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Elections in India are a festival of masses where each and every person 
celebrates their right to franchise. The upcoming Lok Sabha Elections are 
crucial in two aspects; it will decide the future course of Indian democra-
cy, and whether it puts a check on the growing Hindutva hegemony.  The 
elections are always surrounded by issues and problems. It ranges from 
money power to muscle power. Each and every party uses maximum re-
sources to get into power. Even the human lives are sacrificed to get more 
number of votes on the day of pooling.  
In the past five years of Modi regime India democracy has gone through a 
phase which it never witnessed in the known history. Emergencies were 
declared in India previously. But today we are living in an undeclared emer-
gency. The ruling dispensation stands for an Idea of India which excludes 
the minorities and other vulnerable sections of the society. The society 
is divided on communal lines and undermined the democratic process by 
blatant abuse of power to browbeat the minorities and Dalits. 
Modi and company have driven a serious wedge in the unity of the coun-
try. The ruling regime always tried to create a fear psychosis in the minds 
of minorities and Dalits. Ultimately the polarisation happened and hate 
spread in the air of India. 
The Modi government deliberately ignored the real issues and kept the 
common citizens in dark. They created issues as per their requirement. 
That may be lynching in the name of cow, terror related arrests, encoun-
ters, surgical strikes as if no one did in the past, farmers were betrayed for 
just 6000 INR. Demonetisation was another blow on the Indian economy 
and its scores of citizens who live on daily wage labour. The demoneti-
sation killed hundreds of people. The ruling party and RSS systemically 
disseminated the hatred for Muslim and other religious minorities to ex-
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clude them from the social fabric of India.  Islamophobia 
is widespread in the political arena of India. RSS and 
Sangh Parivar built an army for social media to create an 
ecosystem which catalyzes a fear among the Minorities 
and Dalits of India. 
The ideals of pluralism, diversity, fraternity are at stake 
under the present ruling regime of Narendra Modi. They 
are attacking the constitution of India and trying to re-
write it if they come to power in coming elections. In this 
sense the Loksabha Election 2019 decides the future of 
the world’s largest democracy. 
Modi’s rise to power began from the Godhra Train burn-
ing which led to a massacre of Muslims in Gujarat. The 
image of Modi is violent and blood stained. However, the 
so-called nationalistic media have projected Modi as 
icon of development and a bulwark against terrorism. 
Doctoring Modi’s image is propaganda by the Hindutva 
forces. It’s high time to realise that an army of social me-
dia trollers & “Godi media” are trying to whitewash the 
blood stained image of Modi through films, music and 
various other propaganda. Collective amnesia is a most 
dangerous situation for a community. The decline of the 
community starts from here. Remembrance is our poli-
tics against the hate and lies spread by the RSS and the 
ruling dispensation. The upcoming elections demand an 
active and conscious participation from minorities and 
Dalits. This is litmus test for the people to show that they 
can’t be fooled every time in the name of Acche Din and 
Chowkidari.  

Azharuddin Pilakodan
Assistant Editor
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 India, World’s largest democracy is going to celebrate the 
festival of masses, General elections, in mid 2019. Indian people 
are looking forward to this great opportunity to shape their desti-
ny through this exercise yet again. This time around the challenges 
seem to be more than before. It is for the first time that sectarian 
nationalist party, the BJP which came to power in 2014, in alliance 
with ragtag of opportunist parties, won simple majority for itself. 
It garnered 31% of seats and 282 Parliamentary seats. The May 
2014 elections were contested on the hot pitch with the present 
Prime Minster, Narendra Modi, contesting with full force, with sky 
high promises. As we approach the next election we need to do 
the analysis of Modi rule, so that we can decide as to what is the 
best option for India in future. In this article we will mostly see the 
ruling BJP and its merits and demerits during its last over four and 
half years of rule. The major steps and successes being claimed 
from this stable about which boast is being made of are Ujwala 
Yojana (gas subsidy for poor), Make in India, Skill India, Jan Dhan 
Yojna, health insurance and many similar schemes which had ac-
tually made no impact on the problems faced by people.
Modi Comes to Power
The present Government came to power with big promises of re-
duction in prices of commodities, bringing back of black money; 
depositing of Rs 15 lakhs in everybody’s account, creation of two 
crore jobs every year, ending corruption and protection of women 
in society. However what we have witnessed in society is contrary 
to the promises made. This has been a period when the policies of 
government have led to an increase in the prices of commodities, 
skyrocketing rise in the cost of petrol-diesel, rising unemploy-
ment, increase in the number of farmer’s suicide, and worsening of 
the plight of the average people. During this period the corporate 
sector has been a big beneficiary of the policies which have led to 
loot of our resources. 
The senseless policy of demonetization led to the death of over 100 
people while standing in the queues to withdraw their own money. 
As such 99.3% of currency notes have come back to the banks. The 
claims that this will abolish counterfeit currency; will check mil-
itancy proved to be more than hollow. The tardy implementation 

Ram Puniyani
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of GST led to a big harass-
ment of small traders and 
other sections of soci-
ety. At the same time big 
businessmen like Sushil 
Modi, Vijay Mallya, Neer-
av Modi and Mehul Choksi 
could escape abroad with 
crores of public money. It 
seems the self proclaimed 
Chowkidar (watchman) 
Mr. Modi was in deep 
slumber. The rising un-
employment is alarming. 
The reports show that 
unemployment has been 
highest in year 2018. (1) 
Farmers and workers 
condition has worsened 
in recent times. The fre-
quent, regular and costly 
trips of Prime Minster to 
other countries had hard-
ly any bettering effect on 
our relations with outside 
countries. Our friendly 
neighbors like Nepal and 
Sri Lanka are becoming 
closer to China in recent 
times. The handling of 
Kashmir has led to ris-
ing discontent as the 
process of dialogue has 
been stopped. The dis-
sidence, discontent has 
been countered by pellet 
guns, leading to over a 
thousand people losing 
their eyesight’s and close 
to a hundred youth losing 
their lives. (2) 
Fringe Elements or Divi-
sion of Labor
With the victory of 
BJP-Modi; the affiliates 
of RSS, like Bajrang Dal, 
VHP, ABVP and many 

