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 Mob lynching has become a new normal in India. ‘Jai Shri Ram’ is 
the mantra which may protect you from the ‘Mob’. The first term of Modi 
years become synonym for the Hate Crimes against Dalits and Minori-
ties. Modi is known for his oratory skills, but was silent spectator in this 
case. People were getting killed and not a single word of condemnation 
from the Prime Minister of India. Muslims and Dalits have been publicly 
flogged and beaten to death by vigilante Hindu mobs in broad daylight, 
and the “lynch videos” then gleefully uploaded to YouTube. The violence 
is flagrant, open and certainly not spontaneous. Although the violence 
against Muslims is not new and the violence against Dalits is ancient – 
these lynchings have a clear ideological underpinning. The lynchers know 
that they have protection in the highest places. Protection not just from 
the government and the prime minister, but from the organisation that 
controls them both – the far-right, proto-fascist Rashtriya Swayam Se-
vak Sangh (RSS), the most secretive and most powerful organisation in 
India. At this juncture it is crucial to understand the direction in which 
the power centres are going. Previously it was Congress which appeased 
the community and confined it to just a vote bank. Now BJP is taking a 
more violent approach towards the community. To conclude, Mob Lynch-
ing or Rape or illegal arrests are just one or the other tools which are 
used to persecute and further marginalize the community which already 
marginalized. It is mandatory to understand the intensity of the situation 
and make strategies accordingly. There is a strong need for unity of the 
oppressed. This is the only force which will fight back the fascist rule of 
far-right Hindutva groups.
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At an exhibition event of my photography and calligraphy, one of 
the monitors asked me this question. It is a usual interrogation fac-
es by anyone who engages in the public sphere wearing a Niqab: 
“Despite being an excellent artist, why you cover your personali-
ty?”. I replied to the amazed audience with utmost confidence: “I 
don’t believe as you normally do, that my personality confines to 
my face. My personality finds existence through my art, behavior, 
perspective, aesthetics and engagements”.
This is how I fell in Love with Art
Being the youngest child in the family of four daughters, I was giv-
en a chance to find a path of my own. My parents paid enough heed 
in raising a smart child rather than pining over my marks. Hailing 
from Mahe, Kerala I grew up in a picturesque little town with a bit 
of French flavour. My family relocated from Middle East to Mahe 
after my birth. My choices and tastes are thus clearly influenced 
by this place which was dearest to me from day 1. A place with a 
fantastic blend of myth and mystery, I’m proud to say that I live 
here, surrounded by adequate amounts of green and blue.
I attended Avila Primary School in Mahe, which gave me huge ex-
posure to learning things mixed with fun. I loved to participate in 
activities, both academic and extra curricular, which helped me 
create quite a name. Mount Guide International, the school where 
I completed 10th grade from, has done a huge job in moulding me 
and improving my personality. Be it any family functions or hang-
out with friends, I was found with a camera in my hand, as it was 
my way of seeing the world and capturing moments as I want it to 
be remembered. My 12th grade studies were done in Excel Public 
school, where students are known for bagging chances to study 
medicine and other mainstream options, which were really not my 
cup of tea. All along my journey from school till now, I was fasci-
nated by the wonders of art and how it has the potential to change 
things.
Camera’s wonderful Cosmos
I then slowly realized that I saw the world in a different angle. An 
angle which was left unnoticed by people. A quarter part of my 
vision came true when I chose multimedia for my bachelor’s at Fa-
rook College. Calicut is a foodie’s heaven, and that’s one thing I’m 

Siba Ashraf 
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the most grateful for. One can also say that it’s the perfect place for hang-
outs. It gave me a platform to portray the world from my perspective.
Camera started to become my closest pal, and I captured moments that 
best suited my favourite topic- Nature’s visible-but-not-so-visible scenari-
os. Hidden parts of an attractive building, that one flower in the middle of 
a bouquet, etc. became shots in my camera and imprints in my heart. I’ve 
never been a fan of mundane things. Its the only reason why I’ve always 
been keen in photography. I was appreciated a lot for my photographs, but 
after I started learning about cameras, I understood that what I did was 
0.1% of what was left to learn. The first camera that I got still remains one 
of my most favourite things and I am pursuing my love for photography 
ever since then.
Calligraphy’s Breeze
Another leaf that I caught from the gust of wind that passed by me was 
calligraphy. Those lazy scrollings through Instagram bore its fruit one day, 
when my attention went to strokes and swirls that people used to write 
names. Arabic language has always been a wonder to me, and calligraphy 
in that language seemed like a beautiful piece of work.
My first attempt in it is a vague memory where i just tried to scribble 
something up with a pen,but the encouragement I got for the effort was so 
strong. I still remember that day when my sister bought me a set of callig-
raphy pens and I wondered what the use of that was. Little did I knew, I’d 
later be associated with it. With no prior knowledge in this field, I started 
imitating patterns and letters on paper. My friends became my first cus-
tomers and there began a journey of unlimited opportunities.
Social media later became a great platform for me to learn more about 
calligraphy and get to know a lot of people in the field. I find products from 
either on-line shopping sites or stores in Calicut and Middle East. Now my 
work is even reaching overseas. I never intended to sell my work and make 
it a profession in the starting days because I knew I was just a beginner but 
the support is always immense.
This development of my work has reached in a position where I’ve come 
across better products for usage and utmost satisfaction on the custom-
ers’ faces. My favourite part of this is where I challenge myself to infuse 
names between various designs and shapes like helicopter, hot air balloon 
etc.
Islamic art is an act of Da’wah and one has to be careful while attempting 
it. Of course, the greatest gratitude remains to my dear family of custom-
ers, who has taken each and every challenging work of mine gratefully and 
has been forbearing with me. When I’m not engrossed in lettering, I find 
myself editing pictures and researching about digital designing.



Niqab’s Comfort
My family has taught me to be grate-
ful and place an identity for myself 
among the crowd. Being a Muslim 
girl and covering the face under a 
veil has always brought up stereo-
typical comments and anticipation 
from the people around. I have seen 
the frown in peoples’ face thinking 
how this young 19 year old girl shall 
address a crowd by just showing her 
eyes.
Even I have trembled enough times. 
But it’s the strength of faith inside 
me and the confidence to prove my 
identity that paved the way to hap-
piness for me. If there’s one thing I 
want to say to the world, its about 
abolishing the popular opinion that 
veils prevent girls from enjoying 
life. I have attended several other 
events without failing to grab any 
opportunity that comes on my way 
to showcase my interests and my-
self.
Being a Farookian, competitions are 
always high, opportunities are also 
more and the love for art is always 
spreading. This place made me know 
myself better. This journey made me 
fall in love with art.
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Salman Khan

So, after 5 years of betrayals and U-turns, fierce ac-
tivism on roads and media, the Indian people have 
chosen the most under-educated and underachiever 
prime minister for a second term. Or so it seems. Or 
have the people of Bhopal chosen a far-right terror 
accused Sadhvi (nun) as their representative, in place 
of a respected senior politician and two-term chief 
minister Digvijay Singh, because he went too far in 
appeasing Muslims? Have the educated people of 
Delhi preferred a celebrity cricketer Gautam Gambhir 
over the Oxford graduate, education and anti-corrup-
tion activist Atishi Marlena?
Many concerned citizens have expressed disbelief 
and dismay that a nation known for its diversity has 
chosen the most divisive government. Or that the 
nation of Buddha and Gandhi has whole-heartedly 
approved religious chauvinism and embraced the fas-
cism of Godse and Hitler.
My opinion, very differently, is that all the above are 
wrong. No, the Indian society is still the same as during 
Buddha and Gandhi; it is just too accommodating of 
Mihirakula and Godse. This trait is simultaneously the 
greatest strength of India as well as its weakness. A 
docile society will inevitably become so ambivalent, 
that any hero will be worshipped as long as he can 
cause waves and ripples, never mind his inclinations.
If we analyse the various state elections in the past 2 
years and how those states have voted in this year’s 
General Elections, we see only contradiction. In Ra-
jasthan, the Indian National Congress has won the 
2018 state elections by a comfortable margin, win-
ning 100(+12) out of 200 assembly seats. In Madhya 
Pradesh, Congress has come to power breaking the 
BJP majority after 15 years, with a narrow margin. 
In both these states, both the major parties have 

