. During election period

communication between people

and political contenders become

vibrant so that their interaction

helps one another.

Students Islamic Organisation

ELECTION 2014

It is a known fact that the students and youth comprise large

percentage of Indian population, who play an important role

in nation’s development and the election process. These are

the one who decide the future of India. Students Islamic

Organization of Ind ia (SIO) feels that, with additional

prospects the issues concerning this group must be recognised.

Being a working group among students and youth, the

organisation, after deliberation and debate among students,

youths, academicians, educationists and social activists, have

come up with some recommendations and demands in the

wake of upcoming General elections.
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during Eleventh Plan period, the

expenditure on education in-

creased from 3.3% of Gross

Domestic Product (GDP) in the

year 2004 to 4% in the year

2012. Likewise, there is a rise in

Per-capita Public Expenditure

from INR. 888/- in the year 2004

to INR. 2,985/- in 2012. The

report also states that there has

been a rise in enrollment of

children at primary education

level. Moreover, the report indi-

cates a rise of national literacy

rate of about 74%. The facts and

figures presented in the report

referred above reflect India’s

growth in the area of literacy and

education.

Despite the growth and

achievement there also exist a

few challenges. As per the same

report, the country’s mean year

of schooling is 5.12 years in

2012 which is well below the

average for all the developing

countries. There is a high drop-

out rate at the primary and sec-

ondary level of schooling.  There

is a rise in out-of-school chil-

dren, especially in backward

sections of the society.

If the scenario is seen in terms

of Pupil-Teachers Ratio (PTR)

then according to District Infor-

mation System for Education

(DISE), the numbers of schools

that do not comply with the

Right-to- Education (RTE) norms

are very high.  Around 40% of

total schools have poor PTR and

about 8.1 Lakh teachers do not

fulfill the professional qualifica-

tion as approved by the National

Council for Teachers Education

(NCTE). In addition to these is-

sues, the polarized and outdated

information on curriculum is

leading to a decline in the

quality of education.  Moreover,

due to the gender discrimination,

girls are unable to access the

education.

As far as the higher level of

education is concerned then the

report reveals that the Gross

Enrollment Ratio (GER) even

after the entry of private colleges

and universities is 13% in 2012

which is very low in comparison

to the global average of 26%.

There exists a huge gap in GER

between urban and rural areas.

In addition, the GER of Muslim

population is found to be 50%

of the total national GER i.e.

around 7.5%.

In terms of providing quality

education, trained faculties and

infrastructure, the higher level of

education is facing the same

problem as the primary and

school level of education is

going through. The Quacquarelli

Symonds (QS) world ranking

report for 2013, for global edu-

cation institutions witnesses no

Indian university among the top

200 universities of the world.

Further, lack of moral values

and ethical standards in the aca-

demic environment is another

issue that we come across.

The issues discussed above

are a few among the many. The

objective here is not to count all

the issues rather highlight the

major ones. This is the right time

to take necessary steps and deal

with these issues.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Strict implementation of

Right-to-Education (RTE) Act:

The Right to Education Act

holds the ability and provisions

to address the problem of the

primary level of education in a

holistic manner. The focus should
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be made on its effective implementation so as

to make the qualitative education accessible to

everyone. There is a need to make the compre-

hensive policies to increase the enrollment rate

at the upper primary and secondary school levels,

to lower the dropout rates, to make sure 25%   stu-

dents enroll in private schools, to provide    hy-

gienic midday meals, to give access to schools

within 1km of a habitation, to provide separate

girls’ toilets in schools, to increase the quality of

education and to provide a supportive environ-

ment for the students.

Teacher education and placements:

The 12th plan document estimated that

around 12.58 Lakh (including newly signed

under SSA) vacancies for teachers exist at the

elementary level and these are mainly accounted

for by six states (Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal,

Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan).

Still many schools are facing shortage of teachers

and these vacancies have to be filled immediately.

In addition there should also be some policies

and programs to enhance the quality and skills of

teachers as it is mentioned in Sarva Shiksa Abhiyan

(SSA 2013 - 2014) report that, a large number of

government teachers have failed to pass the

Teachers Eligibility Test (TET) mandated by the RTE

in Delhi.

Base language in primary education:

There are various researches available which

prove the role of mother tongue in learning, par-

ticularly at primary level of education. Therefore,

provision for mother tongue and regional lan-

guage at primary level of education cannot be

sidelined. Policies should be designed to strengthen

a right balance between the medium of education

and the importance of mother tongue.

Review of textbooks:

To avoid the outdated and polarized informa-

tion and to unburden the students from weight of

curriculum, the existing curriculum has to be

reviewed at regular intervals. The institutions

such as the National Council of Education Research

and Training (NCERT) and the State Council of

Education Research and Training (SCERT) must be

given the task of reviewing and revising the

curriculum at different levels.

Provide a favorable environment for Girl

students:

The national policy on education 1986 and

1992 states that the education should be a trans-

formative force in building the women’s confidence

and improving their position in the society. But in

practice, we find a quite opposite scenario. Girls

are facing a lot of discrimination at study places.

They are being subjected to sexual violence, espe-

cially in rural areas. Therefore, special attention

should be paid to overcome these issues and to

provide a favorable environment for the girls seek-

ing education.

Increase the capacity of the institutions pro-

viding education:

It is noticed that the unusual establishment of

the universities and colleges lead to a scarcity of

resources and low quality in education standards.

Therefore, instead of opening new colleges and

universities the steps should be taken to expand

the existing capacity of institutions.

Special focus towards Medicine Stream:

The report in the year 2010 published by

the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

reveals that the states like Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand,

Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal have no facilities

for Medical Education. Therefore, steps need to be
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taken to provide medical educa-

tion through the establishment

of medical colleges in above

mentioned states.

Provide Quality Education at

Higher level:

Providing quality education

at a higher level of education,

especially in the engineering and

medical streams is the need of

the hour. All the institutions pro-

viding higher education includ-

ing the universities and colleges

should be made to follow the

norms provided by the National

Assessment and Accreditation

Council NAAC. One way to solve

this problem could be making a

regular audit compulsory both

internally and by third party.

Balanced approach towards

Public Private Partnership (PPP)

model:

In the 12th Five year plan it

is noticed that the concept of

public private partnership is

playing a decisive role in Indian

higher education. PPP may be a

requirement but, if it opens a

door for private hegemony and

state patrimonialism over edu-

cation then it will end up with

little benefits to the nation. We

must see that private-public

partnership in education should

be implemented with necessary

precautions, mutual trust and

integrity so that it imparts Qual-

ity, Accessible and Inclusive edu-

cation particularly in the back-

ward regions.