such organizations became more assertive and ag-
gressive.  They have been taking the law into their 
hands with impunity. This has led to an increase in 
the Hate and violence. Hate speech by these orga-
nizations, which is frightening the minorities, has 
been on the rise. A new pattern of processions by 
ABVP-Bajrang Dal, on motor bikes, carrying tricol-
ors and shouting anti minority slogans, leading to 
tension as witnessed in Kasganj in UP, has become 
common. There are open statements against Indian 
Constitution. One Anantkumar Hegde a Minister in 
Center stated that ‘BJP is here to change the Con-
stitution’. (3) The politics being pursued by BJP-RSS 
has harped on Holy Cow, Love Jihad and Ghar Wapa-
si as major issues. Ghar Wapsi, has been the major 
campaign in the Adivasi areas and among slum 
dwellers in cities in particular. The lands of Adiva-
sis is being taken away, their marginalization is on 
the increase. The propaganda around love jihad has 
caused the brutal killing of Afrazul by Shambhulal 
Regar among other acts of violence. He also got it 
filmed on video. Such an atmosphere has been cre-
ated that Regar is being looked up as Hero by many. 
Intolerance
The policies of the government, the assertion of RSS 
combine have created an atmosphere of intolerance. 
After the murder of Dr. Dabholkar, Govind Pansare, 
M M Kalburgi and Gauri Lankesh were assassinat-
ed in similar way. The murder of Ikhlaq, Junaid and 
many others added to the viciousness in the atmo-
sphere. In the middle of these ‘hate crimes’, writer 
Uday Prakash and Nayan Tara Sahgal returned their 
well earned honors. This was followed by eminent 
scientists, film makers and writers returning their 
awards. None from the RSS combine came with the 
appeal or instruction to stop the acts of intolerance 
like killings; in contrast some of them said ‘award 
wapasi’ (returning) being done with a political and 
monetary purpose.
While the real issues of the society remain neglect-
ed, the issue of Ram temple has been kept in the 
forefront, more so when the elections are round the 
corner. As such the matter is in the court, yet there 
were claims from the spokesmen of BJP that Ram 
Temple will be built. Lately VHP and RSS have de-
cided to postpone the issue till after elections. The 
blunt and aggressive statements on the issue and 



attitude from RSS combine is leading to an atmosphere of 
fear, more so among the weaker sections of society and 
among the religious minorities. This Government; issued 
the advertisement on the eve of Republic day in 2015, in 
the ad there was facsimile of preamble of Our Constitution, 
in which the words Secular and Socialist were missing. 
With Yogi Adiyanath, as CM, the state Government orga-
nized Divali, with actors dressed as Ram and Sita landing 
in Ayodhya in a helicopter. Same Yogi Adityanath said that 
Secularism is a big lie of Independent India, showing us the 
intentions of BJP-RSS is concerned. 
The attacks on the character of our Universities and edu-
cation system are going on. We painfully saw the incident 
of JNU, where by showing a doctored CD; many students 
were charged with sedition and labeled as anti-Nationals. 
It was no surprise that police has failed to file the charge 
sheet of the incident for nearly three years. Court had re-
jected the plea of State that Kanhaiya Kumar, Anirban and 
Umar Khalid are anti nationals or need to be given punish-
ment for that. It has created an atmosphere of fear in our 
educational institutions. After JNU, Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity is on the target, with targeting some Muslim students 
as anti-Nationals. The curriculum is being communalized 
and the BJP leaders are promoting blind faith. They have 
claimed that there was plastic surgery, internet, genetic 
engineering, Pushpak Viman in the ancient period. This is 
an assault on the scientific temper; this is contrary to the 
directive principles of Indian Constitution which tells us to 
promote scientific temper and rational thought. (4)
Plight of Dalits
Dalits are getting a rough deal at the hands of this govern-
ment. Rohith Vemula, the research scholar at Hyderabad 
Central University was forced to commit suicide as his or-
ganization was labeled to be indulging in casteist and anti 
national activities, Vemula’s scholarship was stopped and 
he was expelled from the hostel. The Ambedkar Periyar 
Study Circle was banned in IIT Madras. In Una four dalit 
youth were mercilessly beaten after stripping them. Young 
dalit leader Chandrashekhar Ravan was put behind the 
bars; he implicated and put behind the bars on NSA charges 
for caste violence in Saharanpur, and was released after 
nearly one and a half years.
The Kathua rape case and Unnav rape were horrifying. In 
Kathua BJP took out a rally to support those accused of 
rape. In Unnav the BJP MLA who was allegedly involved 
was arrested only after the family of victim threatened 
to commit suicide in front of Chief Minister’s residence. 
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The issue of Cow, beef, 
has been projected as 
one of the major issues. 
Many lynching’s leading 
to death of Muslims, on 
charge of eating or trad-
ing of cow has shaken 
the conscience of soci-
ety. Around ninety people 
have been mob lynched.  
Lynching of Junaid (June 
2017) in the outskirts of 
Delhi, in a train, did come 
as a saturation point of 
Cow-beef related vio-
lence. To express their 
anguish people came to 
streets in great number 
in a largely spontaneous 
protest, ‘Not in My name’. 
While many critics under-
mined this expression of 
pain and anguish of the 
sections of society, it did 
catch the attention of the 
national and internation-
al media, bringing shame 
to the image of our coun-
try. The result was that 
our Prime Minister who 
has been keeping maun 
(silence) on the issue 
came forward to make a 
bland statement. 
On the issue of Cow-Beef 
lynching the data collect-
ed by IndiaSpend, based 
on the content analysis of 
media reporting tells us 
that, “Muslims were the 
target of 51% of violence 
centered on bovine issues 
over nearly eight years 
(2010 to 2017) and com-
prised 86% of 28 Indians 
killed in 63 incidents. As 
many of 97 per cent of 