Dance of Democracy: 
2019 Lok Sabha 
Elections

won equal vote shares. In 
Chattisgarh too, the INC 
has come to power with a 
sweeping majority, after 
15 years of BJP rule. In 
Karnataka, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party has a formi-
dable opposition against 
the Congress-Janata Dal 
government.
Most notably, in Narendra 
Modi’s home state of Guja-
rat, the BJP has suffered a 
setback after 12 years, los-
ing 20 seats. The Congress 
has made a comeback with 
78 assembly seats after a 
long obscure of 27 years. 
The Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP), seen as a preferred 
party of the weaker sec-
tions in the Hindi speaking 
north, has recovered 10 
seats in the Lok Sabha af-
ter a crushing loss in 2014. 
And don’t forget the Delhi 
state elections in 2015, 
which gave a humiliating 
defeat to BJP.
In striking contrast how-
ever, all the above states, 
constituting one-fourth of 
India’s population, have 
unanimously voted for BJP 
candidates in this year’s 
Lok Sabha elections.
So why are the Indian vot-
ers so unpredictable? Do 
they follow any logic or is 
it the magic of the Hindu 
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gods – a combination of 33 million divine wills?
The first reality we need to understand is the electoral 
magic of ‘first-past-the-post’ polling system. In any con-
stituency, this voting system chooses, not the candidate 
with the majority of votes, but only the one with the larg-
est number of votes. For example, four candidates, A, B, C 
and D are contesting elections for the position of a Corpo-
rator in a city. A gets 15% votes, B gets 36%, C gets 23% 
and D 26%. In this very typical situation, B is declared 
as the winner and the democratically elected corporator 
of the Ward. The flaw is clear in this method. A minority 
of 36% voters want B to be their representative, while a 
great majority of 64% does not. So, the Ward is now rep-
resented by a minority leader, not the majority’s choice.
In the same manner, there are many democratically elect-
ed leaders who are NOT the choice of the majority in those 
constituencies. Eventually, in 2014 Lok Sabha elections 
(and similarly in other elections too), only 206 out of 543 
members of parliament were the choices of majorities. The 
remaining 337, i.e. a sweeping majority of 62% elected 
members of the lower house, were actually minority can-
didates of their respective constituencies; they were NOT 
the choice of over 50% voters. A democratically elected 
leader, therefore, is the herded choice of a group-thinking 
minority over the diverse and disunited choices of the vast 
majority. According to the acclaimed psychologist Irving 
Janis, Groupthink occurs when a group of well-inten-
tioned people make irrational decisions, spurred by the 
urge to conform. This problematic consensus can arise 
simply because group members value harmony and co-
herence above rational thinking.
This first-past-the-post system (FPTP) of vote is followed 
in some British Commonwealth States like UK, USA, Can-
ada, Singapore, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Trinidad (the 
country of V S Naipaul and Imran Hossein), besides Syria 
and Malaysia. All the countries of Western Europe (except 
UK) have put away this flawed voting system, besides de-
mocracies like Australia, Japan, South Korea, Argentina, 
Turkey, Mexico, South Africa, Lebanon, China (commu-
nist), Russia and Israel.
Question: Why don’t the Indian media raise awareness 
over this very important structural problem?
The answer is that mainstream journalism cannot be a 
check on power, because the very system encourages 
complicity. It doesn’t raise serious questions but sup-
presses them. Noam Chomsky, probably the world’s best 
intellectual alive, wrote in his book Necessary Illusions 
(1989), “The media serve the interests of state and cor-
porate power, which are closely interlinked, framing their 

reporting and analysis in 
a manner supportive of 
established privilege and 
limiting debate and dis-
cussion accordingly.” In 
Media Control: The Spec-
tacular Achievements of 
Propaganda, Chomsky 
writes, “An alternative 
conception of democra-
cy is that the public must 
be barred from manag-
ing their own affairs, and 
the means of information 
must be kept narrowly 
and rigidly controlled; ... 
of democracy, that is the 
prevailing conception.” 
The ruling elites learnt 
during the First World 
War, Chomsky writes, 
“State propaganda, when 
supported by the educated 
classes and when no de-
viation is permitted from 
it, can have a big effect. 
It was a lesson learned by 
Hitler and many others, 
and it has been pursued to 
this day.”
Coming back to the Indian 
elections, the FPTP system 
has been electing minority 
governments at the Centre 
since a long time. As far 
as I have researched, In-
dian democracy has been 
electing such minority 
governments since Indira 
Gandhi. In the case of 2019 
elections, only 37% Indian 
voters have voted for BJP, 
while a majority of 63% 
voted for other parties. 
Hence, it would be safe to 
conclude that more than 
a third of Indian voters 
belong to the above-men-
tioned group-thinking 
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category.
The cause for this 
group-thinking behaviour 
is undoubtedly bad edu-
cation and a conformist 
culture. As I had men-
tioned in an earlier article 
on Knowledge, Education 
and Wisdom, the purpose 
of education must be to 
sensitise virtues and cul-
tivate critical thought and 
wisdom, and not of merely 
preparing human capital 
to supply labour for indus-
try and the free market. If 
the agenda of education 
becomes the creation of 
knowledgeable workers 
for a ‘service system’, 
which is precisely the case 
in most countries, the 
citizenry will inevitable 
become socially passive 
and intellectually me-
diocre. Such societies 
become deeply insecure, 
develop weak morality of 
herd-instinct, and are eas-
ily fooled by demagogic 
populists who cultivate a 
cult of personality. This 
reality was rightly point-
ed out in an article last 
month by Christophe Jaf-
frelot, scholar of South 
Asian Studies and author 
of several books includ-
ing Hindu Nationalism: A 
Reader. He wrote, “A man 
has projected himself as 
the saviour of a nation 
reduced to the majority 
community against exter-
nal and internal threats, 
polarizing society and the 
public opinion to such an 
extent that those who are 
not with them are against 