Special attention should be

given to Muslims:

Considering the findings of

the Sachar Committee Report,

2006, entitled “social, economic

and educational status of the

Muslim community of India”, it is

observed that Muslim students

comprise only 1.3% of the stu-

dents in all IIM’s, 3.9% in IIT’s and

proportion is only 2% of UG

courses. Moreover, in profes-

sional colleges their figure just

reaches to 4%. In this regard spe-

cial attention should be paid to

uplift the educational status of

the Muslim community. More-

over, all the recommendations of

the Sachar Committee particu-

larly related to education and lit-

eracy should be accepted and

implemented.

Provide Interest-free educa-

tional loans:

One of the reasons for lower

growth in Higher Level of Edu-

cation is the lack of f inancial

assistance or lack of finance at

affordable cost. Therefore, the

students who are opting higher

level education should be given

the necessary financial assistance

in the form of Interest-free loans.

Educational consultant’s

regulation:

Abroad Education programs

are gaining momentum among

the Indian students, for which

students are taking help of edu-

cational agents. Various inci-

dents witnessed that many stu-

dents were misled by them and

suffered with career loss. A regu-

latory mechanism must be made

in this regard.

Value based education:

There has been a rise in un-

ethical and immoral activities

and incidents on the campuses.

There can be many factors for

such incidents but most impor-

tant among those factors is the

lack of value based education.

Therefore,   Regulatory guides or

manuals that promote the val-

ues and ethics should be intro-

duced as part of the curriculum.

Special attention for North-

ern States of India:

Northern states of India such

as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya

Pradesh and Jharkhand stand far
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behind in terms of quality edu-

cation, accessibility and infra-

structures. Therefore, special at-

tention should be paid towards

these states to provide quality

education and good infrastruc-

ture.

YOUTH:

According to the recent re-

port published on population,

Two-third of the India’s total

population is under the age of

25 years and the experts opined

that this figure is going to in-

crease by 2025. Youth and

youngsters are the backbone of

any nation. They are the ele-

ments of social progress and eco-

nomic development. They hold

the potential to lead the nation

on the path of peace and

progress. Considering this fact,

Students Islamic Organization

(SIO) of India, has decided to

bring the major issues related to

youth in its manifesto.

Unemployment must reduce:

Though the government, in

the past, has taken a few initia-

tives such as National Youth

Policy 2003 and National Coun-

cil for Skill Development (NCSD)

in 2005 with an objective of

implementing skill and entrepre-

neur development programs

among the youth and to provide

employment opportunities.

However, these initiatives were

not enough to solve the issues

of unemployment.  Therefore, a

few more comprehensive pro-

grams have to be designed to

deal with the issues of unemploy-

ment.

Prohibit the consumption of

Alcohol, Tobacco and Drugs:

Today, most of the youth are

involved in consumption of al-

cohol, tobacco and drugs which

is affecting their health condi-

tions leading them to risk their

lives. Therefore, the consump-

tion of above mentioned items

should be prohibited and to

those who are already addicted

to these items, arrangements

should be made to provide psy-

chological and ethical counsel-

ing and retreat centers.

Arrest of Innocent youth

should be stopped:

This is one of the important

issues where many Muslim inno-

cent youngsters including the

students and professionals are

arrested in the name of counter

terrorism. They are labeled as a

Terrorist even before they are

found guilty of the charges in

the court. Media’s role in such

branding cannot be ignored. This

type of injustice should be

stopped and it has to be ensured

that innocents do not suffer.

In addition to the points dis-

cussed above, a summary of De-

mands has been listed below for

quick reference:

DEMANDS:

1. Moral Values and Ethical

Standards should be made

the part of academic curricu-

lum, besides consumption of

Alcohol, Drugs and Obscene

entertainment should be pro-

scribed.

2. RTE Act should be imple-

mented effectively. Strict pen-

alties must be imposed on

schools if they fail to comply

with the RTE norms.

3. The existing vacancies in

teachers’ posts should be

f illed and all the existing

teachers who are working on
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contractual basis should be regularized.

4. Efforts should be made to create exclusive edu-

cation options based on gender sensitive re-

quirements.

5. National Curriculum Framework 2005 should

be reviewed with a fundamental commitment

to secular spirit.

6. ‘Commercialization’ of education should be

stopped.

7. The number of seats intake in MBBS/MD/MS

should be increased for all the colleges across

the country.

8. There should be vigilant and monitoring

mechanism established to check the status,

quality and research in technical education.

9. Provide free online courseware through online

web and Video courses for Medicine, Engineer-

ing, Science and Humanities streams by pre-

mier institutes like AIIMS, IITs, IIMs, and Central

Universities.

10. Skill development and Job assistance cells

should be established in educational institu-

tions.

11. Delhi University ‘Four Year Undergraduate

Programme’ (FYUP) should be reviewed.

12. Educational institutions and Universities

should start remedial coaching centers for stu-

dents from deprived sections of the society, so

as to make them line up with   academic chal-

lenges and  reforms.

13. The number of centers for UGC-NET exam

should increase.

14. The number of colleges and hostels under

MCD’s should increase.

15. The budgetary allocation for education should

be increased up to 6% of the GDP.

16. The Aligarh Muslim University should be given

the   minority status.

17. Re-instate the Foreign Language choice in an

optional paper in the UPSC Exam.

18. Implement all the recommendations of Sachar

committee and Mishra commission reports.

19. The students seeking a higher level of educa-

tion should be provided interest-free loans.

20. There should be vigilant body formed to check

“Overseas Educational Consultants”.

21. A national level institution such as the National

Institute of Education should be established

and should be dedicated to design sound edu-

cational policies, to carry research in shaping

the qualitative and relevant   curriculum.

22. Psychological counseling and Rehabilitation

centers must be established in campuses.

23. Following the recommendations of the

Lyngdoh Commission, the Student Politics and

Elections should be    allowed in campuses.

24. Technical and vocational skill development cen-

ters for youth should be opened in large scale

along with the assistance for entrepreneurship.

25. The youngsters who are wrongly and illegally

detained and later proved innocent should be

financially compensated.  A character certifi-

cate should be issued to them to continue their

education and employment.

Students Islamic Organization expects a posi-

tive response from your side in addressing the is-

sues discussed above. We hope your initiatives

would help India in becoming a peaceful and pros-

perous nation.   n
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E
lections are here…what

are we going to do?

One of my friends

asked me hey whom are you

going to vote for? I just said

do not worry about it because

I know my choices.  This elec-

tion is bringing in lots of

surprises. The equation that

our political parties are making

is mind blowing. The regional

parties are trying to gain

maximum out of this political

melodrama. Regional parties

definitely have a say in the

national elections. Look at the

political parties here in

Karnataka, Tamilnadu, Andhra

Pradesh and Kerala. But my

dilemma is what the youths are

thinking in this kind of political

uncertainty.