these attacks were reported after Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s government came to power in May 2014, 
and about half the cow-related violence — 32 of 63 cas-
es –were from states governed by the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) when the attacks were reported, revealed 
our analysis of violence recorded until June 25, 2017.”  
(5) 
Our society has been accepting plural norms in most of 
the arena of our life. The issue of cow-beef has added 
to the intolerance in society, suspicion against dalits 
and Muslims have gone up due to this. Incidentally BJP 
has exhibited very hypocritical attitude in matters of 
Cow-Beef. In North-Eastern states, in Goa and Kerala, 
it keeps quiet on these matters while in other states it 
raises the pitch of this topic to polarize the society. In-
cidentally due to the cow vigilantes now it has become 
difficult to sell the old cattle, the result is that hoards of 
cattle are roaming freely damaging the standing crops. 
This government came to power on the plank of an-
ti-corruption. The Rafale deal shows how the deal was 
renegotiated to give higher prices and to give it to Am-
bani’s recently formed company instead of the much 
experienced HAL. The documents being unearthed 
show that PM himself was having parallel negations 
bypassing the regular procedures. On his instance the 
number of aircrafts was reduced, price per aircraft 
was raised and instead of HAL the contract was routed 
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through Anil Ambani’s company which has no experience in the 
matter.
Threats to Democratic Values
This Government is pro Corporate and is thoroughly communal. 
It has been making the policies which help big capital at the 
cost of average people, farmers, Adivasis and dalits in partic-
ular. Modi, BJP are the part of RSS, which is trying to bring in 
Hindu nation instead of secular democratic India, which is the 
goal of our freedom movement and Indian Constitution. During 
last few years the authoritarian attitude of Modi-BJP has inter-
fered in the autonomy of our Central Institutions like Judiciary, 
CBI, Reserve Bank among others. The influence on education 
system has been in the form of University recruitment of peo-
ple on the ground of ideological commitment and not merit. The 
syllabi of university have been communalized, glorifying Hindu 
kings and demonizing Muslim kings and labeling Christians as 
foreigners. 
In addition the RSS workers have been making inroads into our 
institutions and imposing the Hindu nationalist agenda. RSS 
itself has grown strongly during this period. With BJP coming 
to power the social divisions along religious lines have been 
deepened. While other parties have lot of weaknesses and in-
adequacies they do not push us in the direction of Hindu nation. 
Many of these parties are not able to confront the Hindu nation-
alist agenda of RSS-BJP, and show a slight tilt under pressure. 
The real agenda of Hindu nation is to abolish democracy, do 
away with Indian Constitution and to establish the hegemony of 
elite Hindus. BJP-RSS don’t stand for Hinduism, they are on the 
path of Hindutva, which is a politics based on the hierarchy of 
caste and gender. This politics targets Muslims and Christians 
and undermines the concept of social and gender justice. This 
politics promotes the interests of Corporate World. While Gand-
hi was a great Hindu, he was killed by Hindu nationalist politics, 
Hindutva. RSS, BJP are interested only in emotive issues like 
Ram Temple, Holy Cow, Love Jihad, Ghar Wapasi etc,. These is-
sues have been used to create hate, violence and polarization 
in society. The society needs to tackle poverty, unemployment, 
poor health conditions and strive towards path of equality.
While deciding who to vote far, we need to consider as to which 
party-parties or coalition will be able to uphold Indian Constitu-
tion and take up material issues of people, rather than just the 
emotive issues which are creating Hate and violence in society. 
It is a crucial election and we have to rid the country of divisive 
politics, we have to strengthen the inclusive values and plural 
ethos in our social and political life.  
We need policies which as Mahatma Gandhi said; keeps in mind 
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the interest of ‘last person in the society’. We again have to look at the 
central mission of Gandhi which was Hindu Muslim unity. All the present 
policies are in violation of the principles of Liberty, Equality and Frater-
nity. We need to strengthen our Amity between different communities 
and take up policies which create jobs and also ensure welfare of av-
erage people of society. We have to decisively reject the party creating 
Hate and divisions in the name of religion and is promoting the interests 
of Big Corporate World at the cost of welfare of average people in the 
society.    

Foot Notes
https://www.huffingtonpost.in/2018/09/25/rate-of-unemployment-
highest-in-india-in-the-20-years-says-report_a_23541136/
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/29/world/asia/pellet-guns-used-
in-kashmir-protests-cause-dead-eyes-epidemic.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/anantkumar-hegde-we-are-
here-to-change-the-constitutionsecular-mos-4998737/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/oct/28/indian-prime-min-
ister-genetic-science-existed-ancient-times
http://archive.indiaspend.com/cover-story/86-dead-in-cow-related-vi-
olence-since-2010-are-muslim-97-attacks-after-2014-2014
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Modi Regime 
has failed 
but will the 
opposition 
rise? 



 With the announcement of the dates for the 
2019 General Elections by the Election Commission 
of India last week, the five-year term of Narendra Mo-
di-led BJP government has come to end. An end that 
many felt was long awaited. Given the socially divisi-
ble and regressive standpoint of the outgoing regime, 
many ask will the Modi regime be ousted from the 
power. No doubt, the incumbent government faces 
widespread discontent of the masses as it has failed 
to fulfil its promises of achhe din. But it is a hard fact 
that ‘parivartan’ [change] does not come on its own. 
To make any change, radical questioning, active resis-
tance and intervention are essential. 
That is why, any prediction about the results of the 
upcoming elections, the favourite pastime of popular 
media and idle intelligentsia, should not be the sole 
preoccupation here. Rather, it is more important to 
present an honest and sincere picture of the prospects 
of a united opposition against a united ruling front.      