them”. Obviously, the dominant community, which ben-
efits the most from State infrastructure (the 37%) has 
voted for a strongman who can conduct Surgical Strikes 
and destroy terror factories of Pakistan (controversy only 
adds more spice), patronise record-largest statues repre-
senting State, cultural and spiritual power, make ‘bold’ 
legislations like GST, 100% FDI and Triple Talaq Bill, 
boldly revise history textbooks to assert cultural suprem-
acy, and give powerful speeches (matched only by Indira 
Gandhi). All of this reminds of Indira Gandhi’s sycophants 
and the admirers of Fidel Castro, Hugo Chavez and Aya-
tollah Khomeini.
All the above said is more important to the group-think-
ing voter than good education, socioeconomic equality, 
employment, public health and sanitation. Goodbye 
Swacch Bharat. Who wants a mama’s boy Rahul Gandhi 
or an asthmatic Kejriwal? Only the wretched leftists of 
JNU who cry for the poor and the peasant and an Asa-
duddin Owaisi who spews Urdu in the Parliament – both 
Internal Threats, as mentioned by the Param Pujya Guruji 
Golwalkar!
A quintessential case is of Hadiya’s father, K M Ashokan, 
who has left the Communist Party of India (Marxist) to 
join the BJP. He has transformed from a staunch athe-
ist to a hardcore Hindu, saying “BJP is the only party 
safeguarding the beliefs of Hindus”! Ashokan joined 
the saffron party and pledged his support for its ‘strong 
stand’ and agitation against the Supreme Court’s verdict 
on the Sabarimala case.
It is this herd instinct of mediocrity about which the Ex-
istentialist philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche wrote over 
a hundred years ago in his book Beyond Good and Evil, 
“The extraordinary limitation of human development, the 
hesitation, protractedness, frequent retrogression, and 
turning thereof, is attributable to the fact that the herd 
instinct of obedience is transmitted best, and at the cost 
of, the art of command.” Nietszche wrote further, “Mo-
rality in Europe today is herd animal morality. ... The 
Democratic movement is the inheritance of the Christian 
movement. That its tempo, however, is much too slow and 
sleepy for the more impatient ones, for those who are sick 
and distracted by the herding-instinct, is indicated by the 
increasingly furious howling, and always less disguised ... 
of the anarchist dogs ...”
Such are the passive herds of mediocre societies that are 
fuelling fascism around the world as they did in twentieth 
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century Europe. These traits eventually weaken the ethics 
of individuals and wither the social fabric. Such a weak and 
ambivalent society, together with its crony capitalism, mass 
production, consumerism, entertainment and social media 
besides the flaws of the FPTP voting system, will inevitably 
elect a dishonest and an authoritarian government. Ergo, 
it wouldn’t be absurd to suggest that the two largest and 
greatly flawed democracies in the world, with a mainstream 
media that manufactures consent, actually resemble social 
and politico-economic dystopias. Atishi Marlena lost for the 
same reason Pragya Thakur won – both were riding the tide 
of their populist strongmen.
Finally, something about the liberal journalists who have 
become just as naïve as orthodox mullahs. Some voices 
are apprehensive that a prolonged rule of Hindutva in India 
might turn the anti-Hindu projection of Muslims into a “dark 
self-fulfilling prophecy”. Some have claimed that “Muslims 
feel threatened and scared”. Well, some herd-minded Mus-
lims might sure verify these claims.
But the naïve liberals need to ask themselves, have the an-
ti-Sikh pogroms and the subsequent sweeping victory of 
Rajiv Gandhi government, made the Sikhs anti-Indian? Yes, 
to some extent, but Manmohan Singh and Capt. Amarinder 
Singh have proved the opposite. Have the constant atroci-
ties against Dalits and Adivasis turned them anti-national? 
To some extent, yes, but K R Narayanan, Ramnath Kovind 
and Soyam Bapu Rao have also proved the opposite. The 
thing that disproves these liberal thoughts is that at the 
extremities, there are people who value their own freedom 
above State slavery and there are people who do not. And in 
between these two extremes, there are more than 7 billion 
colours, shades and hues.
My advice to these liberal State worshippers is, please don’t 
pretend to be our saviours, you have never been and you 
can never be. Your cunning treachery is already out and 
you cannot fool us anymore. You believe that ‘Ramadan’ is 
a Wahhabi replacement of ‘Ramzan’ or a cultural insecurity, 
while you don’t know anything about Tajweed and you surely 
don’t pray Taraweeh. So just enjoy your plate of Haleem (or 
Daleem) and keep forgetting Jamaluddin Afghani and Ghu-
lam Mohiuddin Ahmed, while you appropriate Ambedkar.
Malcolm X had said, “They are fighting each other for power 
and prestige, and the one that is the football in the game 
is the Negro, 20 million black people. A political football, a 
political pawn, an economic football and economic pawn. A 
social football, a social pawn. The liberal elements of Whites 
are those who have perfected the art of selling themselves 
to the Negro as a friend of the Negro. Getting sympathy of 
the Negro, getting the allegiance of the Negro, and get-

ting the mind of the 
Negro. Then the 
Negro sides with 
the White liberal, 
and the White lib-
erals use the Negro 
against the white 
conservatives. So 
that anything that 
the Negro does is 
never for his own 
good, never for his 
own advancement, 
never for his own 
progress, he’s only a 
pawn in the hands of 
the White liberal.”
What goes for the 
White liberal also 
goes for the Indian 
liberal. There are 
indeed rare excep-
tions, but those 
are rare exceptions 
only. For now, the 
Indian liberal has 
lost his gamble and 
mantle and is hence 
bewildered. But this 
very loss is waking 
me up and many oth-
ers out of slumber 
and bewilderment. 
Don’t worry liber-
als, we are not your 
opponents. We are 
not opposed to any 
communities ei-
ther; I really like 
the works of Swami 
Vivekananda, Rabin-
dranath Tagore and 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. But we are not a 
group-thinking herd 
which you can tame 
and harvest. We are 
anti-fragile.
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It’s not me who calls Mr. 
Sajid Hussain as Phunsuk 
Wangdu of Jharkhand but 
there many people who 
call him so. Why?
Let’s talk to Mr. Sajid 
and his establishment of 
experimental learning 
concept school.
Mr. Thouseef Ahmed and 
I went to Darbhangha a 
district of Bihar to attend 
state conference of SIO 
Bihar in November 2018. 
There Mr. Thouseef intro-
duced me to Mr. Sajid in 
a minute. He was also a 
guest in that conference.
He is Sajid Hussain from 
Chitrapur, Jharkhand 
running a concept school 
based on ‘learning by 
doing’ model and to es-

tablish it, he left his research, said Mr. Thouseef.
We had a casual mutual introduction, and we moved 
on as everyone there was busy in conference. During 
lunch hours I got another chance to interact with Mr. 
Sajid Hussain and again in break time. We were there 
for two days and had detailed talk on what plan he has, 
how he is struggling for it and what he wants to con-
tribute to the society and the nation. He was clear with 
his aim and vision.
Again after few days Mr. Sajid visited New Delhi to 
meet some academicians and educationalist. Before 
coming he informed me and we fixed a plan to sit again 
and discuss few more things. In his busy schedule, we 
had a 3-hour sitting and he explained about his project.
During the discussion, Mr. Sajid said, “I am sharing this 
plan with few academicians, educationalists and some 
NGO’s”.
Suddenly, I stopped him and asked “do you have copy 
right of your idea?”
No…! Mr. Sajid replied innocently.
I asked him to do it so, and explained what happens if 
he doesn’t have the copy right to his idea.

The Phunsuk Wangdu 
of Jharkhand

Syed Azharuddin



Because we are living in a world where we 
find, less ethical and more corrupt people.
Corrupt doesn’t only mean taking bribe, 
but world is full of morally corrupt people.
In this huge competitive world, genuine 
idea and thoughts are very rare and due 
to lack of opportunities people sell the 
ideas and corporate buys it, there may be 
chance of getting the idea stolen.
After the 3 hours of discussion, he got 
an important call and we decided to dis-
persed and had talk later on, but that 
couldn’t happen.
But we were in contact via phone calls, 
messages and emails.
In December 2018, I was at home and 
planned to visit one of my friend’s school 
which is close to my home. During the dis-
cussion I introduced him to the concept of 
Mr. Sajid Hussain’s startup. Then we three 
had a discussion over phone call.
Since then I had a plan to introduce Mr. 
Sajid and his idea to the world around us 
at least, because I felt Mr. Sajid is the guy 
who is doing things practically instead of 
just explaining the theory to the public 
and giving lectures to get the fame.
I started searching about Mr. Sajid and his 
concept learning school.
I got few posts about him on facebook and 
Mr. Sajid himself shared few published ar-
ticles in various newspapers. I collected 
all those articles and started reading.
Later, I felt that I know very little about Mr. 
Sajid and his startup, how can I introduce 
him to the world around me perfectly. 
Then I made my mind, instead of writing 
about him and his idea with my under-
standing, I will quote the people who were 
and are very close to him so as to get clear 
picture of him.
Friend 1: 10 years of Challenge? 
Afzalul Haque Ansari introduces the 
Phunsuk Wangdu of Jharkhand and shares 
Sajid’s unique 10 years of struggle to suc-
cessfully establish a concept school for 
experiential learning.