Confusions:  The youth are

really confused. They do not

know what to do and whom to

vote for? One party tries to get

out of the entire bad name that

they have in the minds of the

people the other is trying to

push the allegations and scams

behind and focus on the people

oriented schemes that they have

started. But what I have ob-

served is that people can easily

forget what has happened and

look for something else. The

media also plays a major role

in confusing youngster by their

pre poll survey and mirroring

one person and one political

party. The confusions are;

1. The political party and its

credentials

2. The prime ministerial

candidate and his/her political

history

3. The candidate contesting

from my locality

4. How media portrays the

national leaders and their so-

cial portfolio

5. The parties manifesto.

What does one do in this kind

of confused state?

The youngsters naturally get

confused. But at the same time

we should recognize that the

20 % of indian population is

the adults. And they have the

power to decide whom they

want to govern. So the first

time voters most of them are

students who will be the decid-

ing factor in this elections. They

can swing the game any way

they like. So we will have to sit

and watch what happens. The

students have a greater role to

play. They are the deciders. They

are the future of this nation.

The question is how actively

they can play a role in this

election keeping various as-

pects of social justice. The

following things could help in

active participation in the up-

coming election.

1. Register yourself

2. Know your constituency

3. Know your candidate

4. Know the candidates

political ideology

5. Know the candidates

[ELECTION 2014]

nnnnn Elango Stanislaus nnnnn
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political party

6. Start Dialoging with the people whom you

know.

1. Register yourself: The first and foremost

thing that we should do is register yourself if

you have completed the voting age which is 18.

It’s important to register and gets the voter id

in order to have a say in the decision making

process. It’s the decision that’s going to change

the governance pattern. Some say that what is

there if I don’t vote? It’s just one vote how is

it going to impact on the results. But remember

every vote of yours counts.

2. Know your constituency: Next know your

constituency better. Get to know what is there

and what is not there? Try to get info on

available resources in the constituency. Do an

analysis of what is done so far by the elected

candidate. Get to know about the status of the

public schools in your area, the condition of the

hospitals, parks, water facility, drainage facility,

and complaint counter and so on. This will give

you a greater knowledge about your own area

and your decision making will become easier

because you know your area well.

3. Know your candidates: do a research on

the candidates contesting in the election. Get

to know each candidate well. Their history, their

educational background, age, the party that they

belong to, previous work history and so on.

Check if the candidate is approachable at all

times. Some candidate might permit you only

during the elections. And their doors will be

closed until the next elections.

4. Know the candidates political ideology:

Political ideology has a greater impact on the

candidate. This political ideology is reflected in

the work that they have done, the way they talk

and the people that they have with them. And

even if they have people get to know plays what

role. The political ideology can tell you a lot.

It will reveal if they are inclusive or exclusive,

accommodative, how they look people from

other religions, regions, caste, class and gender.

5. Know the candidates political party: Get

to know if the candidate is from a particular

political outfit. Establish an understanding of

the ideologies of different political parties. Some

are pro poor, some are pro dalit, pro minorities

and some might be just the opposite and

catering to the need of the upper class and

castes. Check if the political party is a male

dominated and male centered it means that they

look down up on women. Women should play

an active role in the electoral politics and the

parties should support it.

6. Start Dialoging with the people whom you

know: Once you follow the above steps then

start dialoging with the like-minded students,

youth and general public. The more you talk the

more others get sensitized. You are not going

to canvas for a particular candidate but you are

going to talk about the realities. That’s going

to be the major work of the students. If people

are aware about their constituency, candidate

and political party they will take care of the rest

of the things.

The only point that the students should take

care when they do this process of awareness

building and political sensitization is that they

should never side with any one political party.

And then make sure that you don’t become aloof

from others. Make sure that you have students

from different religion, caste class and gender.

Once people see this they know that you are

really serious about what you are saying. Un-

derstand that you need to be an active member

in the whole process of electing the candidate,

not just mere spectator.

Elango Stanislaus holds Masters in

Social Work from TISS and works as a Program

Associate for SAMVADA, Bangalore
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is the talk of the town has unde-

niably delivered some political les-

sons, some worth carrying forward

and some worth not repeating. While

undeniably their promises of subsi-

dized electricity and free water were

fulfilled it did not quite do what it

was supposed to do. Of course the

argument stands tall that AAP did

what the other parties did not but

I could not be half happy about the

fact that it did more damage than

good. AAP’s middle class centric

populist measures were against the

spirit of inclusion. Why should not

Rs 446 crore be better used connect-

ing the 7 lakh poorest households

who are not getting any water at all

rather than providing subsidies to

middle class are questions which

[ELECTION 2014]

Tahmina Laskar

A
 political movement and a political party are

two different expressions and function differ

ently. A movement is an impetus to achieve

something which can translate to good and effective

actions. Undoubtedly the way Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) had

worked itself to power is commendable. Their intentions

are not doubted either. Any new thing or idea that

challenges the status quo earns a lot of enemies the

same is true of AAP as well. The way they refused to

entertain dynastic politics and VIP culture deserves

respect. But something that does not differentiate AAP

from any other political outfit is that they refuse to

gracefully accept constructive political criticism. Call it

lack of patience or ignorance of procedures it has

overshadowed the movement that AAP could have been.

The report card of 49 days of government of AAP that
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need to be examined.

What remains at the bottom

remains at the bottom no

political party is touching those

issues so in all political wis-

dom AAP should have concen-

trated in touching those issues

rather than exhausting itself

on populism and short term

promises. No doubt they genu-

inely tried to deliver what they

promised but that meant ig-

noring important issues at the

cost of populism. Revenue is-

sues and viability of delivering

on the promises should have

weighed for the balance of

convenience. Honest but hasty

the decisions stop working in

the long term. Having said that

I have no intention of compar-

ing a year old party and 49

days old government with years

of faulty governance but ana-

lyzing situations and possibili-

ties help for something which

promises to be a change.

Anything which is famous

attracts a lot of attention and

sometimes such attention be-

comes a distraction. When

Arvind Kejriwal refused to oc-

cupy the official residence for

Chief Minister creating a mes-

siah out of him was what his

supporters were busy at, it was

a distraction. I am surprised

that a clan, a generation that

wants to contribute genuinely

as the much needed alternative

should waste energy on issue

as trivial as that. It could have

been left at that but the volte-

face and then again the origi-

nal position created unwanted

drama which most politically

serious and informed people

don’t want to be a part of.

That AAP is new and is yet

to learn a lot in the arena of

delivering politically and cor-

rectly has been used as a

defense by its supporters, its

critics don’t deny that either.

But taking time to reflect upon

the statements issued should

be the priority of the party. A

party cannot especially when it

is competing with older and

meaner parties afford to be

apologizing all the time. The

Shazia Ilmi faux pas on the

Transparency International

statement shows the impatience

and careless side of AAP, a

sincere alternative does the

right things or at least tries to

do the right thing because it

is credibility on top of every-

thing. A democratic party can-

not have racists and misogy-

nists in the party so there is

where the broom should work

first, after all charity begins at

home. By simply comparing

other parties and projecting

that comparatively better pic-

ture is not the alternative the

youth here is looking for.