Abhay Kumar 



While the ruling regime is spending huge 
money and resources to propagate its 
“achievements” and divert the attention of 
the voters from its failures to emotive issues, 
the opposition parties are trying hard to 
clinch an alliance, resolving deadlock over 
the seat-sharing. The opposition knows it 
very well that the best way to take on the rul-
ing alliance is to wage a united fight. As the 
results of the previous elections have been 
any indication, the united alliance of the op-
position (mahagathbandhan), as seen in the 
2015 Bihar assembly elections and the Uttar 
Pradesh by-elections in 2018, triggered the 
humiliating defeat of the BJP, snatching the 
“halo” around Modi.       
The news pouring in from several places 
indicates that the opposition parties are 
trying to resolve their differences over the 
seat-sharing. The opposition parties are well 
aware of the fact that clinching a “fair” deal 
to the satisfaction of all will be half-work 
done.  They are confident that the voters are 
looking for an alternative to the Modi regime 
as last five year saw imposition of anti-peo-
ple policy one after the other. In short, most 
of the promises Modi made in the previous 
elections remain unfulfilled. Needless to say, 
workers, farmers, small traders, students, 
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Dalits, Adivasis, lower castes, minorities, Kashmiris, 
women etc. have been hard hit by the Modi government’s 
policies. The Modi government and their electoral man-
agers are acutely aware of this political treachery and 
are devising a slew of measures to counter the anticipat-
ed popular reaction. Politics under democracy, as many 
know through their experiences, is fundamentally about 
anticipation. A vast industry has emerged around the 
management of anticipation. The opposition parties and 
their promised united front must give voice to popular 
opinion against the industry of the management of the 
popular discontent. However, it would require much more 
than a mere electoral alliance.  
In other words, the opposition should not shy away from 
taking the problem head-on. The farmers across India 
repeatedly marched to the national capital, covering hun-
dreds of miles, to register their protest. The farmers from 
Tamil Nadu even brought the skulls of their fellows who 
had committed suicides, to shake the national conscience 
but they were met with the brute state force. A key demand 
of farmers has been fair prices of their products. Instead 
of listening to them, the government further introduced 
neo-liberal policies. While it gave millions of rupees to big 
corporate, in the name of promoting business, it remained 
and remains reluctant to spend money on developing ag-
ricultural infrastructure. Due to continuous withdrawal 
of subsidies on fertilisers and other items in the last two 
decades, the farmers, in most of cases, ended up spending 
more money on seeds and fertilisers than they get in yield. 
As a result, the act of farming has become increasingly 
debt-driven activity. The only escape from this spiral of 
debt is unfortunately committing suicide. 
Apart from farmers, the Modi regime proved a major dis-
appointment, if not a disaster, to the working men and 
women of other sectors as well. For example, he promised 
to create millions of job opportunities, but the promises 
remained merely an electoral jumla. The experts of the la-
bour sectors have established with concrete evidence that 
the unemployment rate in the current regime has been 
a record high. While unemployment remains high, the 
wages keep falling, creating condition for a slow death 
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of a considerably large social segment. As a result, the labouring 
masses suffered and their lives became more precarious. Not to 
talk of extending social security, the ruling regime diluted labour 
laws and promoted privatisation and contractualization. The exer-
cise of war-mongering spread through the lackey media is nothing 
but an extension of the internal war that the government has un-
leashed in the interests of the corporate capital. The hullaballoo 
over war is but a calculated and measured move to manage the 
internal war, most starkly visible in socialising the war against mi-
nority and privatizing the war against the working classes.
During his election campaigns in 2014, Modi made corruption a big 
issue. He attacked the Congress government for indulging in cor-
ruption. But it is clear beyond doubt that Modi himself has failed to 
run a “transparent” government. For example, his government has 
been severely criticised for indulging in corrupt practices in the 
multi-billion dollar Rafale deal.  Many others, similarly, point to 
corruption involved in demonetisation policy of the Modi govern-
ment. While, demonetisation dealt a major blow to small sectors, 
it benefited big corporate, particularly those operating in cashless 
transactions, and politicians from the ruling parties. Now several 
authentic reports have come out, showing how the decision re-
garding demonetisation was imposed without consulting even the 
RBI at the behest of the corporate bosses. 
Even worse was the introduction of new tax regime on the people. 
While the wages have fallen, the extraction of hard-earned mon-
ey in the form of several taxes has increased, accentuating and 
generalising a social misery. Despite huge amount being extract-
ed, the share of public spending on health, education and other 
welfare measures has only dwindled. All of this has contributed to 
increasing inequality. 
The education sectors too have been hit hard by the Modi govern-
ment. Instead of opening new public universities, fulfilling vacant 
posts, extending scholarship and promoting an atmosphere of 
research and inquiry, further privatisation and saffronisation of 
education has been forcibly imposed in spite of resistance. In the 
name of giving “autonomy”, educational institutes and their man-
agers are given “free” hand to privatise education further. Added 
to woes has been the construction and propagation of the frenzied 
debate of the so called “anti-national” character of the students, 
universities, and educational institutions. This farcical debate has 
been deliberately imposed and is sustained by the saffron outfits 
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to “silence” their political and cultural opponents, and is 
aimed at discrediting their credible opponents in the eyes of 
a manufactured people. This farce allows them to divert pub-
lic attention from privatisation of education.  
The last five years have also been hard for the deprived 
sections and the minorities. While Modi is never tired of in-
voking Ambedkar, he, being true to his colour, has followed 
nothing but Brahminical-Sangh agendas. Not to talk of 
fluffing the vacant reserved seats for the deprived sections, 
reservation for the economically deprived upper castes has 
been brought in to kill the very idea of reservation. Millions 
of Adivasis, on the other hand, are now facing the threat of 
evictions from their own lands. The minorities, particularly 
Muslims, have faced the onslaught of the Modi regime. In the 
name of cow-protection, love-jehad, terrorism etc, they have 
been haunted. Given that, it is historic responsibility on the 
opposition parties and all other democratic forces to wage a 
united struggle united for an alternative. 