I was lucky to get some time from 
Sajid’s busy calendar while he is 
visiting Bangalore to give talks in 
TIFR, IISc and Azim PremJi Uni-
versity on experiential learning. 
I know Sajid from IISc where we 
shared same hostel. He had shared 
a google doc ‘Khaka-e-madrasa” 
(layout of school) with us around 
2010 having details of structure of 
curriculum and motto of school. 
Sajid was a researcher in Materi-
al Department then and went on 
grabbing a lucrative research op-
portunity in Europe to work on new 
materials with most advanced ma-
terial and metallurgy labs in world. 
He also worked as CSIR scientist in 
National Aeronautics Labs. He got 
Marie Curie Fellowships to contin-
ue his research across Europe in 
collaboration with industries. He 
turned down that prestigious fel-
lowship to follow his dream to give 
shape to “khaka-e-madarsa” once 
again. When he was asked why he 
is leaving this research and where 
he sees himself in ten years, he was 
clear in thoughts and dream, ‘start-
ing a school, improving academics 
for rural area’, he said. It was back 
in 2014 when he came back to India 
and started working on his project 
seriously.
I will not undermine the success 
by giving details of working of 
a school, which got best brains 
available across world in science, 
management and social studies 
trying to solve problem of educa-
tion in rural sector, which covers 
70% of India. Rather I will give you 
a story of 10 years old Amir who 
won Gold medal in Mathematics 
Olympiad. Amir is from a poor fam-
ily of Jharkhand who has to work 
to support his family. Or story of 



Naimur from this 4 year old school who got 3rd place in 
Jharkhand in science Olympiad. Or how private schools 
flocked to visit this concept school that Sajid’s team had 
to start an incubation center to train and mentor schools 
and their faculty in experiential learning. This initiative 
is decorated with long list of awards and recognition, 
but he still thinks it is still long way.
While Sajid is on his journey to achieve success in un-
charted territory of Indian rural education, and as 
expected from an Indian guy, he does not have a job, he 
does not stay at one place; he is taking initiative in edu-
cation sector which is not as hot as any other IT startup. 
As a result he doesn’t qualify matrimonial criteria, “No 
girl wants to marry me because I don’t have a job”, Sajid 
says with a very peculiar wide smile, he knows he has 
taken unconventional route.
I met Sajid after 4 long years, we were in touch and I fol-
lowed all of the achievements of his school. After getting 
numerous awards, recognition and invitation in most re-
puted institutions across India his initiative has evolved. 
He is now a known name in experiential learning and ru-
ral education. His school has collaborated with TIFR and 
other reputed institutes to setup science labs for kids. 
His idea of “learning by doing” has attracted lots of at-
tention in education sector, there were stories in media 
channels covering how students are engineering solu-
tions for rural issues through innovation.
When I told him I stayed put in an IT job from last 8 
years, he said “we are underestimating ourselves” with 
disappointment. While I went on developing engineering 
solutions to be used by wealthy industries, this guy from 
room no 313, N-Block hostel revamped the idea of educa-
tion in rural India. His school and initiatives are bringing 
urban talent to these fundamental issues of education 
which has been ignored from last 70 years. His plans 
to setup a call center for rural schools to give guidance 
on education will benefit huge rural population with a 
method of education which was never possible before. 
He left me thinking how much can be done if there is a 
will to bring a change.
“Teachers need support and engagement. They don’t 
want Workshops and training, which for them is extra 
burden. They need engagement, continuous engage-
ment. They need support for their work in a classroom, 
to make learning exciting and experiential for their stu-
dents. From CLEQi we want to redistribute the teachers’ 
works, if teachers have 10 jobs to do then we want to do 
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3 jobs for them and expect 7 other jobs to be done by 
teachers effectively.”
This idea from 10 years ago has flourished in to work-
ing community which is trying to bring change at 
grass-root level in literal sense.
Friend 2: An ideal model of Selfless Service – Moham-
med Sajid Hussain
You would have come across hundreds of self pro-
claimed deshbhakts who themselves dream the 
European dream but judge other’s patriotism through 
their unverified binary litmus shades. And at the 
slightest opportunity, flee the country leaving behind 
high-spirited-show-off patriotism in the name of ‘ca-
reer’, never to remember the mata or mataram ever 
again.
And you would be pleasantly surprised to know that 
in such a hypocritical environment, there are genuine 
patriots who prove to be true sons-of-the-soil through 
sincere selfless service to the motherland and not just 
through high-decibel slogans.
I want you to meet our young friend Mohammed Sajid 
Husain.
Hailing from a little known remote place called Chat-
tarpur, Ramgarh from the backward state of Jharkand, 
this young man has been immensely blessed with tal-
ents and skills that like any other upwardly-mobile 
ambitious professional,  he can very well settle for a 
plum high-profile corner office in the corporate gi-
ants like Microsoft and Google. On the contrary, Sajid 
chose selfless service instead of high salary. Before 
tuning into his real achievements, it would be inter-
esting to checkout his academic credentials as well.
After passing out of a Madrasa and inter mediate, Sa-
jid completed engineering from BIT (Sindri) followed 
by a stellar 55th All India rank in the GATE entrance 
exam and completing his Masters from the top rank-
ing PG institute of the country, the Indian Institute 
of Science (IISc), Bengaluru. Thereafter, he pursued 
PhD from Technical University of Braunschweig, Ger-
many. He has presented research papers at reputed 
institutes of Germany, Poland, Switzerland, Slovakia, 
Scotland and other European institutes along with 
many research publications in International Journals 
to his credit.
He has served as Material Research Scientist at the 
prestigious National Aerospace, Bengaluru and top 
German research firms. Sajid’s is a high-profile ca-

reer graph which millions 
dream, but only a handful 
can achieve.
On a quiet day in his of-
fice in Germany, Sajid 
came to think of a poser, 
“How does my country 
and my village benefit 
from my immense talents 
and skills? Will I expend 
myself earning millions 
of Euros far away from 
the country like this?” It 
didn’t take him long to 
search for an answer.
At this critical turning 
point in an illustrious ca-
reer, where money, name 
and fame are abundant, 
Sajid rather made an un-
usual move. He decided 
to transfer his talents and 
skills to the meritorious 
students from his native 
place who, despite having 
talent, do not make it big 
owing to lack of support 
mechanisms.
Sajid headed to his roots 
with a vision to serve the 
motherland.  And then 
came into existence a 
unique institute A Labo-
ratory School!!