Comparisons can be many but

the best comparison is one

when it is done with oneself.

Such comparison leads to

growth.

When AAP is criticized about

being anarchist they defend

their actions by saying so and

so parties are more of an

anarchist than us. One thing

should be clear that more

anarchy or less anarchy is

anarchy nonetheless. Your crit-

ics are not a bunch of a people

who want you to go down but

they are people who want you

to be the actual genuine alter-

native. The brave stance of AAP

against political and corporate

nexus is not only appreciable

but worth a salute. On the

whole you winsome you lose

some, you have ignited the

change and people hoping for

a genuine alternative look up

to you to carry the flame for-

ward. There are issues at the

bottom of the pyramid (apart

from corruption) and those

marginalized ( socially, eco-

nomically) have a faint hope

that what others could not in

these so many years of inde-

pendence, you could. With Lok

Sabha polls round the corner

it is expected that you merely

don’t remain a political move-

ment but a full-fledged politi-

cal party with both a vision

and a mission. Patience is not

overrated and in any era what-

soever and will always remain

a virtue, shun reactionary poli-

tics for responsive politics.

Tahmina Laskar works for

Sahulat Microfinance Society, New

Delhi as a Deputy Manager (Law)

Your critics are not a

bunch of a people

who want you to go

down but they are

people who want

you to be the actual

genuine alternative.
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T
o vote for BJP or not is not the real

question with the Minority and other

socially marginalized electorates in

India. The question is whether BJP need their

votes or not. Interestingly, the second largest

national party is not risking ignoring the largest

minority group of India i.e. Muslims. It seems BJP

too is in run for favor from Muslims but with a

submission.

With general elections at the doorstep party

is trying to lure the Muslim voters and for the

first time the party seems to be desperate for its

chunk in minority votes. General perception

among the ranks of the party is, “this time or

never”.

[ELECTION 2014]

nnnnn  Zaigham Murtaza  nnnnn
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It is a f ight for survival to

some extent as living without

power for last ten years as a na-

tional party somewhat means

losing the general appeal. If

2014 is the year of UPA again,

BJP is in danger of losing its

cadre and vote to regional par-

ties challenging the Congress.

During last 5 years party has lost

many of its faithful allies. The

National Democratic Alliance, to

which BJP is the core, has been

squeezed to the coalition of 3

parties from alliance of 23 par-

ties during the days of power

under Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

BJP cannot bear another loss

and the desperation can be un-

derstood in its outreach to Mus-

lims under the leadership of

Modi. Party is trying to showcase

every single event where Mus-

lims are present to attend party

meet. Desperation is as such that

a party that often accuses oth-

ers for pseudo secularism and

appeasement has found a love

for Topi and Burqa. The poster

boy of party, Narendrabhai Modi

and the Sangh has asked the

party cadres to ensure that more

and more Muslims attend his po-

litical rallies. Even some Muslim

faces have been roped in to cre-

ate an illusion that Muslims are

happy with Modi and the com-

munity has forgotten the Gujarat

pogrom of 2002. Party trying to

build a momentum for 2014 has

come up with Burqa and Topi

brand of secularism manufac-

tured in the RSS laboratory. But

the question is, whether it will

make any change?

Founded in 1980 on the

ruins of erstwhile Bhartiya

Janasangha, the Bhartiya Janta

Party has acted no more an ex-

tension of Rashtriya Swayam

Sewak Sangh, to which it owes

its allegiance. Although as a

political force BJP has always

claimed its autonomy but the

party never denied the control

of RSS over its policies and day

to day activities. Official website

of the party suggests its love for

fascist Hindutva ideology and

party’s vision for Hindu State. On

secularism, party says, “State can

only be Dharma Rajya (rule of

Dharma) and nothing else – and

Dharma for them means no plu-

ralism, no equality and no diver-

sity. Any other def inition will

conflict with the reason for its

very existence”. These ideas are

not only dangerous for Muslims

but for all the minority commu-

nities, lower caste and  tribals.

For example, on Hindu and

Muslims in India, the party ideo-

logue Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya

suggests that “Hindus even if

they are rascals in individual life,

BJP trying to build a

momentum for 2014

has come up with

Burqa and Topi

brand of secularism

manufactured in the

RSS laboratory. But

the question is,

whether it will make

any change?

when they come together in a

group, they always think of good

things. On the other hand when

two Muslims come together, they

propose and approve of things

which they themselves in their

individual capacity would not

even think of”.

For a party considering these

words like Holy Scriptures how

can minorities believe that the

party is serious in its outreach?

Only two simple things can be

understood from this. Either the

party doesn’t need the Muslim

votes or with a total submission

to its vision, ideology and ap-

proach. RSS in the past has made

two successful experiments. First

one was with Vajpayee, when

the Sangh and its frontals neu-

tralized the opposition for BJP

among Muslims. The second was

the Gujarat 2002 when the Mus-

lims were forced to submit.

With Modi as its face for 2014

and Minority communities being

invited to its rallies, Sangh is try-

ing to mix-up both the strate-

gies. With Modi, Sangh is giving

a clear message, submit or be

ready to be perished. By inviting

them in their cultural attires, the

message is simple. If they aren’t

voting for you, minimize the re-

sistance and neutralize them so

that they won’t vote against you.

It can also be a message to all

the Minority communities of In-

dia, ‘either learn to live with your

identity as a second class citizen

or if you aren’t ready to vote for

us, don’t come in our way.

Zaigham Murtaza is a Producer/

Reporter at Rajya Sabha Television,

New Delhi
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Syed Tahseemuddin

I
 had recently come out of

the ‘ring’ of Engineering

and was called an Engi-

neer. God had also bestowed me

with a Job to earn my livelihood.

Though I was in the 23rd year

of my life but was yet to learn

Life’s lessons and intricacies. It

was an easy going affair for me

and was also the same for my

friends those days. Apart from

the daily routines our leisure

time had no utility; it was mostly

spend in games, sports etc.

It was one of the summer

weekends in Bangalore. During

those days my accommodation

was in a rented single room. I was

sharing the room with a dear

friend ‘Aadil’. That day myself and

Aadil had a nice lunch. Our post

lunch activity was usually play-

ing games on my PC. I was very

bad at playing PC games and

today I did not wanted to play

computer game so was insisting

Aadil to play some music or a

movie. He was not going to lis-

ten to me as he was very fond of

computer games and was an ex-

pert in playing them. He said if I

am not going to join him he will

play with the computer. He was

also not going to allow me con-

trol over the PC as I knew I would

fail any wrestle effort with him.