(Abhay Kumar has recently submitted his PhD at Centre of 
Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. 
A regular contributor to newspapers and web portals, Kumar 
has been working on the broad theme of the Indian Muslims 
and Social Justice. His other writings are available at abhay-
kumar.org. You may write to him at debatingissues@gmail.
com)
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What do the youth of
India expect from Lok
Sabha Elections 2019? 
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 The 2019 Indian General elections are to be held from 11th April 
2019 to 19th May 2019 to constitute the 17th Lok Sabha. The 
results will be announced on 23rd of May and the entire nation 
is eagerly waiting for this day to come, to know about the next 
promising government going to govern the country. Along with 
the eagerness in knowing the next government there are also high 
expectations from the entire nation.
The nation’s strength and tomorrow’s leaders, the youth of our 
country has high expectation from the upcoming government. 
They expect the leaders to give them a chance to build a bright and 
successful future. When asked most of the youths about their ex-
pectations on upcoming elections and leaders, they wanted most 
of it to be better than the last government.
Last time during elections the government in stand today had 
promised of more than two crore job opportunities to the youth. 
But the official data puts the country’s unemployment situation 
at a 45-year high of 6.1% in 2017-18. This is the highest unem-
ployment rate since 1972-73. In 2011-12, during UPA’s rule, the 
unemployment rare was 2.2%, which is lesser than the unemploy-
ment rate during NDA-led Modi government. Many youth who were 
planning to set up their future with job promises by the Modi gov-
ernment are still found to be unemployed. They expect they don’t 
again fall into the trap of such false promises. Apart from broken 
expectations of youth in getting a stable and standard job, many 
running small scale businesses and jobs had to quit and look for 
jobs not fitting their qualification in these past four and half years. 
This was because of the high increment in the taxes. A moderate 
family which could run with around Rs.150 per day earlier is now 
finding it difficult to run the family even with double the amount.
Unemployment has increased even among the educated people. 
Normally it is seen that the educated people find lucrative and 
regular forms of employment. The unemployment rate for the ed-
ucated women in rural areas has risen to 17.3% in 2017-18, while 
it was 9.7- 15.2% during 2004-05 and 2011-12. For the educated 
men in rural areas, the unemployment stood at 10.5% in 2017-
’18 compared to 3.5% to 4.4% during 2004-05 to 2011-12. People 
having qualification like engineering, nursing, etc. are also still 
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unemployed. There are many job opportunities and vacancies un-
der government sector itself. But they do not appoint the qualified 
people because of not having means to pay their salaries. This is 
why most of the job vacancies are still found to be empty increas-
ing the chance of unemployment among the youth. 
In terms of education also the youth has high expectations in 
getting their basic fundamental right to education in a genuine 
manner from the upcoming government. There are many examples 
in the country where many talented and skilful youths have to take 
up jobs not up to their qualification or in which they cannot use 
their skills. This is just because they have no other means other 
than take up a normal job to run their family. Youths coming from 
financially poor background families have to take up jobs what-
ever they get to keep their family alive. Their dreams of learning 
and using of their talents and skills at work are staying to be just 
dreams. Sucheta De, National President of AISA (All India Stu-
dents Association) wishes that the upcoming government spends 
more on education so that students coming from a poor family 
background can go for higher study which is one of their basic 
rights. She also wish that the new government can focus more on 
bringing in new universities to increase the chance of higher edu-
cation for students. 
Apart from studies for just job sake, youth expect a change in the 
educational system in India. Making education more practical and 
removing commercialization of education can be very helpful for 
students to focus on their talents and work on it. “The next PM 
should be educated so that he/she has a wider perspective and 
horizon about everything” says Shaiqa Jannat Ahamed, a student 
of marketing communications from Kolkata.
Padmini Boro from Amguri Village, Assam says that she is worried 
about her children’s education as there is no facility to study after 
12th in her village. In villages like hers there might be very few 
parents who may be concerned of their child’s education and will 
be ready to send them out to cities of other states for educational 
purpose. This is also a very rare chance in case of boys here girls 
have no choice other than stay back at home and get going with 
house hold works. She expects the government can give more edu-
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cational facilities to girls 
and boys and also finan-
cial assistance along with 
it. “Or else poor people 
may not be able to dream 
big nor pursue a big ca-
reer” she mentions.
Recruiting of qualified 
and well trained teach-
ers is also a must to 
improve the literacy level 
and bring in more output 
from the students. The 
facilities at schools and 
colleges have a very great 
impact on the learning 
of students. Lack of re-
search labs in universities 
was one of the facility is-
sues when it came to 
education. This must be 
considered as a genuine 
issue as this can get India 
lagging behind the devel-
oped world.
Another very big and gen-
uine expectation on the 
upcoming government 
is that they hope no stu-
dent in any university 

or college be “institutionally murdered” 
or “enforced disappeared”. The case of 
Rohith Vemula and Najeeb Ahmed, in 
particular, and several other cases of ha-
rassment and discrimination from the 
university officials in general, are grave 
concerns.  N Sai Balaji (President, JNUSU) 
says that government investigators have 
time to look onto unnecessary cases but 
could not find where is Najeeb, He also 
adds that Modi Ji who has always men-
tioned about his support towards youth 
and education has done nothing for them 
in his past four and half years rule. He also 
mentions about the percentage of seats 
available for the dalit and other backward 
class students are not given properly. 
The youth in India is looking for a revolu-
tion to happen after 2019 elections. The 
main issue the youth facing today as men-
tioned above is unemployed beyond their 
educational qualifications. Surprising-
ly, the youth is not only concerned about 
making money. They expect India to be a 
country where there is value for talent and 
high scopes of research, science and tech-
nology.
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Women leadership at Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) has 
always had very deep roots considering the fact that the 
first Chancellor of the University was a woman, that an aw-
ful lot of alumnae of the university have been successful in 
their fields of expertise. But these perspectives have been 
discussed at length. On Women’s day today, my intention 
of writing this piece is to debunk myths relating to Muslim 
women and infantilising stereotypes of (in)ability of their 
leadership in AMU, compared to other progressive campus-
es.