At this critical 
turning point in 
an illustrious 
career, where 

money, name and 
fame are abun-

dant, Sajid rather 
made an unusual 

move.
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This wasn’t another money-minting corporate school, 
nor their country-cousin semi-corporate institute, nay 
another sinking Government school.
God help our outdated education models, on one ex-
treme are the corporate schools which prioritize 
business and show-off in the name of education, and 
on the other hand, government schools radiate politics 
and hollowness.
Sajid explains that his model inculcates creative tal-
ents, computational and critical thinking in students 
through experiments. Where there is lesser burden of 
books and more fun of the laboratories. Here, a biology 
class is not conducted inside the four walls of a class-
room, but in an orchard, farm or field and alongside 
animals in a zoo. If you come across uniformed students 
dissecting a scooter’s engine, playing with the potter’s 
wheel and pottery, honing their skills in handicrafts 
and digging deep in the complex electronic circuitry, 
then do not panic, these are the everyday affairs of this 
new Laboratory school concept.
How did he come across this idea? Sajid says “I want to 
transform the education system right from the grass-
roots. I believe that we remember whatever we did 
practically in our school days, not the things taught in 
the classrooms”.
This vision led to the formation of the Laboratory school.
The visionary concept of Laboratory school got the much 
needed boost when two of his IIT and IIM friends joined 
his project.  Their startup venture Opal Eduventures 
proved its mettle pretty soon. Creating an education-
al model based on experimentation, technology and 
results and taking these resources to the villages and 
remote areas of the state are their core objectives. They 
even have a fellowship programme for this.
Amazing results by the students and schools under this 
project have quickly demonstrated the proof-of-con-
cept of this unique vision.
Anas, an 11 year old, inspired from an IIT project, devel-
oped a computer game. An overwhelming 65 students 
participated in the International Mathematic Olympiad, 
18 of them securing medals, including one Amir, an 11 
year old, who studies by the day and sells milk till late 
by the night. Another kid wrote three volumes of comics 
for children.
Their unique vision and its success was quickly rec-
ognised and celebrated at the national level. The 
startup was awarded 7th best startup company under 
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the Startup India program in 2018 at the hands of the 
Chief Minister. Several reputed organisations and NGOs 
have also recognised and appreciated this concept by 
conferring many awards.
This three year old infant startup of Sajid Husain has 
started an educational revolution in his area, it’s not just 
an institute, but an institution in itself.
Sajid’s story is not just a story of achievement, but…
1) Its a unique model of selfless service, which dis-
tinguishes between hollow slogans of patriotism and 
genuine spirit of service to the motherland. Our youth 
need not pay heed to the fake jumlas of the public lead-
ers; rather take pride in giving back to the nation as they 
have been doing.
2) Its a perfect example of vision and execution. How 
could a 33 year old take such a challenging decision 
which could put his entire hard earned career at risk?
I quip Sajid, “is there a shortage of thinkers and profes-
sionals in this country? But such dedication comes only 
from “idiots” like you!!”
3) If you have spirit of service and learning, then educa-
tional background doesn’t become a hurdle. What would 
an engineer probably know about the field of education 
and academics? Sajid says finding a solution is your job 
and competence, if there is a will to find one, and then be 
it a technical problem or societal, you will definite find a 
solution.
4) It is also a message to those parents who are hell bent 
on turning their kids into bookworms and pushing them 
hard in this rat race of shiny careers. Whereas, psycholo-
gist argue that the real personality development happens 
only through extracurricular activities. Sajid has proven 
that pious organisations and its student’s service is not 
just ‘character building’ but also ‘career building’ and ‘so-
ciety building’ as well.
Fid duniya hasantaw wa fil aakhirati hasana (Success 
here and hereafter)
5)There is no dearth of talent and ambition in the youth of 
this nation. Most of the times, our school management, 
laziness/ carelessness of teachers, collective ignorance 
of parents and society lead to wasting of our priceless 
talents. If each city finds it own Sajid then we shall know 
that….
 Fitrat ne ‘hamein’ baqshe hain johar malkuti (Iqbal )
(From the Facebook wall of Br. Shujat Husaini. Its trans-
lation was published in Urdu daily of Hyderabad.)
Friend 3: Br. Farhan Sumbul wrote a piece in The Com-
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panion:
Shahzaan Numair, class 3 student 
of sleepy census town Chitarpur has 
scored 3rd rank in Jharkhand and 
286th rank globally in International 
GK Olympiad and is standing smiling. 
Ashwini, also from Chitarpur had qual-
ified to participate in International 
Maths Olympiad early in 2018. Neither 
Shahzaan nor Ashwini are the students 
of some posh English medium schools.  
And these are not the isolated stories 
of success, but a generation is being 
shaped at Mount Everest Public School 
founded in year 2015 by Sajid Hussain 
of the same town. An engineering grad-
uate from BIT Sindri Jharkhand, Sajid 
Hussain holds Masters degree from 
prestigious Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore and is also a recipient of Ma-
rie Curie Scholarship at Europe.  He quit 
his job at National Aerospace Laborato-
ries Bangalore to start his innovations 
in the field of education.
When enquired about this decision of 
quitting his job and starting a school at 
his town, Sajid said that it was the expe-
riences of his school days itself which 