Annoyed with this I went away

and threw myself on the bed

which was placed at a corner of

the room. I was feeling hot and

frustrated partly because the

ceiling fan in the center of the

room  was not reaching the

place I was lying in a supine

position. To add to my agony

Aadil was enjoying the game and

the air from the ceiling fan di-

rectly above him comforting him

from the hot weather. I could not

tolerate this enjoyment of Aadil

anymore and thought to disturb

this moment of his ecstasy. I

looked around and saw a maga-

zine besides me. I took it and ran-

domly opened a page; I saw the

picture of a lady. She was the

lady who had taken my job in-

terview; I realized that the read-

ing I grabbed was my company’s

quarterly magazine. Anyways, I

started reading the article writ-

ten by my senior. I was reading

very loudly, in fact I was kind of

shouting, Intention was to dis-

turb Aadil. I read “I had been suf-

fering from chronic tonsillitis

ever since my childhood.  My

parents  had  decided  for tonsil-

[EXPRESSIONS]
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lectomy many times, but  had  left

it. When I was in my final year of

engineering, about a month be-

fore my exams, I finally  told them

I was ready for it. I was told that

it was a very simple operation

lasting for about ½ an hour.  My

experienced friends also told me

that eating ice creams was a

must after this  operation.

The Day finally arrived, and I

was taken to a Nursing home in

Vijayanagar. Hardly 15 mins at

the  entrance  to  clear  the  for-

malities  and  I found  myself on

the  operation  bed.  There were

2 doctors and an anesthetist.

The anesthetist held something

like a mask over my nose.  I slowly

felt drowsy and slumbered into

deep sleep.  But deep inside, I

could feel some instruments in-

side my throat. There was some

kind of odd feeling in me, but not

pain. I  was supposed  to  be in

deep sleep, I  could hear the doc-

tors speak  but  had  not  opened

my eyes.  After sometime,  I  heard

one  of  them  say  to  the  other

that it  was time and I could be

woken up now. There was one

lady doctor, who patted my

cheeks  asking  me  to  get  up.  I

could listen, but could not open

my eyes. I felt too weak to re-

spond. The doctor waited for

some more time and again came

to me. She had by now sensed

that something was wrong. She

slapped me hard on my cheeks

asking me to wake up. I could

hear her speaking in a much

higher pitch. Still, there was no

response from me. I could not,

even though I badly wanted to

tell her how I felt.  She went on

slapping and pinching me for

some more time. She  came  close

to  me and  asked  me what was

happening  and  why  I  was  not

responding. Slowly, I could feel

myself opening my mouth to say

something. Before I could do that,

my arms and legs suddenly lost

control. My arms were just sway-

ing from left to right. I suddenly

opened my eyes. I tried to stop it

somehow, but no, I did not have

any control. Even my legs, I was

just kicking around. I was

shocked to see how my body was

behaving even though I knew

that I was not supposed to be-

have like that. By now, 3 other

doctors had joined in, sensing

that something was wrong. They

tried hard to control my body.

They  frantically  called  other

doctors and  from  their  conver-

sation, I could  make out that  my

central  nervous  system  was

not  functioning  correctly. Then,

they gave me an injection and

tied my arms and legs. By now, I

felt even weaker and could feel

myself sink.  The doctor came to

me again. I could  feel  her al-

most  pleading  to  me  to  know

how  I  felt.  “What's happening?

Please tell me…, please tell

me……,” was her repeated re-

quests.  I  could  bring  out  only

2 words from my mouth:

I… …can't…… , the last word

breathe was very  difficult  for

me. I tried again and again, but

no. The word ‘breathe’ was just

not coming out. It's  a difficult

word to tell out, especially  when

one cannot breathe. I could not

gesture with my hands as they

had been tied. I was now sinking

even more. The 2 words were

now coming out at very slow

intervals and in a very soft  un-

heard voice. I slowly closed my

eyes. At that moment, I just

thought about my parents who

had been waiting outside for me.

I also realized that when death

is very close, this is how it felt. I

could feel myself calm and

peaceful, waiting to be taken. I

was almost sure that nothing

else could be done.

I felt the doctor open my eye-

lids to check me. I could then feel

a hand below my nose to check

my breathing. After a few  sec-

onds, I suddenly  felt  a  tube
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going through my nose. My heart

suddenly leaped and I could feel

my body being shaken up be-

cause of the sudden pump. The

oxygen pump was brought just

in time. They then checked my

body, and found blue spots

throughout. The blood had been

poisoned due to the anesthesia

given. They had to replace most

of the blood. I blacked out com-

pletely after some time. The  next

thing I knew,  I  was sitting  in  a

ward on the bed with my parents

and brother around. The  doctors

visited me and thanked GOD say-

ing  that  it  was  a  miracle.  They

also asked me to  thank GOD for

having  given  me  a  second  life

To  this  day ,  every  event  of

that  operation  theater haunts

me. But if GOD has given me a

second chance, then there must

be something I need to fulfill

before my last journey.

My loud reading had moder-

ated and gradually reduced to

serious reading as I progressed

through the article. For a while

after I completed reading the ar-

ticle I forgot all the activity in

the room and was just staring

into the ceiling of the room. I

gathered back and turned right

and saw Aadil was clueless star-

ing into his monitor. I asked him

“What happened?” He said, “He

is losing the game”. I Wondered

“Why?” He looked towards the

magazine I was holding.

That was an unusual state of

mind we were at that time. The

story of my senior stirred our

wayward minds. It was a moment

of that spark which probably

happens in everybody’s life

when you start thinking in a

matured way. I often wondered

and still do what was that thing

because of which we behaved

the way we did? I think it was

‘Life’ the subject of article. What

is Life? That is a question which

has boggled the human being all

the time.  And probably this ques-

tion itself is the reason for ex-

istence of life. Various people in

their own capabilities have tried

to understand and demystify it.

A single coherent understanding

of the subject was not and prob-

ably will never be achieved. While

we explore the instinctive desire

to understand what life is; it is

equally important to realize the

natural yearning to understand

the Importance of and in life.

If not anything, it can at least

be said that the most important

thing in Life is ‘Life’. Everything

was, is and will be for life. This is

quite evident. For instance If we

ask ourselves a question “whom

do I love most”? All answers, sin-

cere or otherwise, will ultimately

imply to us. The saying “Man is

selfish by nature” may be true

both in negative and positive

sense. Any claims of unselfish-

ness are claims of share in the

absolute divinity. Selfishness is

important to realize the impor-

tance of life. Selfishness of one-

self should help us the identify

selfishness of others.

There are many instances

around when we see life on this

planet being exterminated mer-

cilessly as if a thing worthless.

The worth of life can only be

known by the one who has lost

it. We can by some way realize

the pain and sufferings of the

people who have lost their loved

ones but we can never realize the

pain, suffering and the desire to

live of the one who has lost his/

her life. A life taken has been

robbed of the only opportunity

it had to live.