Unlike the general perception, female students at AMU 
have time and again proved immense leadership quali-
ties and stood up for themselves. They have been active in 
transforming the dogma that girls are supposed to attend 
classes and stay socially and politically inactive.

The past one year has been very happening in bringing out 
the female students from their hostels to the main road of 
campus. In 2018, students from Women’s College blocked 
Bab-e-Syed (main gate of the campus), an act which was 
hitherto limited to male students. The demands were 
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genuine and simple – be-
cause examinations of 
the odd semesters were 
postponed causing a dis-
comfort in the academic 
abode and disrupting the 
academic calendar. They 
demanded that either the 
postponement be taken 
back or the girls who had 
booked tickets to go back 
to their homes be refund-
ed. It was the first venture 
by AMU Women’s College 
Students’ Union (WCSU) 
emerging from the shad-
ows of the AMU Students 
Union (AMUSU) of main 
campus and taking their 
issues in their own hands.

Very recently, in 2019 
itself when AMU was 
protesting against the 
hate mongering of Re-
public TV and some right 
wing fanatics, seeing 
that the university ad-
ministration was turning 
a blind eye towards the 
protest, female students 
all by themselves locked 
the registrar office and 
demanded immediate ac-
tion. Again, for the first 
time female students of 
the University have told 
the authorities through 
their actions that they 
can’t be bossed around. 
These protests are proofs 
that each female student 
of the varsity is a leader. 
Authorities too realized 
that it is high time now to 
discuss the demands of 
the female students with 

them directly. Gate locking and laying siege required 
immense courage and female students did it all by 
themselves. The writing on the wall is clear -they don’t 
need men to save them, they can do it themselves, and 
all they want is support.

These protests have witnessed the dramatic shift of 
female students of the varsity claiming them right and 
space in the campus. The female students have jotted 
down a plan and decided to plot a new course of action 
to start a change in the way the administration looks 
and treats them.

Female leadership plays an integral role at AMU; fe-
male students have always joined all protests of the 
university and strengthened them to extreme lengths. 
They have been vocal in their stance and almost never 
have taken a ‘No’ for an answer. They not just attend 
public meetings that address social and political issues 
but also participate and speak their minds.

In 2012, the Supreme Court of India bifurcated the 
Aligarh Muslim University Students’ Union into two 
giving Women’s College its separate union. Women’s 
College is an institute of the university that incorpo-
rates undergraduate students of BA, B.Sc, B.Com, and 
BSW. Women’s College Students’ Union has become a 
university wide representative body for the students of 
Women’s College. It has pioneered the sense of lead-
ership within the female students and channeled their 
talents and strengths towards their representation.

The same year residents of Begum Sultan Jahan Hall 
called in for a protest against the Provost of the Hall 
and her entire team for discrepancy in the dining funds. 
They spotted deficit in the funds for many months and 
had to pay extra so that the dining hall could function. 
They called on the bluff of the Provost and strongly dis-
sented. The then Provost and her entire team had to 
leave their offices.

In 2015, news surfaced the national media that female 
students were banned from entering Maulana Azad Li-
brary, which was ironical to the fact that one third of 
the members of AMU Maulana Azad Library were wom-
en. The female students protested against the media 
for flagging something that wasn’t entirely true. WCSU 
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along with AMUSU led the protest.

In 2016, the residents of Indira Gandhi Hall (residential hall for post-grad-
uate students then), organised a protest all by themselves against their 
Provost for slut shaming, mental harassment, and character assassina-
tion. They demanded ‘azaadi’ from a provost that does not understand 
and mud slings students’ character for asking a basic outing to attend an 
event organized by the varsity itself. The Provost was sent on a long leave 
and never returned to office.

In 2018, residents of Abdullah Hall and Indira Gandhi Hall wanted to join 
the ongoing protest called by AMUSU against the targeting of the Varsi-
ty by right wing goons. They were denied permission and locked inside 
their halls; they then broke open the locks and joined the protest to de-
fend their institute. Smashing all convictions that girls can’t do what they 
want to do.

It has mostly been an evolutionary process than a revolutionary one, 
for girls to defy the norms of the university, come out of their shells and 
assert their idea of a university that is more inclusive. Instead of simply 
letting their lives at the campus develop randomly, they have managed 
what they are becoming and what their student life at the campus needs 
to be.
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 A biopic and a web series on Narendra Modi scheduled for 
release in middle of general elections are indeed new and innovative 
ways of spreading propaganda.

Whether it causes violation of model code of conduct in any ways is 
for Election commission to ascertain. With dates being announced it 
has the required apparatus at its disposal to enquire into the financ-
ing of a propaganda project this close to election.

But does it have the guts? Keeping in mind twice in less than two 
years it plied by the will of the highest echelons of power, first when 
it deferred and delayed Gujarat elections so that Narendra Modi 
could do away with his pre poll cameo, and second when it waited to 
announce the dates for general elections so that the Prime Minister 
had finished his Bharat bhraman past last month.