urged him to come back to his home-
town and work in the field of education. 
His idea is to make more laboratories 
than classrooms in his school.
According to Sajid education is the 
only thing which can connect various 
communities and tribes living in India. 
Sajid’s long term plan is to make more 
laboratories than classrooms. He also 
wants to alter the process of teaching 
where students will change their class-
rooms/laboratories every time school 
bell rings. Sajid believes in providing 
learning materials at the lowest cost 
so that even poorer of the society can 
be given every lesson of modern edu-
cation and money should not become a 
hindrance.
Nearly 900+ students are enrolled 
in the school currently of which 70 
percent students come from the low 
income families. A huge number of 
tribal and other backward community 
students are also enrolled in the school 
and are making their future bright.
Now I share my conversation with Mr. 
Sajid in which he responded to my 
questions.
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 Sajid what made you start an alternative schooling?
Experiential learning has been the talking point of aca-
demia for the past hundred years. However, our education 
system in general and rural school education in particular 
is far from adopting this, arguably one of the best pedagogi-
cal practices, into the curriculum. Rural and tribal lifestyles 
are very close to nature and revolve around forests, fields 
and cattle. Yet, environmentalists, naturalists and ecol-
ogists have struggled to convince the rural populace to 
continue traditional farming and natural lifestyles (now 
given the new name “organic farming”). One reason for this 
could be attributed to the fact that the present education 
system offers our children academic certificates as mere 
passports for the dream of a respectable career in glitter-
ing cities.
To address these concerns we started doing our bit at Schoo-
lasium – EdHub (Mount Everest Public School) in 2015. We 
engage in experiment based learning and project based 
learning through establishing connections between text, 
context and the surroundings. In this way we convert the 
school and it’s surrounding into learning spaces (e.g. monu-
ments, ponds, rivers, forests, fields, cattle herds, hospitals, 
and post offices etc.). We try to make learning handson with 
locally available materials. Our children make clay pots, ro-
bots, woodwork and many more such items.
How you are going to engage students who have interest in 
Sciences?
Another approach that we designed is that of a Machine at 
My Place (MaMP) which integrates gadgets with everyday 
life. The reason behind this idea is that since our day to day 
life is being managed and controlled by bots and gadgets, it 
appears essential for children to understand the science of 
gadgets and robots. The OAL allows students to tinker with 
machines.
Additionally, to nurture the Imagination and Creativity 
(I&C) of students, we have been practising a new technique 
where students have the space to ponder, think critically 
and create their own text based on their imagination. The 
uniqueness of our initiative lies in the fact that we are de-
veloping and practicing these pedagogic methods and tools 
in an environment with extremely limited resources in trib-
al and rural areas of Jharkhand.
How fast you are moving to achieve your goal?
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Since inception it was envisioned that we will address the experien-
tial learning of other part of Jharkhand & Bihar and India through 
developing the practical model. Now after four years, what we have 
developed and practiced at our centre, now we are scaling up to 
other parts of Jharkhand & Bihar and also to the other parts of India, 
and for this we have recently established a centre called “Centre for 
Learning Engagement and Quality improvement (CLEQi)”.
To nurture the rural school’s vibrant learning ecosystem, we started 
the “Schoolasium Educators Fellowship (SEF)” program to support 
capacity building of school teachers, and graduate students and 
professional who have passion to work on rural education. Objec-
tive of fellowship program is to create a local resource person for 
hands-on learning.
Do you feel your initiative is a Startup incubator in the field of Ed-
ucation?
Yes, but not to earn money but to prepare human resource to devel-
op the nation. Our vision is to create the school campus as a school 
incubator center with a mission to support low income private 
schools and government schools in making vibrant learning ecosys-
tem to school campus.
What is your future plan with this startup initiative?
We are developing in-house STEAM based curriculum, which is a 
curriculum based on the idea of educating students in five specific 
disciplines — Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathe-
matics — in an interdisciplinary and applied approach.
What were you before starting Mount Everest Public School in Chi-
trapur?
Challenging career in industry, R & D and education sector with 
more than eight years experience on materials manufacturing, de-
velopment of new materials, characterization, fracture and damage 
mechanics, modelling materials, developing sustainable active 
learning eco-system and capacity development of resource persons 
to deliver the customers need utmost satisfaction. Carrying re-
search as per international standards through publishing research 
papers at national and international peer reviewed conferences and 
Journals.
I worked as a Researcher (2013 –2016) – CSIR-National Aerospace 
Laboratories, Bangalore, India, worked as an Early Stage Researcher 
(2011 -2012) – IFW, Technical University Braunschweig, Germany, 
worked as a Senior Engineer (2008-2009) – JSW Steel Ltd, Mumbai, 
India and also worked as a consultant in many startup companies.
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With having huge background of experience in field of science, 
when asked what you are now, Mr. Sajid with humble voice 
and sweet smiles says I am, “Founder of Schoolasium-EdHub 
(Established -2015), Mount Everest Public School, Chitarpur, 
Jharkhand and Co-founder Opal eduventure Pvt. Ltd.
Mr. Sajid completed his Bachelor degree in Metallurgical En-
gineering (2004-2008) from Birsa Institute of Technology (BIT) 
Sindri, Dhanbad, and completed Master in Materials Engineer-
ing from Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore.
Apart from academic and research field, when he started con-
tributing to society, various organizations felicitated Mr. Sajid. 
He was the winner of top 11 startup award for 2018 by Govern-
ment of Jharkhand, role model award by Kawish Foundation 
Mumbai, 2018.
He got CSIR Senior Research Fellowship and Curie Fellowship 
(Framework Programme7, Germany) in 2011-2012 and won 1st 
prize in Ramgarh district quiz contest. Apart from all these he 
earned medals in various athletic competitions also.
People who are interested to collaborate and join hands with 
Mr. Sajid Hussain to reconstruct the society at larger level can 
reach him at mshussain24@gmail.com. School managements 
who wants to train their teachers and establish the lab with low 
or no cost can also approach Mr. Sajid and his team.
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It’s terrible times for a reader and viewer when the gutsy 
columnists, anchors and public intellectuals who made 
sense with their courageous evocation suddenly lose the 
grip. Their reluctance to articulate reflects badly on the 
reasons that nurture us.
Neera Chandhoke’s 31st May lead in The Hindu “The mak-
ing of the 2019 verdict“, on the reasons behind Modi’s 
astonishing victory is marked by the same fear as 29th May 
show of Karan Thapar “Upfront with Karan Thapar” on HTN 
where he debated the crisis in the Congress. Both ended up 
questioning a host of matters but did not utter the letter 
“H” of Hindutva project, the most important of all.
The apprehension in pronouncing the term Hindutva was 
evident in Ravish Kumar’s 24th May post on Facebook as 
well where he replied to people who considered him a fail-
ure after the re-election of the Modi government. Ravish 
though made a passionate appeal yet stopped short of un-
derlining the Hindutva victory for what it was. The same 
trend continued with Amartya Sen arguing in his 24th May 
New York Times piece “Modi won power, not battle of ideas“. 
Sen, in his article denied the ground reality that even an 
isolated party worker or the least intellectual amongst the 

2019 Verdict: A 
Cover Up of Hate 
Against Muslims

Md. Aariz Imam 
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opposition would not.
The liberal hypocrisy 
stands naked in the face 
of maneuvering that 
some of the more outspo-
ken voices have resorted 
to in the past one week. 
While most of them are 
hell bent on normalizing 
the surge of the fascism 
in the country, there is 
this denial from the more 
responsible quarters that 
is most worrying.
Neera Chandhoke for ex-
ample in her piece has 
rationalized the Hindutva 
frenzy citing it as a glob-
al phenomenon, the rise 
of the far right combined 
with populism and au-
thoritarianism.
Karan Thapar who claimed 
the rejection of Congress 
by people an antipathy to 
the dynastic rule; the per-
sonification of which he 
believes is Nehru Gand-
hi family, conveniently 
sidelined the ascent of 
Hindutva. Thapar’s hypoc-
risy was exposed when 
on the rebuttal from 
Congress spokesperson 
and HT’s political editor, 
the other panelist on the 
show he seemed at a loss 
of words.
It was equally appalling 
to see the revered Ravish 
Kumar treading the polit-
ically correct line. In his 
address through his post 
to his critics as well as his 
followers he isolated him-
self from identifying the 
reason behind the BJP’s 

victory and offered himself instead as the voice of the 
people.
Amid successive disappointments by the stand the lib-
eral and progressive quarter was taking in the wake of 
the Hindutva ascent, Arundhati Roy’s interview pub-
lished in the New York based “The new Republic” on 
28th May is a whiff of fresh air. Speaking to Samuel 
Earle, Roy termed Indian elections as a “mockery of 
what democracy should be”. In the run up to the na-
tional elections while all the pundits predicted a win 
for BJP, she along with few others predicted they would 
lose. This as she believes “was important to puncture 
the certainty of the outcome and was part of the doc-
trine of divorcing hope from reason.”
In Arundhati’s words,
“So those of us who had learned to divorce hope from 
reason stubbornly insisted that the opposition would 
win, that they had secret pacts and clever strategies. 
But it is precisely that kind of mad hope that will even-
tually make people rise up against this nightmare. So 
yes, hope divorced from reason. And add to that, defi-
ance divorced from reason. That’s what we need.”
While Arundhati with her profound doctrine may have 
raised hopes where it stood shattered, it won’t translate 
into any meaningful outcome were it not substantiated 
with hard hitting questions. Through her interview she 
has initiated an offense against Hindutva which only 
needs to be increased and sustained in times to come 
with conviction.
At a time when the government itself is having no 
problem in flaunting its communal agenda, but it’s the 
electorate that is busy concealing her hate for the oth-
er, it gets important to disrobe the society of the veil 
it has put on. They need to be questioned on their hy-
pocrisy that they use as a cover up. The advocates of 
fascism from political class to the voters need to be 
told that as secular citizens people can see through 
their charade, carefully covering their agenda of hate. 
That whether it be Pakistan or Kashmir, Babar, Jinnah 
or Tipu Sultan, Gandhi or Ambedkar, the invocation of 
historical facts and figures is to conceal the hate for 
the Muslim community, some times in the name of na-
tionalism, sometime in the name of national security 
and integrity & sometime in the name of curtailing cit-
izenship rights.
People have to be confronted to the fact that the accu-
sation of propagating dynasty on Congress as well as 
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other regional satraps was the veil that concealed the hate for Muslims, 
because the community remained loyal to them.
The attack on regional parties fighting for social justice carried out in the 
name of caste was the veil that concealed the hate for Muslims, because 
the community remained loyal to them.
The daily reinforcement about Pakistan fed to public memory done in the 
name of advertisement of the imagined actual and fabricated national 
security threat, was the veil that concealed the hate for Muslims because 
the community shares faith with the neighbor.
The extremely waste hawkish approach in dealing with Kashmir, was the 
veil that concealed the hate for Muslims because the community shares 
its faith with the border state.
The very project of Hindu revivalism encompassing a range of startups 
like ghar wapasi, love jihad, gau raksha, massive Ram Navmi and Ganesh 
Chaturthi processions was the veil that concealed the hate for Muslims 
because the community was at the receiving end.
The rewriting of historical facts about medieval Muslim rulers was the 
veil that concealed the hate for Muslims because it held currency in con-
temporary times.
The opposition of Gandhi, and honors to Savarkar, Patel and Godse was 
the veil that concealed the hate for Muslims because the Mahatma died 
fighting for Muslims which the latter envied.
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EGYPT’S MORSI: Did The 
World Deliberately 

Silence Him?