The article of my senior ended

implying there should be some

important things in life to fulfill

before we die if there is not one

then there could be no life any-

more. Not all gets a second op-

portunity to fulfill the purpose

of life. I am glad that I learned

this precious lesson with her

“Closed Encounter with Death”

that Life is sacred and the sanc-

tity of life is because of the pur-

pose it has.

Syed Tahseemuddin, an Embedded

Software Engineer based out of

Bangalore.

MISLED
At last they thought there is no way out

L ife is a mess let me get out

Claiming to be cool and enjoy life

One day they started now can’t stop

Help them to control, show them a path

Open your eyes and see what’s lost

L ost souls please come back

BILAL ASADI
BE, 6TH SEM EC, SMVITM, Bantakal
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F
rom time immemorial

education has remained

one of the key aspects

in the development of the hu-

man race. It is because of educa-

tion that human civilization has

been able to solve the myster-

ies of the galaxies, has been able

to expand the horizons of their

thinking and has been able to

reach a point unprecedented in

the history of mankind. It is due

to education that we have been

successful in bringing positive

transformations to improve our

lives in almost all the f ields

known to us. Education has up-

lifted man from merely being a

creature on this land to the most

sophisticated being on this

earth.

But with all this something

which disturbs me a lot is the

question… ‘If education plays

such a crucial role in the devel-

opment of human race, and it’s

all around everywhere, then why

in today’s’ time the majority

world suffers from so much in-

justice, violence and inequali-

ties?’ Before proceeding further

let us have a look at two inter-

esting and contrasting events in

the past…

Jonas Edward Salk, discoverer

of the first successful inactivated

polio vaccine. On April 12, 1955

the success of the polio vaccine

was made public; Salk was hailed

as a “miracle worker,” His sole fo-

cus had been to develop a safe

and effective vaccine as rapidly

as possible, with no interest in

personal profit. When he was

asked in a televised interview

who owned the patent to the

vaccine, Salk replied: “There is no

patent. Could you patent the

sun?”

Influenza virus commonly

known as H1N1 virus, which had

become the talk of town and was

on the headlines of all our NEWS

channels in early 2009, has a dis-

turbing history to it. On August

28th 2008, Baxter International

filed a patent for the H1N1 vac-

cine, this patent was published

in March 2009, a month before

the virus was discovered in

Mexico in April 2009, but it was

filed seven months before this

‘new strain’ was officially known

about. It is the most blatant set-

up you could ever see.

The point I want to highlight

is… in the first case the discov-

ery was in the interest of public

and for the eradication of an epi-

demic whereas in the other case

it’s the other way round i.e. the

discovery was for the self inter-

est of an MNC and subsequently

to make huge profits out of its

produced vaccine.

This is the scenario of our

society today, where education is

being acquired and applied only

for materialistic needs, where

problems of others are being

converted into profits of a few

selfish people. This disturbing

scenario calls for a change in our

system, especially our education

system, to make it value based

from a valueless system.

I leave a question to ponder

upon:

“DO WE WANT EDUCATION

SANS HUMANITY OR HUMANITY

SANS EDUCATION?”

Shoaib M Gahlot is a 2nd sem BCA

student from Nehru College of BBA

&BCA, Hubli, Karnataka

[EDUCATION]

Shoaib M Gahlot
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I always wondered,

Was singlehood a bitter fate,

Or was it a blessing,

probably a chance to rediscover

the lost treasure.

The love for my Lord,

As for that is only left for me,

For me being a traveler ,

Whatever that is with me,

Belongs to my Lord.

What did they assume to be,

A little girl's barbie doll,

Or piece of flesh;

To like it  for her skin, hair and cloth?

From a petty toy shop,

For they never know,

What defining outside,

Has nothing to do inside.

For every no they told,

Reclaiming of faith,

The valuable treasure,

Took place in me .

When I looked back.

I felt guilty,

And so life thought me lessons...

Seeking me to correct myself,

To please my Lord .

When I bowed down to ground,

I gained hope,

When i sighted,

The mercy from him.

I realized ...

I went wrong the way,

I saw my fate.

As he is the best of planners,

Fate can never be bitter.

If i knew his plans,

Beforehand..

I would have hold him tight to my heart,

Than wishing for others,

Who broke my heart.

So whom should I thank?

The one and only Lord;

Who send me down to earth,

To test me,

Who wished to raise my rank ,

In front of him,

By giving hardships,

In the form of singlehood.

What more do I need,

Being a servant of him.

I fell in love with him,

For his unmatchable mercy over me,

Giving a chance for myself,

To be an honorable Girl !

Battling Singlehood

By   Faeza MA

[EXPRESSIONS]
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“Science is what scientists do" may be true; but it is

nevertheless useful to think about the method of sci-

ence. Views on this question differ among the practicing

scientists, the sociologists and historians of science and

the philosophers. There are certain traits of Science how-

ever, on which these groups agree. These traits, one may

try to identify.

To begin with; one may assert that science is useful

knowledge about the material world. Islam agrees with

this view about science. The gathering of useful knowl-

edge is a complex activity and involves the following

sub-activities:

i) Casual observations

ii) Systematic observations

iii) Controlled experiments

iv) Hypothesis formation

v) Creative thinking

vi)  Evolution of concepts, theories and models

vii)  Predictions

viii)   Applications

ix)  Verifications and falsification

These activities are usually mentioned when people

discuss the method of science. These are associated with

certain values which pertain to the practice of science.

These values are objectivity, universality, predictability,

coherence and systematization. Islamic world view rec-

ognizes these values as valid; because all of them re-

flect the harmony present in the universe.

The structure of scientific method:

A block diagram may be useful in representing the

relation between the sub-activities mentioned in fur

ther paragraphs.

Observations, Casual and Systematic:

A chance observation may trigger a trend of thought.

The story of Newton observing a falling apple is legend-

A�note�on�method�of�Science�
AN ISLAMIC VIEWPOINT 

- by  Dr. Mohammed Rafat

ary (though probably untrue). The familiar observation

that the sky is blue in the day time while dark at night has

given rise to a number of ideas in Physics and Astronomy.

The solitary waves in oceans were a chance observation

and later this observation led to unexpected theoretical

developments. The role of chance observation is how-

ever limited to the initiation of a trend of thought or it

may bring a question into sharp focus. Such an observa-

tion has to be followed by "systematic observations" and

this involves the sub-activity of "hypothesis formation".

In the present stage of science, phenomena to be

investigated are not primitive. Hypothesis formation is

therefore not a simple activity. The "systematic observa-

tions" need planning on the part of the investigator. This

planning is done by forming a "hypothesis". The hypoth-

esis, by itself is, however, not enough. The "systematic

observations" have to be based on the existing theoreti-

cal framewok as well. A simple example will illustrate

this. A casual observation may bring to the attention of a

scientist, a particular material which seems to be heat

resistant to a high degree. The scientist regards this char-

acteristic of the material as a very useful one. He there-

fore plans to investigate the matter properly. He proposes

the tentative hypothesis that the unusual characteristics

are due to a particular molecular structure. This hypoth-

esis suggests a series of "systematic observations" involv-

ing spectroscopic, chemical and optical techniques.