Md. Aariz Imam

On Screen Adaptation: 
A Subtle Attempt At 
Reinforcing Modi’s 

Hindutva Image
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Regardless, the move to digitize a reincarnation of Modi’s past besides being 
abreast with times, also rebuffs the traditional idea that it’s easier to sway rural 
voters by acts in manipulation, or that the urban voter makes a more informed 
choice. Needless to say, the village folks have been traditionally considered in-
tellectually malleable and morally ductile in that argument.

The above strategy that adds to the traditional canvassing methods has at its 
focus mainly the urban swing voters who frequent theaters for recreation and 
are habituated to the virtual world.

As against the popular perception, all such acts are never intended for the loyal 
support base, but to create confusion in the minds of the fence sitters.

Operation Balakot is one recent example, which underlines its potential. A com-
pelling narrative that unraveled after the TV studios started flashing alleged 
visuals of the air strike, roused the nation’s passions in a sudden burst of patri-
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otism and brought many 
a hard core opponent 
of the Prime Minister to 
sing praise for his stance, 
much before the truth of 
India’s claim could have 
been established.

The claim, which on 
the contrary, after the 
international media’s re-
porting, now borders a 
folklore.

The synchronized timing 
between the scheduled 
release and the impend-
ing election assumes 
greater import when 
it comes to attracting 
the young and impres-
sionable minds.

It gets all the more im-
portant as a bulk of voters 
going to cast their votes  
are post Babri generation, 
out of which a significant 
number, around 15 mil-
lion are those first timers 
who were born a year be-
fore Godhra.

Voters with birth dates 
around Babri assume 
importance because the 
political landscape of the 
country presents a sharp 
contrast to what it used 
to be earlier. Communal-
ism after 1992 remained 
no more a trait to be 
ashamed of in many of In-
dian households.

As about the first time 
voters, their birth dates 

assume significance because they grew up in the world 
after Narendra Modi had achieved a formidable mile-
stone at Godhra in the project launched with much 
fanfare way back in 1992 by his Margdasrhak Lal Krish-
na Advani.

Having lived in times where all through their lives they 
have been fed with Islamophobia it’s far more easier 
for politics to harness their vulnerability by commu-
nicating with them on platforms of their choice and 
encashing into votes their doubts and suspicions.

Also, the buzz before the release can be harnessed to 
tap into the volatility of youth in the rural settings as 
well. The strategy hence may lead to swings in yet un-
identified territories.

As pointed by several Facebook users, the strategy of 
pursuing the electorate through the medium of cine-
ma and television is not new. Before the final assault 
on Babri Masjid, the nation was galvanized to the Hin-
dutva cause by running on prime time the holy epic 
Ramayana on the state run Doordarshan.

Digitization of events, like the video recording of hate 
speech and shooting of lynching incident have already 
proven to be effective tool in political communication 
and made redundant the use of large scale pogroms by 
forever keeping the communal pot on boil, thus avoid-
ing major bloodshed, unnecessary media glare and 
tribulations of trial.

The strategy as is obvious is least cost incurring as the 
viewer at the end of the day willfully pays to view its 
leader on screen or resorts to buying data to stream on-
line. The choice and freedom of listening reinforces a 
belief in whatever they have watched.

Precisely the outcome the propagandist wants to 
achieve.
As goes the Hindi proverb
Na heenglaganaphitkiri,
Rang hua chokha
(To have gains without much effort)
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2019 Lok Sabha 
Elections 

And Social Media
Md. Inam Ulla Khan 
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The media plays a vital role in a democracy; inform-
ing the public about political issues and acting as a 
watchdog against abuses of power. During election 
campaigns the media provides information and analysis 
about the political parties’ programs, policies, can-
didates and performance. Electronic communication 
seems to make politicians seem more remote; there 
is still no connection between politics where power is 
brokered, and the network society itself. Social media 
is playing a considerable new role in Indian democracy. 
With the changing politics of India political parties and 
politicians have found a new ways of reaching out to a 
younger and aspiration population.
 Indian Politics has observed a whirl of change 
over the period of time and its dependency over social 
media to connect with people experiencing the fellow 
democracies and its effect. Over its diversified nature, 
40% of the total populations constitute of Indian youth 
and concerning to the popular culture, Indian polit-
ical parties are holding to internet and social media 
to connect with youth for their agenda and political 
events. Observing the famous 2014 general elections 
of India, social media was the battleground of various 
political campaign and tremendous flow of varied po-
litical opinions.In 2014, India had around 250 million 
internet users. More than 560 million people are now 
online.2014 elections saw the rise of leveraging much 
youth and their minds over social media for any polit-
ical campaign and serious notice was found on both 
the occasions: Regional as well as state election. In 
India’s last election, social media was used as a tool. 
This time it could become a weapon.It is 2019.  Anoth-
er election — this time, the general election — is upon 
us. The stakes are much higher, after all, India is the 
world’s largest democracy and over About 900 million 
Indians are eligible to vote in the election, which will 
take place over about five weeks starting on April 11, 
to vote members to 543 parliament seats. The party or 
coalition with more than 272 seats will form the gov-
ernment.
 The scope for social media to be abused to 
manipulate voters has never been greater. 90 crore 
citizens are “The narrative of who’s up or who’s down, 
who’s smart and who’s not… that agenda gets set by so-
cial media in a way that TV was never doing before.” 
(RAVI AGRAWAL, AUTHOR OF “INDIA CONNECTED” 
AND A FORMER CNN INDIA BUREAU CHIEF). 
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Political Parties and Social Media