His death hardly received attention in the mainstream media in 
Egypt. While many refrained to mention his title, none, except for 
one privately owned tabloid gave the first democratically elected 
President of the country a front-page cover.

Turkey and Qatar called him a ‘brother’, a ‘martyr’ and strongly crit-
icized Sisi’s regime. While the rest of the world condemned Sisi’s 
ill-treatment of his prisoner on humanitarian grounds, Morsi was 
mostly labelled as ‘Islamist’, ‘Terrorist’, ‘incapable’ or ‘good-for-
nothing’. Their criticism soared so high that he was dubbed ‘the 
accidental President’ and ‘the spare tyre’.

But there’s a lot more that one can learn by reading news carefully 
and critically. News tabloids began poisoning the political discourse 
in Egypt especially the Brotherhood long before Morsi and his politi-
cal party won the elections. And the charade continued and exploded 
during mass protests and his consequent ouster by the military. The 
standard picture was that when the military suspended the consti-
tution and overtook the government amidst mass protests, virtually 
causing the worst massacre in Egypt’s modern history, it counted 
as ‘stabilization’ in the official narratives. When Morsi and his sup-
porters resisted the aggression and defended the legitimacy of his 
Presidency, it was ‘terrorism’. It is an almost laughable deceit.

While the mainstream media busied itself with manufacturing co-
lossal lies in service of their respective states, only one media outlet 
dared to document the truth through the words of Morsi’s own Cabi-
net Minister, who survived the coup. So severe is this departure from 
the general journalistic trend that if it weren’t for the witnesses and 
various evidences gathered in the documentary, it would have been 
hard to believe Al-Jazeera’s narrative.

Nihal Kidiyoor
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Khaled Al Qazzaz, the then Presidential secretary for foreign affairs, one among 
the nine men with Morsi, recounts his last days in office. Sisi’s ‘ambiguous com-
ments’, ‘changed demeanor’, ‘a change in the messages he was providing’ several 
days preceding the mass protests against Morsi signaled at an impending mil-
itary coup. His ultimatum to the public without the President’s knowledge and 
instructing the military to ‘work on gaining people’s trust’ through acts such as 
‘painting street pavements’, presenting the military as ‘the sole saviour of the 
nation’ and demanding absolute loyalty from his comrades gives off a very wary 
impression of him. Orchestrating ‘frequent power cuts’, ‘long queues at the pet-
rol pumps’ to create resentment among the people and ‘revealing only part of 
the (military) deployment plan to the President, when it was more extensive 
than agreed’ and ‘deploying the military to major infrastructure that are nec-
essary to the conduct of the government’ and ‘not just to major likely protest 
sites’ were all part of his ‘plot of strategic deception.’

But it isn’t just Sisi who helped pave the way to a bloody military coup. Khalid Al 
Attiyah, Qatari Minister of Defence recounts his meeting with Morsi, who com-
plained of ‘interfering’ neighbouring countries. One particular gulf state went 
too far as to fund armed groups unheard of before in Sinai with weapon ship-
ments and money to attack security forces. Despite Morsi’s multiple attempts 
to negotiate with the neighbouring countries, the opposition parties, and the 
public to find a way out of the crisis, some sell-out politicians like El-Baradei, 
who ‘previously demanded the military out of politics were now lobbying on 
its behalf both home and abroad’ and calling on the army to take over, while 
simultaneously instigating and provoking the public by false claims of a failed 
regime.
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When Sisi’s conspiracy fi-
nally dawned upon Morsi, 
he called for a meeting 
at the Palace, the last of 
many, suggesting the re-
placement of the Prime 
Minister ‘by someone 
who all the parties, pa-
triotic groups, and the 
military could agree on.’ 
But Sisi had already set 
his eyes on the Egyptian 
throne. Later that day he 
called the deal off prov-
ing his treachery. Morsi 
was ousted by his own 
Defence Minister despite 
millions of his supporters 
who loved and admired 
him protesting in the 
Rabaa Square in favor of 
his presidency for con-
secutive days while the 
world media focused on 
‘large’ but ‘short’ protests 
of the opposition in Tahrir 
Square leading to the 
President’s house arrest, 
kidnapping, a sham trial 
and consequent murder.

Rubbernecking their own 
Human Rights violations 
in their own land or for-
eign territory, the gulf 
states and the USA  stood 
by an illegitimate mili-
tary coup and suggested 
‘constitutional changes 
and severe restrictions on 
Morsi’s power.’

Now compare this first-
hand narrative with the 
world’s view of Morsi. 
Also, compare the story 

of Zainabul Gazali, an Egyptian activist imprisoned and 
tortured along with many of the Brotherhood members 
by the then Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser, in 
her book, The Return of the Pharoah to the narrative 
surrounding Nasser and his governance in the main-
stream media. If a commoner’s perception of the shape 
of the globe were as warped as the world’s narrative, 
he or she might well be institutionalized. But for those 
who work for the state and fill their pockets, however, 
such intellectual emaciation is all in a day’s work.

What makes the world apathetic towards Morsi and the 
Brotherhood is loud and clear. They find a support, a 
friend in their agendas against an honest governance 
freely chosen by its people which if allowed to flourish 
would have sounded the death knell for all neighbour-
ing despotic regimes. Fixating on the Brotherhood’s 
religious tendencies is actually just a fig leaf intended 
to cover up Sisi’s own tyrannical inclination. Though 
the press ostensibly criticizes Morsi as being unsecular 
and undemocratic, the press is blatantly propagandist. 
Too often, liberals while discussing religion decide for 
themselves what will be discussed, what they will hear 
and what they will learn. Space for differing opinions 
doesn’t exist, doesn’t matter.

Morsi’s death is the fruit of six years of institutionalized 
animus directed towards the Brotherhood’s popularity 
not just among the Egyptians but the world’s Muslim 
population. His only crime was that he was a Muslim 
and a strong supporter of the Syrian and Palestinian 
cause.