In carrying out the suggested systematic observations

(i.e. the observations suggested by the hypothesis) the

scientist will make use of the existing theoretical frame-

work. The techniques of X-ray diffraction and spectros-

copy among several others will use the accepted theo-

ries. The terminology will be the one suggested by the

existing theory. Thus "systematic observations" are not de-

termined by hypothesis alone. The role of existing theory

is also important in carrying them out.

Controlled experiments:

Controlled experiments are closely related to "sys-

tematic observations". They are characterized by the ad-

ditional requirement that the investigator does not allow

free play to the various variable conditions under which

[EDUCATION]
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the observed phenomena takes place in nature. Rather,

he tries to study one variable at a time.

For instance, let the investigator study the rate of a

chemical reaction. At the stage of "hypothesis formation"

the investigator may assume that the rate of chemical

reaction depends on.

i)  the concentration of reactants

ii)  the temperature of the environment

iii)  the pressure on the reactants mixture etc.

A "controlled experiment" means for example that

the investigator always starts the reaction with the same

concentration of each particular reactant. He does not let

any variable (except the temperature) vary during the

experiment. This controlled experiment yields informa-

tion about the dependence of the rate on temperature.

This information would be subsequently coordinated with

information obtained from other such experiments.

The technique of "controlled experiment" may not

always be applied. The phenomenon may be one in which

various variables affect one another in a complex way.

The investigator may not be able to keep them at con-

stant values. This is particularly true for biological phe-

nomena. According to Islamic view, the scientific method

of "controlled experiments" is not applicable to social

phenomena.

Creative thinking and creation of concepts:

It can be asserted (and has been asserted) that the

scientific concepts are "free creations of the human mind".

Observations, casual and systematic, motivate an investi-

gator to think and may suggest the possible directions of

thought but by themselves, they do not provide the "con-

cepts" which the scientist employs. He/she has to "create"

the concepts and this task requires highly imaginative

thinking. One may examine such concepts as force, iner-

tia, energy, work, and power which are suggested by ob-

servations but nevertheless require imagination on the

scientist's part. At a higher plane of abstraction, one may

look at concepts like field, potential and entropy which

are certainly not directly suggested by observations. At a

still higher plane, one may think of concepts such as wave

function and curvature of space time which are far re-

mote from direct experience. Perhaps one can justifiably

claim that they are creations of highly creative minds and

in that respect resemble the creation of a poet or of an

artist.

How does, then, the scientist invent his concepts?

Where do they come from?

The answer to this pertinent question seems to be

that concepts may come from anywhere. It has been sug-

gested that the idea of independently moving indivisible

particles (as in the kinetic theory) is naturally suggested

to an investigator who belongs to the urbanized society,

in which people are compelled to live as individuals and

the influence of the community is diluted. The ring like

structure of benzene was suggested by a dream in which

a snake was seen chasing its tail.

Does this mean that concepts are arbitrary? No! The

scientist has to invent concepts which make sense by

themselves and may be integrated into a coherent sys-

tem of concepts. This system of concepts should be able

to give a systematic and "verifiable" account of the phe-

nomena under investigation.

Islamic view requires that our concepts should not

contradict any of the Quranic statements. A Muslim sci-

entist will regard this as an infallible rule.

Theories and models:

The term "theory" is used in many senses. All the vari-

ous meanings of this word are not relevant to the struc-

ture of the scientific method. In the context of the method

of science, the proper meaning of the term is a "system of

concepts" relevant to a particular phenomenon which

may be regarded as having "experimental support". Theo-

ries may frequently be imagined to have a hierarchy; in

which one theory is "contained" in another more encom-

passing one and the latter is contained in a still more

comprehensive doctrine.

This hierarchy has been symbolically represented.

Here T1 is the most comprehensive theory; T2 is a

part of it and T3 is a part of the theory T2.

How does the investigator know that a given theory

has "experimental support"? This question is crucial but

at the same time; it does not seem easy to answer it. A

theory may seem to be in agreement with experiments

known so far and yet may turn out to be false, later on.

History of science provides many instances of this. All

claims for the validity of a theory are thus tentative. A

student of science, with all humility, should always be

aware of the fallibility of theories; however attractive

they might be.

In addition to the requirement of "experimental sup-

port" a theory must "respect" the "hierarchy", to become

acceptable. This means that it should not be in conflict
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with the theories more comprehensive than itself.

The term "model" is also used in a number of senses.

In the context of a discussion of the scientific method,

the term may mean a structure of concepts derived from

a theory. In this situation, the "model" is a particular real-

ization or representation of the theory. However, the term

"model" may also be used in the situation, in which no

theory exists, as yet. At that stage of investigation, the

"model" is simply a "structure of concepts" which, in fu-

ture, is expected to mature into a theory.

Predictions

A "structure of concepts", whether at the level of a

"theory" or at the level of a "model", should be able to

make unambiguous and verifiable predictions about the

phenomena described by that particular theory or model.

However, if a prediction made by a theory fails, the theory

may still be retained

a) Either as an "approximate" theory or (b) As a theory

which may be made acceptable by modifications or

(c)  As a theory which does not faithfully represent the

phenomena, but nevertheless provides a "language" for

describing it or (d)  By assuming that the reports about

failure of the theory are of poorly done experiments and

by hoping that further experimental work may exoner-

ate the theory.

If none of these alternatives are available, the theory

may be rejected. The decision .is, almost always, contro-

versial and a theory may take a long time to completely

die! Classical mechanics is an example of an "approxi-

mate" theory of type (a) above. It approximates the quan-

tum theory and the theory of relativity. Before Kepler's

suggestion of planets moving in elliptical orbits, the plan-

etary motions were described by using the device of "epi-

cycles". (A planet was assumed to move in a circle; the

centre of which moved on yet another circle). Any con-

flict between the predictions and observations could then

be removed by adding suitable epicycles. This is an ex-

ample of situation (b) mentioned above.

A theory though not supported by experiment may

still provide a suitable language for describing the phe

nomena. Theories of imperfect symmetry in particle

physics are of this kind. (Type (c) above).

Finally a theory (type (d)) above may be retained in

defiance of experimental reports which are in conflict

with it and with further and more comprehensive ex-

perimental work, the theory may be validated. It is re-

ported that when the characteristics of elements pre-

dicted by Mendeleev on the basis of his periodic classifi-

cation of elements, did not agree with the data available;

he refused to give up the theory, later experimental work

provided more extensive data and the theory got experi-

mental support, thus justifying the initial confidence

placed in it by the founder.