 2018 saw a rise in the use of social media by 
Indian political parties With the general elections a 
few months away, parties have been using platforms 
like Facebook and WhatsApp to woo voters, especial-
ly the youth. In the past one year, we have seen most 
parties stepping up their game and using social media 
platforms effectively to woo voters, especially the mil-
lennial. Although, the use of social media platforms is 
not new, its use for political outreach has exploded in 
the last few years. A number of political parties have 
already started creating parodies on leaders of rival 
parties, which are circulated incognito through Face-
book, Instagram and WhatsApp. Keen to extend the 
power of social media mobilised in the 2014 election, 
India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is trying to 
target smartphone-owning voters at the grass roots. 
More than 900,000 volunteer “cell phone pramukhs” 
are creating neighborhood-based WhatsApp groups to 
disseminate information about the BJP’s development 
achievements and Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
campaign activities. Meanwhile, the opposition Indian 
National Congress party is playing catch up with the 
launch of its “Digital Sathi” app and the appointment 
of their own volunteers to coordinate local digital cam-
paigns.
 We need a more well-rounded understand-
ing of the emerging links between digital politics and 
the public sphere. How is (mis)information circulated 
by messaging apps related to more traditional forms 
of political campaigns, such as door to door canvass-
ing, rallies and speeches? And how do these different 
spheres influence political participation and allegiance 
in different ways?
“As the election approaches, this is going to become 
more aggressive and there’s always a chance that it 
can lead to loss of life or property,” said Pratik Sinha, 
founder of Indian fact-checking website Alt News. “In 
the heat of the elections, such kind of misinformation 



The Companion | March 2019   3232

triggers any kind of violence,” he added.
Impact of Fake News in Social 
Media on Elections

 The use of social media to spread misin-
formation and fake news has been a huge concern 
in India. Doctored videos and information have 
been blamed for a spate of mob lynching’s and 
even riots in India.Political parties have frequent-
ly accused each other of intentionally spreading 
fake news intended to cause social unrest and 
given them political points. To tackle fake news, 
WhatsApp has taken a series of steps like slow-
ing down the spread of fake news by reducing the 
number of forwards at a time and by undertaking 
awareness campaigns through newspaper ads 
and workshops. But WhatsApp groups are still 
rife with political content of questionable origins 
and credibility.
“But the thing with social media is that there are 
so many layers of plausible deniability. There are 
thousands and thousands of accounts that are 
not ‘officially’ connected with political parties, 
but help carry their messages. All of this stuff 
will happen through them,” he told the BBC.

India’s WhatsApp Election

 With over 250 million users, WhatsApp by 
far has the biggest reach in India. And the plat-
form is known to be a source of fake news and 
misinformation. But there’s good reason to think 
the widespread popularity of WhatsApp in India 
could have a damaging effect on the election. 
For one thing, the 2018 Brazilian elections and 
recent state-level elections in India exposed how 
WhatsApp is being used to rapidly share messag-
es intended to misinform voters for political gain. 
According to reports, the instant messenger was 
used in recent elections in Brazil to deliver an 
“onslaught of disinformation,” to Brazilian vot-
ers. Far right congressman JairBolsonaro’s win 
in Brazil was allegedly sealed with the help of 
disinformation spread on social media. India’s 
2019 national elections are widely anticipated to 
be the “WhatsApp elections”. Against a backdrop 

“But the thing with so-
cial media is that there 
are so many layers of 
plausible deniability. 
There are thousands 

and thousands of 
accounts that are not 
‘officially’ connected 
with political parties, 
but help carry their 
messages. All of this 

stuff will happen 
through them,”
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of rapidly improving internet connectivity 
and rising smartphone use, the number 
of people using private messaging ser-
vice WhatsApp has soared since its India 
launch in mid-2010 to more than 200m – 
more users than in any other democracy. 
And now the country’s political parties are 
moving to capitalise on this mass commu-
nication channel.
But given WhatsApp has already been used 
to misinform voters in other elections and 
spread damaging “fake news” that has 
led to serious violence in India, there’s a 
danger this could also pose a threat to the 
democratic process. Ultimately, the role 
of WhatsApp in Indian politics needs to 
be understood through the interaction of 
technology with wider social and cultural 
issues. WhatsApp is a tool that amplifies 
certain tendencies that already exist in 
Indian society. For example, incidents 
of lynching might have much more to do 
with incitement to violence in a divided 
society than with an app that potentially 
facilitates the spread of rumours. Simi-
larly, messages that promote hatred on 
religious, caste and gender lines rely on 

prevailing social cleavages.

Social Media- A Road To 
Reach Out To Youth

 It’s no hide truth, that youth 
of this generation is highly invested in 
politics and the round of ideas around 
it. Social media has become a plat-
form of voiced opinions and charges 
and even though politicians for their 
campaigns still use posters, cut-outs, 
fliers and graffiti for their rally, but 
becoming digital and being attentive 
over digital platform has changed the 
picture or urban India and politics. 
As per various surveys and reports, 
after 2014 elections, 2-5% of bud-
get is set for every elections’ political 
campaign on social media (which is 
roughly around 400-500 crores for 
major leading national parties). The 
social media have practically buried 
the physical and social gaps. They are 
also considered as horizontal media 
of communication. They provide the 
benefits of participatory democracy 
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and development in modern so-
ciety. Modern political parties 
have utilized the social media 
to enhance their political strate-
gies and gain public support. The 
political parties have also joined 
the ‘cyber world’ mainly to mul-
tiply political transactions and 
engineer the support of various 
sources.  Presently, emphasis is 
laid on the setting of ever lasting 
relationship between political 
parties and people. Social media 
practice is one of several forms 
of political communication and 
needs to be examined from the 
point of view of ‘social engi-
neering’.In this age of paradigm 
shift, new media practices are 
required to focus the attention 
of the people on electioneering 
process with special reference 

to Parliament Elections – 2014.
CONCLUDING NOTE

 The use of social media 
for political activities influences 
peoples’ political efficacy, po-
litical knowledge, and political 
participation. Social media users 
may discover political activities 
in social media and by this way 
intensify their political knowl-
edge, increase their political 
efficacy, and improve their polit-
ical participation. Moreover, the 
social media usage for political 
activities was influenced by fre-
quency of general social media 
use. The more often they use so-
cial media, the more often they 
use social media for political ac-
tivities.