The heinous nature of his death demands a moment of 
silence for Morsi; for courage and bravery that he epit-
omised until his last breath; for justice that he fought 
for in every moment of his short but well-lived Presi-
dency; for humanity that he stood by even in his worst 
of times; for trust that Sisi so shamelessly betrayed; for 
democracy that suffers every time it is sold for power 
and for liberty and freedom that have become game 
phrases for liberals and anti-Islamists to discredit and 
slander anybody who endangers their vested interests 
and selfish ideologies.
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“ISLAMOPHOBIA IN 
INDIA: STOKING BIGOTRY” 

– A REVIEW
Hamna Naseer 

 Comprehending the lack and the necessity for 
reliable shreds of evidence, academic engagements 
or scholarly reports that document the rising tide of 
Islamophobia, Paula Thompson, Rhonda Itaoui and 
Dr. Hatem Bazian of the Islamophobia Research and 
Documentation Project, University of California, have 
come up with the report ‘Islamophobia in India: stok-
ing bigotry”. As the political elites, the state agencies 
and the media have been trying to obfuscate the seri-
ousness of the problem with the mellowed down term 
‘communal violence’.  The report traces the history of 
the emergence of Islamophobia in the country to what 
it is doing to the Muslim minority today. It also details 
the systematic and structural involvement of different 
aspects of escalating Islamophobia to the major issues 
and incidents related to it. 
Since independence in 1947, anti-Muslim sentiments 
emerged in the country. The creation of Pakistan as the 
homeland for Muslims resulted in a new minority prob-
lem for the newly independent state of India, which 
resulted in growing insecurity for Muslim inhabitants. 
While the partition of India and Pakistan decreased 
the numerical strength of Muslims in India from over 
25 percent of the population to about 10 percent, the 
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bitter legacy of this history has been capitalized by Is-
lamophobes to portray Indian Muslims as anti-India and 
anti-National, resulting in intensifying damage to Hin-
du-Muslim relations. The rise of Hindu fundamentalism 
as a political force has resulted in a surge in Islam-
ophobia, substituting the liberal attitudes and policies 
that were evident in the first decades of independence 
with structural, institutional and everyday discrimina-
tion against Muslims in India. The Shah Bano case in 
1985, the destruction of the Babri Masjid (mosque) in 
Ayodhya in 1992, the movement for independence in 
Kashmir in the late 1980s, the Gujarat riots of 2002, 
are instances showing systemic and structural growth 
of Islamophobia in the country. This rise in Islamopho-
bia is closely connected with the growing influence of 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). Looking at India 
in the present, BJP rule has led to a dramatic increase 
and deepened Islamophobia towards Muslims in India. 
The report manifests the agenda of the so-called ‘na-
tionalists’ in achieving social imaginary and creating 
Hindutva order by critically analyzing various forms of 
cultural production. Bollywood deploys metonymies 
of fear and Islamophobic narratives in its representa-
tions of Muslims through its reductionist employment 
of Muslims as a synecdoche to signify a terrorist, re-
ligious extremist, Pakistan loyalist, anti-Hindu or a 
traitor. There has been a rise in islamophobic music 
promoting ‘Hindutva power,’ consisting of a mix of 
electric beats and are infused with hate and incendi-
ary speech even played by DJs outside of mosques in 
Muslim areas. Provocative social media posts and fake 
news propagated by BJP officials perpetuate Oriental-
ist and Islamophobic imaginaries, also inciting violence 
against Muslims. Media control in India and the use of 
BJP war rooms to surveillance and target media and re-
porters, has led to the killing of journalists for speaking 
their minds. Continuous efforts have been made to re-
port on hate and Islamophobia. The attempts of the BJP 
to institutionalize paid media to propagate BJP politi-
cal positions, as well as, to manufacture Muslims as a 
menace, is deepening the roots of Islamophobia in the 
country. 
Several issues and incidents relating to Islamophobia 
in the country have been argued in the report. Beef at-
tacks, lynching, and cow vigilantism is a serious issue 
which has taken away numerous innocent lives. People 
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even suspected of carrying beef or selling the 
cow for slaughtering were attacked, humiliat-
ed and mob lynched. It has increased annually 
since Prime Minister Modi took office in 2014; 
2017 being the year with the highest number of 
recorded incidents yet. Love ‘Jihad’ is another 
issue which claims that young Muslim men are 
waging Jihad in India by capturing innocent Hin-
du women’s hearts, in order to convert them to 
Islam. This hurts the religious sentiments of the 
Hindu nationalists prompting them to kill the 
Muslim men. Alongside ‘love jihad’, the other 
issue that gained momentum at the end of 2014 
was that of Gharv…pas…, signaling a synchronized 
vocabulary of anti-conversion by the BJP, to reg-
ulate religious conversions. Muslim spaces and 
communities across India are also prone to po-
litically stoked violence. There is a pronounced 
geographic pattern where politically-stoked vi-
olence occurs and are incited by politicians or 
religious leaders, advocating a nationalistic and 
exclusionary message against non-Hindu minori-
ties. Islamophobia is monetized at the ballot box 
by mobilizing along the communal line. Creating 
a false impression of Muslims as criminals and 
polarizing politics are means used to direct votes 
towards the BJP. 
As a solution to the growing problem, the In-
ternational civil society and the International 
community, the report suggests, should pressure 
the government of India to accurately moni-
tor politically stoked violence with a focus on 
documenting how this impacts India’s diverse re-
ligious minorities such as Muslims. They should 
also encourage research, documentation, and 
public discussions around Islamophobia in India 
around the world. The government of India has 
to come up with proper laws to legally protect 
Muslims from Islamophobia. Campaigns are to 
be created to educate the public and raise aware-
ness around Islamophobia on social media. In 
these ways, peace and prosperity amongst all the 
citizens in the country is to be ensured, keeping 
in mind that Muslims lives matter.
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Justice For 
Dr. Payal : 
Yet Another 
Victim of Caste 
Discrimination 
In Campus

Noora Salam
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The harsh reality that the dream of acquiring quality 
education to all still remains a dream in India which 
again witnessed the suicide of Dr. Payal Tadvi.
Dr. Payal Tadvi (26 yrs) daughter of  Salim Tadvi and 
Abeda Tadvi pursuing her second year of  Doctor of  
Medicine(MD) under Gynecology in Topiwala Na-
tional Medical College attached to BYL Nair Hospital 
committed suicide on May 22 after constantly being 
harassed and tortured by three seniors in the name of 
caste, religion and sector.
Payal was being harassed for being from a Bhil Mus-
lim Community (Adivasi Community), though she had 
complained about the continuous tortures and ha-
rassment  from the seniors to the lecturers and other 
authorities, but no sign of action from their part was 
seen. She had joined the college on May 1st 2018 and 
started complaining about the harassment to her fam-
ily and the college from December 2018 itself.
She was constantly humiliated for getting a seat 
through the reservation criteria and for her identity. 
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Apart from her Adivasi identity she was also questioned 
about her religious identity. Sources also state that she 
wasn’t allowed to break her fast being a Muslim. Her 
parents came all the way from their home town Jalgaon 
District to look into the issue directly but wasn’t pleased 
with the institution’s response.
Apart from the harassment due to caste she was also 
questioned about her skills in medical field and was not 
able to perform surgeries and this was found on a regular 
basis. She was also questioned about the presence of a 
girl like her in the medical field rather than doing some 
other job. Academic excellence of Payal was also chal-
lenging for her seniors.
An FIR has been filed on three of her seniors namely Dr. 
Hema Ahuja, Dr. Bhakti Mehar and Dr. Ankita Khandel-
wal under SC/ST PoA Act, and anti-ragging act.  Apart 
from seeing it as merely a case of ragging which is reduc-
tionist, the suicide of Dr. Payal is an institution-driven 
case of caste atrocity. The college should also be blamed 
for not taking up required measures even after multiple 
complains from the student as well as her family.
Brahmanism assimilated in educational institutions is 
the main cause of the torture and other troubles the stu-
dents from Dalit and other backward communities face 
when they move out for higher educational institutions. 
This is not the only case which has ever happened for a 
Dalit or Adivasi candidate. In 2016 the very notable in-
cident of Rohit Vemula was also of same instinct. Again, 
in the year 2017, Anitha committed suicide due to the 
caste discrimination in the competitive exams. When 
the total statistics of education is considered we can see 
that students from marginalized communities are more 
in number to drop out from education when compared to 
other upper classes.
Ensuring inclusive and quality education for all is the 
responsibility of the government. The essence of democ-
racy is JUSTICE and what we demand is justice for Payal 
and also the other candidates belonging to backward 
classes.