Applications

An application of scientific theories and models is the

most visible aspect of scientific activity. Applications pro-

vide the motivation to the resource providing agencies

and a section of scientific investigators work with appli-

cations as their main objective. An important segment of

the investigators (who are usually the more creative

ones!) however regard the applications as secondary. For

them, the joy of discovery and creation and the satisfac-

tion of arriving at coherent conceptions of the universe

are the prime motivations.

Islam insists that the applications of science need to

be regulated by universal ethical values. The use of sci-

ence should be for the betterment of human society and

should not injure the environment. Sometimes the ethi-

cal requirements may be ambiguous but a consensus of

the "producers" and "users" of science can always resolve

such issues.

The remarks of the famous Islamic scholar S.A.A.

Maudoodi are pertinent in this regard. He says:

“God has honoured man with authority over His count-

less creatures. Everything in the universe has been har-

nessed for man. Mankind has been endowed with the

capacity to subdue them and make them serve its objec-

tives. The superior position bestows authority on man; he

enjoys the power to use things according to his inclina-

tion. But this state of affairs does not mean that God has

given man unlimited liberty. Islam says that all creation

has certain rights; which must be recognized and

honoured by man.

“What are these rights?

i) Man should not waste them on fruitless ventures.

ii) Man should not unnecessarily hurt them or harm

them. When he uses them for his service, he should cause

them the least possible harm. This implies that he ought

to employ the best and the least injurious methods of

using them.”                            -Towards Understanding Islam.

Dr. Mohd. Rafat has done his Ph.D. from IIT, Kanpur. At present

he is a Reader at Jamia Millia Engineering College, New Delhi



The Companion 312014 April

Jawaharlal Nehru University

Students Union (JNUSU) con-

ducted women’s day March in-

side the campus on the eve of

[CAMPUS VOICE]Compiled by S Mushtaq Bellary.

for gender justice, ensure jus-

tice in every case of the sexual

harassment, Resist the shield-

ing of sexual harassers, Fight

to make Gender Sensitization

Cases Against Sexual Harass-

ment (GSCASH) decisions bind-

ing on administration, stand by

the women’s movements fight-

ing against patriarchy, feudal-

ism and state repression, No

emancipation of women with-

out revolution, No revolution

without emancipation of

women. ‘’JNU film club orga-

nized a documentary f ilm

screening ‘Salma’ which is fol-

lowed by discussion with the

feminist writer and activists,

Salma on the eve of Interna-

tional Women’s Day.

Women Development Cell,

Hindu College, Delhi University

conducted their debut annual

fest Swabhiman '14, which was

held from 6th March to 8th

March .Rakhi Birla, ex cabinet

minister of Women & Child,

Social Welfare and Languages,

Delhi Government inaugurated

Swabhiman ‘14.The events in

the Swabhiman’14 were given

below

Poster Making Competition,

Face painting Competition,Lens-

O- Womania (Photography Con-

test) , Gully Cricket, Self De-

fense Workshop, Iron Lady

Contest (it was a platform for

all the women to share their stories and deeds that have inspired

a bunch of people), Stage Play ‘Ram Kali’ by Asmita Theatre Group,

Interactive Session.

International Women’s Day.  The

following were the slogans

raised in the march. ‘’Smash

Patriarchy, intensify the struggle
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Uproar of IIIT Basar

A delegation of Andhra Pradesh chapter of the Students Islamic

Organisation of India met Rathod Ramesh, Member of Parliament

[CAMPUS VOICE]

of Adilabad and Ahmed Babu,

DC Adilabad and discussed the

issues faced by the students of

IIIT Basar.After the suicide case

of a student from the institu-

tion, representatives of SIO AP

visited the campus and found

very serious negligence on the

part of authorities in handling

the case. Though the real rea-

sons of the suicide are yet to

come, the mismanagement in-

side the campus is very con-

spicuous. The institution is not

upto standard and many stu-

dents are disappointed due to

the carelessness of the man-

agement and authorities.

Several students protested

in Delhi outside the Uttar

Pradesh Bhawan against the

harassment and eviction of

Kashmiri students in Swami

Vivekanand Subharti University,

Meerut and the slapping of

sedition charges against 67

Kashmiri students. The protest-

ers included activists, students

from universities, mostly from

JNU and Kashmiri Students.

Another social activist and a

student of JNU Shehla Rashid

said, “It is sad that the univer-

sity authorities as well as the

police have internalised the

Sanghi agenda and are dancing

Protest against Expulsion of Kashmiri Students

to the tune of the communal

fascists in anticipation of the

master-rioter Narendra Modi’s

ascent to throne.”

 “Our protest is not just

against this particular incidence

that happened in a Meerut

university, but also against the

AFSPA, the forced disappear-

ance, the mass murder and

mass rapes in Kashmir” she

added.
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Students at English and Foreign

Languages University (Eflu) occupied

the varsity library, as part of their

protest against administration’s de-

cision to close down library’s read-

ing room. Tension prevailed outside

the library as students refused to

leave the library and police were

called in. Protesting students, de-

manding 24*7 reading room and li-

brary, forcefully entered the library,

which was closed down.

[CAMPUS VOICE]

Occupy Library Protest was held at EFLU Hyderabad

On the eve of International

women’s day SIO, Kannur Unit

conducted Photo and Poster

Contest at various colleges of

the district. Have a look at the

photos and posters… They say

a lot…

Women’s day
Photo contest

Send matters related to campus to

campusvoice@thecompanion.in
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First create the power,

the sanction from which

the law will spring. The

kings are gone; where

there is the new sanction,

the new power of the

people.

- Swami Vivekananda

“Democracy is not

merely a form of Govern-

ment.

It is primarily a mode of

associated living, of con-

joint communicated expe-

rience.

Slavery is worst even if

it bears beautiful names.

-Maulana Abul Kalam

Azad

'Real leaders must be

ready to sacrifice all for the

freedom of their people'

-Nelson Mandela

Democracy cannot suc-

ceed unless those who

express their choice are

prepared to choose wisely.

The real safeguard of de-

mocracy, therefore, is edu-

cation.

-Franklin D. Roosevelt

In a democracy the poor will have more power

than the rich, because there are more of them,

and the will of the majority is supreme.

-Aristotle

Democracy is a device

that insures we shall be

governed no better than

we deserve.

-George Bernard Shaw

The spirit of democ-

racy is not a mechanical

thing to be adjusted by

abolition of forms. It re-

quires change of heart.

-Mahatma Gandhi

Democracy... is a charming form of government,

full of variety and disorder; and dispensing a sort

of equality to equals and unequals alike.

-Plato

It is essentially an attitude of respect and rev-

erence towards our fellow men.”

-Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

The ignorance of one

voter in a democracy im-

pairs the security of all.

-John F. Kennedy

As I would not be a slave,

so I would not be a master.

This expresses my idea of

democracy.

-Abraham Lincoln

[QUOTES OF THE DEMOCRACY]


